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Computer  Problems 

Upgrade  386’s,  486’s,  Monitor  Repair, 
Hard  Drive  Upgrades 


LANtastic  Al  version  7.0 $115 

LANtastic  Starter  Kit  7.0 $315 

Windows  Workgroup $169 


Windows  Workgroup  ADDON $65 

Novell  Netware 3.12 (5 user).  $960 
Novell  Netware  3.12  (25user)  $3299 
Novell  Netware  4 1 (25  user)  $3299 
NE2000  Ethernet  network  card  $69 


CNET  Ethernet  card $70 

Compex  1 6 bit  Arcnet  card  $89 

Intel  Ethernet  Pro  16  b<t $169 

D-link  Ethernet  pocket  adaptor  $245 
Xircom  Ethernet  pocket  adaptor  call 

D-link  Ethernet  concentrator $310 

Arcnet  93  Ohm  Terminator $5 

Ethernet  50  Ohm  Terminator  $5 


Notebook 


ACERNOTE  NOTEBOOK $2,399  NEC  VERSA  4230  NOTEBOOK $5,200 

Pentium  100.  SMB  RAM  EDO.  810MB  Hard  Drive  Pentium  133,  16MB  RAM  EDO.  1 08GB  Hard  Drive 

10  4-  dual  scan  screen,  256K  Cache  Active  Matrix  screen.  256K  Cache.  PCMCIA  slot 

PCMCIA  slot  with  Windows  95  with  CD  ROM,  sound  card,  Windows  95 


MEGAHERTZ  PCMCIA  MODEM  28.8 $259  TOSHIBA  730CDT  NOTEBOOK $8,300 

BACKPACK  EXTERNAL  8X  CDROM $459  Pen,lum  ,5a  16MB  RAM  EDO- 1 08GB  Ha,d  Dr,ve 

12.1  Active  Matrix  screen,  256K  Cache.  PCMCIA  slot 

BACKPACK  800MB  TAPE  DRIVE  EXT $199  with  6x  CD  ROM,  sound  card.  Windows  95 


We  support  and  service: 


Trained 
and  tested 
to  provide 
superior 
NetWare 
Support 


program 

Networking  Partner 


We  support  and 
service: 

Novell  NetWare 
Windows  For  Workgroups 
LANtastic 
Windows  NT 


We  ’re  Keeping  Up  with  Your  Networking  Needs 
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MONITORS 

ACER  14’  N/l  $299 

ACER  15*  N/l  DIGITAL $420 

ADI  4V  LR,  N/l  .28 $460 

ADI17*5V  LR $790 

MITSUBISH1 15*  HX  $620 

MITSUBISH1 17*  HX  $1270 

NEC  C 500  15*  $560 

NEC  M500  15" $699 

NECXV+15"  MONITOR  $610 

PROVIEW  14*  N/l  LR $279 

PROVIEW  15’  Ml  LR  F/S  $389 

SONY  15  SF  15*  N/l $660 

SONY  17  SE2T  17*  N/l  LR $1480 

PRINTERS 

CANON  BJ  30  BUBBLE  JET $330 

CANON  BJC240  COLOR  BUBBLE  JET $249 

CANON  BJC  4100  BUBBLE  JET $319 

FUJITSU  DL1150  COLOUR $339 

HP  820CXI  INKJET  COLOR  $529 

HP  6P  LASERJET $980 

HP  LASERJET  5 $1800 

HP  LASERJET  6MP  $1280 

OKIDATA  OL600E  LASER  $549 

RAVEN  2405  24  PIN  $229 

RAVEN  2467  24  PIN  W»de/Quiet  $599 

MODEMS 

CARDINAL  28  8 INT  FAX/MODEM  $158 

SUPRA  33  6 INT  FAX  MODEM  $138 

U S.  ROBOTICS  28  8 SPORTSTER  EXTERNAL  $215 
U S ROBOTICS  28.8  SPORTSTER  INTERNAL  $199 

FLOPPY  DRIVES 

1.2  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE  $63 

1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE $32 

VIDEO  CARDS 

TRIDENT  8900  SVGA  1MB $69 

ATI  WINCHARGER  64D1MB $90 

ATI  VIDEOBOOST  64D2MB  $119 

ATI  WINTURBO  Mach  64  2MB  VRAM  $319 

ATI  3D  EXPRESSION  2MB  DRAM  $169 

ATI  3D  PRO  TURBO  4MB $290 

DIAMOND  STEALTH  64  PCI  2MB  VRAM  $369 

HARD  DRIVES 

QUANTUM  850  MB  12MS  128K  CACHE  . . . $219 

QUANTUM  1 2 GB  1 2MS  1 28K  CACHE  $280 

W.D  850MB  10MS  64K  CACHE $219 

W.D.  1 2GB  10MS  64K  CACHE  $279 

W.D.  1.6GB  10MS  64K  CACHE  $319 

WD.  2 1GB  EIDE $349 

W.D  2.5GB  EIDE $399 

RAM 

1MB  SIMM  70NS call 

4MB  SIMM  70NS  30PIN  call 

8MB  SIMM  60NS  72PIN  call 

16MB  SIMM  60NS  72PIN call 

TAPE  BACKUP 

COLORADO  800MB  TAPE  BACKUP  INT  T1000  $215 
CONNER  800MB  TAPE  BACKUP  EXT  $265 

CONNER  800MB  TAPE  BACKUP  INT  . . ,$215 

IOMEGA  ZIP  DRIVE  EXT $255 

IOMEGA  SCSI  JAZ1G  EXT $649 

SOFTWARE 

MICROSOFT  WINDOWS  95  OEM  (with  system)  $149 

WORDPERFECT  6.1  SUITE  $369 

MICROSOFT  WORKS  FOR  WINDOWS  $69 
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Multi  Media  World 


Acer  8X  CD-ROM $140  Acer  SB16  Compatible $55 

Acer  10X  CD-ROM $160  Sound  Blaster  16 $109 

Mitsumi  8X  CD  Rom $149  Phone  Blaster  28.8 $329 

Panasonic  8X  CD  Rom $149  Creative  AWE  32  PNP $305 

Toshiba  8X  CD  Rom $149  Altec  Lansing  Speakers  From $99 

Creative  Performance  8X  CD  Kit $440 
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The  Mic 


Jaded  in  cyberspace 

letter  from  the  editor 


s we  planned  this  issue,  we  reminisced  about  last 
February’s  cover  story, “Love  on  die  Net."  Back  then, 
everybody  was  intrigued  by  the  concept  of  online 
relationships  A year  later,  many  of  us  have  grown  tired 
of  such  stories.  Been  there,  seen  that— tell  me  some- 
thing new  about  the  Internet. 

An  increasing  number  of  people  arc  more  familiar 
with  life  online,  too  At  the  recent  Internet  Worid  trade 
show,  for  example,  one  exhibitor  said  that  a year  ago 
people  were  crowding  the  booth  asking,  “What’s  a 
firewall?"  This  year,  only  a few  select  individuals 
showed  up — and  they  all  had  erudite  questions. 
We’ve  gotten  to  the  stage  where  we  know  quite  a bit 
about  the  online  worid,  and  it  isn’t  as  easy  to  thrill  us. 
Rick  Broadhead,  co-author  of  the  Canadian  Internet 
Handbook , predicts  that  this  will  be  the  year  of 
accountability  for  the  Internet,  and 
that  “companies  arc  going  to  have  to  face  the  music." 

Now  that  the  honeymoon  is  over,  we  re  beginning  to 
pause  and  question  what  we  re  leaving  behind,  and 
whether  we’re  headed  in  the  right  direction. 

When  it  comes  to  online  learning,  it  turns  out  certain 
university  students  have  embraced  the  Internet  to  the 
point  that  they  become  wallflowers  not  only  at  social 
functions,  but  also  throughout  their  university  careers. 

Why  go  outside— at  a recent  seminar,  the  lecturer  sug- 
gested participants  check  the  Internet,  not  the  library, 
for  recommended  supplementary'  reading. 

And  while  I've  never  witnessed  anyone  staying  up  all 
night— night  after  night— playing  board  games  like 
Clue  or  Monopoly , I have  seen  it  with  the  electronic  version  of  some- 
thing as  primitive  as  Solitaire.  Is  this  a postive  example  of  the  use  of 
cutting-edge  technology? 

Things  are  certainly  a-changin’,  and  they’ll  no  doubt  continue  to  do 
so.  For  the  cover  of  this  issue,  we’ve  chosen  to  give  prominence  to  the 
question  of  what  we’re  leaving  behind.  Maybe  the  past  and  the  future 
can  coexist.Time  will  tell. 

Gimme  a boost 

Back  in  the  summer,  I wrote  about  killing  my  car  battery  while  run- 
ning my  laptop  off  the  cigarette  lighter.  Since  then,  various  readers 
have  suggested  alternative  power  sources — everything  from  solar  pan- 
els to  deep-cy  cle  batteries  and  Honda  portable  generators. 

The  solar  panel  sounded  like  the  ultimate  solution,  so  I called  up 
Keep  It  Simple  Systems  in  Montana  (http://wildwestweb.com/). 


Armed  with  the  Mercury'  II,  a 1 . 1 3 kg  unit  just  larger  in  size  than  my 
Macintosh  PowerBook.with  two  panels  that  can  output  up  to  26  Volts, 

I was  ready  to  test. 

Although  weekend  trips  to  the  cottage  came  to  a halt  months  ago, 
there  was  one  weekend  in  late  fall  that  I happened  to  be  up  north  for 
48  hours.  The  day  was  sunny,  and  when  I placed  the  solar  panel  per- 
pendicular to  the  impact  of  the  sun’s  ray’s,  the  battery  was  in  fact  slow- 
ly charging.  It  was  in  no  way  a replacement  for  an  external  power 
source,  however. 

My  next  opportunity  was  a train  trip  to  Montreal.  I knew,  however, 
that  there  was  no  way  I would  be  able  to  place  the  panel  in  the  cor- 
rect angle  when  moving,  and  there  was  a chance  the  train  windows 
would  be  tinted  glass. 

My  next  opportunity  was  during  the  Christmas  holidays.The  cottage 
location  was  perfect.  All  I lacked  was  sun. 

When  the  sun  finally’  did  shine,  I opened  up  the  panel.  This  being 
around  the  time  of  the  Winter  Solstice,  the  sun 
was  not  too  bright  and  the  day’s  were  short.The 
panel  did  charge  the  battery— but  only  a tiny  bit. 
The  IBM  laptop  had  similar  results. 

One  night,  we  joked  about  lighting  a million  can- 
dles to  gather  up  enough  illumination  The  manu- 
al, however,  clearly  states  that  “indoor  lighting, 
unless  it  is  very  intense... will  not  produce  suffi- 
cient energy"Too  bad. 

See  you  next  summer? 

The  best  time  to  use  a solar  panel  in  Canada  is 
during  the  summer  months,  when  the  day’s  are, 
hopefully’,  sunny.  You  also  need  to  be  somewhere 
where  you  can  move  the  panel  around  to  track 
tire  sun’s  rays.  If  you’re  heading  up  north  and  plan  to  work  non-stop, 
without  breaks,  forget  it,  since  the  Mercury  II  needs  quite  a bit  of  time 
to  recharge. 

Ihe  best  place  for  this  panel  is  probably  somewhere  like  Florida, 
Egypt,  or  Mexico — or,  as  the  KISS  brochure  outlines,  the  Congo,  where 
you  really  don’t  have  any’  other  choice. 

As  for  myself,  111  use  this  panel  on  lazy’  summer  afternoons  when  I 
have  lots  of  time.  For  intense  work— 111  stick  to  the  car  battery  (care- 
fully), and  wait  for  cheap,  humongous  solar  panels  with  more  power. 

Enjoy  the  issue! 

Mara  Gulens 
Editor@tcpon.com 
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Can't  get  enough 
OS/2! 

I want  to  complement  you  on  your 
OS/2  sections.  Kevin  Linfield  has  done  a 
good  job  and  your  articles  seem  bal- 
anced when  it  comes  to  operating  sys- 
tems. As  a dedicated  OS/2  shop,  we  look 
forward  to  every  one  of  your  editions, 
which  are  well  read  and  well  appreciat- 
ed. Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Best  Wishes. 

Robert  Danvers,  via  the  Internet 

Still  a snail 

I agree  with  all  your  comments  on  e- 
mail  as  a communications  medium 
(December  editorial)  and  have  been 
through  similar  experiences.  In  the  fall, 
I came  across  “More  Than  Words,"  a pro- 
gram that  produces  electronic  greeting 
cards  (you  can  Find  it  at 
http://kmmc.harvard.net/v5- 
dw902.htm). 

The  program  defeats  the  ability  of  e- 
mail  to  capture  thoughts  (mind  bytes), 


however,  as  it  takes  time  to  learn  the 
program  and  produce  a card.  So  this 
year  my  cards  went  via  snail  mail  again. 

Colin  Carlsen 

Coworkers:  More 
dangerous  than 
hackers? 

Re:  “Big  Brother  Watches  Us  All"  by 
David  Rosen  in  the  January  1997  issue. 

While  it  is  good  to  see  the  emphasis 
on  privacy-related  articles  continue  in 
your  paper,  you  must  be  sure  to  provide 
proper  context. 

In  David  Rosens’  aforementioned  arti- 
cle, he  states  “Hackers  can  read  any  e- 
mail  messages  they  want."  This  is  true, 
but  not  an  accurate  reflection  of  who 
can  read  your  e-mail.  It  is  difficult  for  an 
intruder  to  First  gain  access  and  then 
read  someones  e-mail,  so  there  must  be 
a reason  for  the  intrusion  (i.c.,  the 
mail’s  content). 

It  is  far  easier  for  any  person  with  suf- 
con  tinued  on  page  7 
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Letters ... 

continued  from  page6 

ficient  access  to  the  mail  server  to  read 
users’  mail  than  it  is  for  a hacker  to  break 
in  and  do  it.  Perhaps  Mr.  Rosen  should 
have  said  that  because  e-mail  is  stored  as 
ASCII  text,  that  anyone  with  access  to 
either  root  or  the  console  can  read  your 
mail.  This  includes  system  administrators 


and  computer  operators  as  wrell  as  hack- 
ers. The  only  way  to  be  sure  that  your  e- 
mail  is  safe  from  intrusion  is  to  use 
encryption,  such  as  PGP.  I hope  more  peo- 
ple learn  and  understand  the  importance 
of  this  privacy. 

Richard  Stride,  via  the  Internet  ♦ 
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The  address  and  phone  number  printed  for 
Internet  Gateway  Corp.  on  the  inside  front 
cover  in  our  January  issue  were  incorrect. 

The  correct  information  is:  889  West 
Pender  Street,  Suite  503,  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  Canada  V6C  3B2.  (604)  654- 
6088.  Computer  Player  apologizes  for  the 
error. 
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You  Asked  Us:  yau@tqm.com 
march  1997  Issue:  Careers 
Ao  deadune:  Tuesday,  February  1 1 
Distribution:  Monday  February  28 

The  full  text  of  CP!  is  available  to  read  online  at: 

http://www.canadacomputes.com/ 


Powerful 

M.YX  XR  is  a full  fledged 
business  management 
system.  Quotes  and 
estimates, contact 
management,  job  costing 
and  a report  customizer 
for\1.Y.O.B.'s  111  reports, 
are  just  a few  of  the 
powerful  features  that 
set  M.Y.O.B.  apart. 


Flexible 

Some  accounting 
packages  force  you  to 
work  the  way  the)  work. 
Not  M YOB -you  can 
design  your  own  invoices, 
purchase  orders,  state- 
ments and  other  forms. 
M.Y.O.B.  Version  7 
conforms  to  the  way 
YOU  do  business. 


Easy  to  Use 

Most  Canadian  accounting 
packages  that  are  powerful 
either  aren’t  meant  for 
growing  businesses  or  are 
difficult  to  use.  Features 
like  the  Setup  Wizard  and 
Cl)  ROM  Learning  Centre 
make  M.Y.QR  easy  to 
setup,  easy  to  learn,  and 
easy  to  use! 


IN  DOWS 


1996  WIN  1 OO 


Pan 

A— WMw 


We  GUARANTEE  if  your  business  requires  Flexibility ; Power,  and  Fuse  of  Use, 
you  won  t need  to  took  beyond  M.Y.O.B.  Buy  M.Y.O.B.  Version  7 now. 


Best!  Ware* 


145  King  Street  West,  Suite  1000.  Toronto.  Ontario  M5H  3X6 
For  more  information  1-800-640-MYQB(6962)  Fax  416-360-2927  www.bestware.ca 


Go  to  one  of  these 
software  resellers  and 
ask  for  M.Y.O.B.  today ! 


A Plus  • Adventure  Electronics  • A&B  Sound  • Business  Depot  • Compucentre 
CompuSmart  • Computer  City  • Doppler  Computer  Superstore  • Future  Shop  • Inmac 
Mac  Warehouse  • Micro  Boutique  • NEBS  • Office  Depot « Office  Place  • London  Drugs 
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BC  computer  maker  mins  $1.8  million  sale 


The  BC 
Files 


For  NTS  Computer  Systems,  the  year  is  off  to 
a banner  beginning.  The  Maple  Ridge  com* 


CORRECTION 


Due  to  a printing  error,  a recent 
advertisement  (or  the  SnapScan 
scanner  and  the  StudioStar  scanner 
appeared  in  The  Computer  Player!  with 
suggested  prices  of  $389  and  $985. 
The  prices  quoted  are  not  appropriate 
for  the  scanners  in  the  Canadian 
market.  We  regret  any  inconvenience 
the  error  may  have  caused. 


puter  developer  received  an  order  worth 
nearly  $2  million  last  month  for  their 
portable  clamshell-shaped  “Flip"  computer. 
This  is  the  first  order  for  their  flagship  prod- 
uct, which  immediately  went  into  produc- 
tion at  the  company’s  new  Shannon,  Ireland, 
production  facility.  The  order  is  expected  to 
be  filled  later  this  month. 

The  “Flip"  is  one  of  four  of  NTS’s 
Dream  Writer  line  of  products,  touted  by  the 
company  as  a low-cost  computer  appliance 
aimed  at  the  education  market. The  tiny  8 by 
11  by  1-inch  advanced  system  hardware 
weighs  just  over  two  pounds,  and  is  small 
and  durable  enough  to  brave  transport  in  stu- 
dent knapsacks,  with  battery  life  to  last  more 
than  a full  day. 

Built-in  components  include  liquid  quartz 
display,  keyboard,  1.44  MB  floppy  drive,  and 
a 9 MHz  processor.  For  file  storage,  the  sys- 
tem cleverly  employs  rewritable  PCMCIA 
memory  cards,  each  capable  of  holding  up  to 
250  pages  of  text.The  DreamWriter  Flip  also 
features  cable  connectivity  and  compatibility 
to  Macintosh  or  Windows  PC  hardware 
through  DreamLink,  another  of  the  compa- 
ny’s products. 

Software  included  with  the  DreamWriter 
Flip  system  is  geared  toward  teaching  stu- 
dents computer  basics,  and  features  pn> 


We  specialize  In  PC  games  (Chinese  & English  titles)  on  top  of  our  over  700  consigned  games. 
(You  too  can  bring  in  your  used  games  for  consignment) 


ANNOUNCES 

NEW  PRODUCT  LINE  UP 


• Full  line  of  computer  systems 

• Custom  built  systems  to  your  specifications 

• Specializing  in  upgrades 


133MHz 

_$138Q^ 

150MHz 

^1430^ 

166MHz 

JS16QO 

200MHz 

$1800 


INTEL  PENTIUM  SYSTEMS 

15’  mid  tower  case 

Intel  Chip  Set.  256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

16MB  EDO  RAM 

1.44MB  floppy  disk  drive 

1.2GB  EIDE  hard  drive 

16  Bit  Sound  Card 

8X  Internal  CD-ROM  Drive  (EIDE) 

2 External  Speakers 
648it  SVGA  card 

14"  SVGA  Non-interlaced  color  monitor 
Microsoft  2 button  mouse 
104  key/Windows  95  keyboard 
Windows  95  CD 


* With  every  system  pruchased  by  Feb.  28/97,  we  will 
include  2 Games  or  2 Computer  Books  of  your  choice. 

*Ask  for  details  in  store 


Hours  Mon  to  Fri  10am  - 8pm 

Sat,  Sun.  Holidays  11am -7pm 

140  - 9020  Capstan  Way  Richmond,  B.C. 

One  block  north  of  Cambie  on  Garden  City,  next  lo  7-1 1 


fel:  (604)  270-7196 

http://www.jvb.com/gameslovers 


grams  for  teaching  typing  skills  and  display- 
ing accuracy  results.  Students  can  also  use 
word-processing  programs  complete  with 
document  formatting,  spell  checking,  gram- 
mar, and  writing  tools. 

NTS  also  touts  their  product  as  an  entry- 
level  system  to  teach  students  the  necessary' 
computer  basics  used  by  more  advanced 
desktop  systems,  by  using  the  same  file-nam- 
ing conventions,  file  input/output  proce- 
dures, and  printing  tools.  Built-in  organizer 
software  also  enables  students  to  use  calcu- 
lator, address-book,  and  scheduling  software, 
and  comes  with  modem  connectivity  for  e- 
mail  and  distance  learners. 

For  more  information  on  NTS  Computer 
Systems  or  their  products,  visit  the  Web  site 
a t 

http://canstock.com/Co_Promos/NTS/drea 
m.html. 

Vancouver  software  firm  connects 
American  realtors 

Last  month,  Vancouver-based  Ancilla 
Technologies  earned  pole  position  to  offer 
technology'  that  will  bring  US  real-estate 
agents  using  the  Realty  World  Broker 
Network  software  into  the  21st  century.  The 
company’s  customizable  voice,  fax,  and  data- 
communications  software  will  be  first  in  line 
to  offer  advanced  phone-management  tools 


capable  of  running  on  personal  computers 
in  small  office/home  office  (SOHO)  settings. 

Ancilla ’s  software  has  such  features  as 
caller  identification,  tcxt-to-speech  conver- 
sion, remote  paging,  and  voice-mail  notifica- 
tion, as  well  as  advanced  voice-mail  capabili- 
ties (including  up  to  9,000  individual  mail 
boxes,  music  on  hold,  and  hands-free  dial- 
ing). 

Established  in  1989.  the  company  has  been 
developing  computer  telephony  software 
specifically  for  the  SOHO  market.  In  keeping 
with  the  company  mission, Ancilla ’s  goal  is  to 
“expand  communications  capabilities 
beyond  the  office " 

For  more  information  on  Ancilla 
Technologies  Inc.,  or  their  software  prod- 
ucts, visit  their  Web  site  at  http://www.ancil- 
la.com/  or  call  (604)  684-31 18. 

Local  PR  firm  goes  strictly  virtual 

In  a staggering  move  toward  what  they 
think  will  be  a trend  of  the  future,  the  public 
relations  firm  Hill  & Knowlton  has  jolted  the 
business  community  in  Vancouver  by  closing 
their  downtown  offices  in  favour  of  a cyber- 
space presence.  Instead  of  physical,  corpo- 
rate-style offices,  employees  will  now  work 
out  of  offices  in  their  homes  or  at  client  sites. 

Business  experts  say  it’s  an  extreme  solu- 
continued  on  page  9 


Visit  our  Web  site  at 


N 

1COMPUTER  r 

|\y|  ^ ~f  I http://www.zeven-irx;.com/business/nneUitrrj 

or  call  738-7577  for  more  info 

NOTEBOOKS  SALEf)  IBM, Impulse, Sceptre,  WOW! 


IBM  THINKPAD  365X  P-1 33/8MB/1  08GB/1 1 .3*  DSTN/WIN  95  $3. 1 83 

IBM  THINKPAD  365XD  P- 1 33/8MB/1 .08GB/1 1 .3"  DSTN/4X  CD  ROM/WIN  95  $3,095 

IBM  THINKPAD  365XD  P-1 33/8MB/1 .35GB/1 1 .3"  DSTN/6X  CD  ROM/WIN  95  $4,680 

IMPULSE  NOTEBOOK  P-1 20/1 6MB/1  GB/1 1 .3"  DSTN  $3,050 

SCEPTRE  S3900  P-133/16MB/1  GB/1 1 .3DSTN/SOUND  $2,488 

SCEPTRE  S4000  P- 1 33/ 1 6MB/ 1 GB/1 2. 1 “TFT/SOUND/6X  CD  ROM  $4,099 


8MB  EDO  MEMORY  UPGRADE  FOR  THINKPAD  $160 


1-J 

MONITORS 


ACERVIEW 

PROVIEW 

34T  14"  .28 

$328 

14" 

$260 

54E  15"  .28 

$415 

15" 

$365 

56E  15"  .28 

$440 

17" 

$699 

76IE  1 7"  .27 

$730 

SCEPTRE 

DAYTEK 

14"  P41 

$295 

15" 

$365 

15"  P51 

$400 

17" 

$730 

15"  P535 

$415 

17"P73 

$660 

17-P73S 

$680 

UNBEATABLE  PRICES,  CALL  US  NOW! 


COMPUTER  PLAYERI  FEBRUARY  1997 


News 


Maz's 

Looney 

Lovell 

• • By  JUNE  CAMPBELL  • • 

Question:  What’s  multimedia,  interactive,  user- 
friendly,  displays  in  full-colour  resolution,  and  is 
located  at  “http://www.maziluv.bug/?" 

Answer:  Maz’s  Ixxmey  Love  on  the  Internet, 
playing  until  April  7th  at  Maz  & Me’s  Corned)' 
Revue  Theatre  at  2620  Shaughnessy  St.,  Port 
Coquitlam. 

It’s  revue  theatre— Aussie  style!  As  the  poster 
reads,  “Revue  Theatre  Restaurant — a True  Blue 
Aussie  Treat.  Hook  up  to  Maz’s  Mad  Musical 
Modem  and  take  a quick  surf  through  Maz’s 
Looney  Love  Net!" 

Maz  and  Me’s  is  the  brain  child  of  Australian 
bom  Marilyn  (Maz)  Gering  (a  true-blue  Aussie 
sheila  with  experience!).  After  15  years  as  a 
performing  artist  “down  under,"  Maz  acquired  a 
Canadian  husband  and  “was  whisked  ofF  to 
Vernon,  BC,  where  she  opened  Maz  and  Me’s. 
In  1988,  Ms.  Gering  moved  to  Port  Coquitlam 
“with  her  piano  and  her  show."  On  January  1 of 
this  year,  Maz  and  Me’s  was  bought  by  John 
Seiger,  Maz’s  friend  and  former  business  man- 
ager, described  affectionately  in  her  cookbook 
as  “the  mongrel  pommy  bastard." 

Come  on  time,  or  else 

Walk  through  the  theatre  dtx)rs  and  enter 
the  Big  Mainframe!  You’ll  be  greeted  by  riotous 
shouts  from  the  “surfers"  already  seated 
(Warning!  Don’t  come  late).  Next,  you’ll  find 
that  the  strangely  dressed  servers  burst  into 
song,  tell  jokes,  and  make  menu  recommenda- 
tions (“Don’t  eat  the  soup!"). 

After  dinner  is  served  (a  choice  of  six 
entrees,  including  a vegetarian  dish),  the 
servers  move  up  to  the  stage  and  the  real  per- 
formance begins.  Maz’s  Looney  Love  on  the 
Internet  will  amuse  you,  amaze  you,  possibly 
offend  you,  but  never  bore  you!  You  don’t  have 
to  be  a NetHead  to  enjoy  this 
performance. ..but  if  you  do  admit  to  knowing 
something  about  computers,  be  read)'  to  be 
pointed  out  as  “the  Geek  at  the  Front  Table!" 

As  the  evening  of  music,  song,  dance,  imper- 
sonation, and  skits  progresses,  you’ll  be 
impressed  with  the  abilities  of  the  talented 
cast:  Mark  Friebe,  Sheila  Sharma,Tony  Deane, 
Andrea  Gittens,  Jon  Lundquist,  Randy  Pierce, 
and  musical  director  Wayne  Usselman.  But  be 
warned— you  could  find  yourself  participating 
in  the  show.The  audience  sometimes  becomes 
the  cast;  the  cast  becomes  the  audience  (no 
need  to  worry — anyone  wanting  to  simply  sit 
back  and  watch  will  find  that  his  or  her  wish- 
es are  graciously  accommodated). 

My  recommendation:  Don’t  miss  it.  It’s  fun, 
it’s  affordable  ($34  for  dinner,  show,  and  GST), 
and  it’s  playing  Wednesdays  through  Sundays, 
7:00  PM  to  11:30  PM.  Phone  (604)  942-2122 
for  reservations. 

PS:  Don’t  bother  pointing  Netscape 
NaiHgator  to  http://www.maziluv.bug/— it’s 
not  a real  Web  site!  ♦ 


BC  computer  maker  wins ... 

continued  from  page  8 

tion  and  works  well  for  certain  compa- 
nies— but  not  all.  Others  say  that  through 
the  Internet  and  other  emerging  tech- 
nologies, virtual  offices  will  pave  the  way 
for  businesses  to  become  more  competi- 
tive in  the  future. 


BC  sets  pace  for  Canadian  online  use 

Researchers  tracking  Internet  industry 
trends  say  British  Columbia  is  leading  the 
way.  A recently  released  report  says  that 
online-wired  homes  in  Canada  will  total 
more  than  a million  by  summer,  with  BC 
accounting  for  nearly  a quarter  of  those. llie 
reason?  BC  rides  the  same  high-technology 
wave  that  California  does,  and  our  comput- 


er prices  are  among  the  lowest  on  the  con- 
tinent. BC  is  also  home  to  more  than  60 
Internet  service  providers,  up  from  40  a 
year  ago.  Competition  for  the  fast-growing 
online  market  is  fierce. 

Steve  Bain  is  the  Computer  Ployer/Conoda  Computes  western 
correspondent  in  Vancouver,  Canada.  Send  news  tips,  ques- 
tions, or  comments  to  Steve@helix.net  ♦ 


hat  softujare  piracu  costs  the  consumer 

uniDer inree  m a series. 


Pirated  software  comes  in  many  forms  Ulhicli  is  why  it  trails  to  protect 
yourself  Learn  how  to  identify  pirated  software  and  understand  its 
implications  and  whateuer  you  do  don  t buy  it 

Pirated  software  is  more  likely  to  contain  viruses 
or  crash  your  computer  lo  make  matters  worse, 
if  it  fails  - and  it  may  - you  re  not  entitled  to  receive 
any  support  from  the  software  manufacturer 

How  do  you  know  when  you've  received  pirated  software?  Always 
took  for  an  end  user  license  agreement  from  the  software  manu 
facturer  If  this  is  not  present,  chances  are  the  software  is  pirated 


Other  unauthorised  software  is  not  as  easily  identifiable  for  instance  sort 
ware  sold  in  plastic  CO  cases  labeled  "lo  be  sold  only  with  hardware  should 
not  be  sold  alone  Ho  mailer  what  anyone  tells  you  this  type  of  software  is 
highly  susceptible  to  being  counterfeited  Ihe  easiest  way  to  protect  yourself 
is  lo  always  deal  with  a reputable  software  retailer  one  who  is  aware 
of  the  problem  of  piracy  and  can  ensure  you  receive  a legitimate  product 

’ n r (i  i fj  r ij  t protect  yourself  look  for  the 
CflBST  (Canadian  Alliance  Against  Software  Iheftl  logo  at  your 
retailer  Iducate  yourself  Pick  up  a CRUST  brochure  IffM 
at  participating  stores  And  should  you  haue  HjillhH 
questions  suspect  someone  may  be  committing  |^|'|;ji[|;l'| 
software  piracy  or  suspect  you  ve  received  EpSI 
pirated  software,  contact  CAASI  at  1 800  ?63  A?00  liialUH 
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Guess  Which 
Cartridge  Saved 
Our  Customer  $70? 


These  days,  the  only  way  to  tell  our 
remanufactured  cartridge  from  a new 
laser  printer  cartridge  is  the  price. 
Our  cartridge  can  save  you  as  much 
as  $70  while  delivering  the  same  high 
quality  and  reliability  you've  come  to 
expect  from  a factory  original. 


COST 

Our  remanufactured  cartridges  save  you  up  to 
50%  of  die  cost  of  new  cartridges.  f\iv\your 
settings  don)  end  there.  We  use  replacement 
parts  diat  exceed  the  specifications  of  factory 
ongmal  parts  resulting  in  more  durable  longer 
btLiigcartudges, 

QUALITY 

Have  you  tned  a remanufactured  cartridge  lately?  Over  die  past  two  years,  die  science  of  rebuilding 
toner  cartridges  for  laser  printers  has  improved  dramatically.  In  fact,  independent  studies  now 
show  diat  remanufactured  cartndgcs  are  liigher  quality  than  new  ones. 

In  die  old  days,  our  industry  used  to  simply 
refill  cartndges.  But  times  have  changed  and  at 
Vancouver  TonerPlus  we  pride  ourselves  on 
having  the  best  cartndgcs  in  die  industry,  livery 
component  of  every  cartridge  is  tested, 
inspected,  and  replaced  as  needed  widi  higher 
quality  parts  dian  die  originals.  Tlic  result  is  a 
cartndge  that  produces  better  quality  text  and 
graplucs  dian  originally-manufactured  parts. 

GUARANTEE 

When  you  put  a toner  cartridge  in  your  machine,  you  expect  great  results  for  the  life  of  the 
cartridge.  And  with  a Vancouver  TonerPlus  toner  cartridge,  that’s  just  what  you’ll  get  - 
cartridges  that  work  the  first  time,  e\ try  time. 

And  to  back  dus  up,  every  toner  cartridge  comes  with  our  personal  guarantee  of  your 
satisfaction.  You  won’t  find  any  loopholes  in  our  warranty' — if  you’re  not  happy  widi  our  products, 
we’ll  gladly  refund  your  money  with  no  questions  asked. 

(m  VANCOUVER  TONERPLUS  TODAY  AT  7604)  552-3280 
TO  START  SAVING  MONEY  ON  TONER  CARTRIDGES! 
—Always  free  pickup  and  delivery— 

VANCOUVER 

g Fax:(604)552-3281 

email  biU@vantplus.com 

CARTRIDGE  REMANUFACTURING  CORR  CHECKUS  OUT  AT  VA.NTPLUS.COM 

-ASK  US  ABOUT  OUR  LASERSAVER 13  STEP  MAINTENANCE  PROGRAM!- 


CALL  NOW  TO  RESERVE  $10.00  OR  10%  OFF 
YOUR  FIRST  ORDER.  WHATEVER  IS  MORE! 


fl  e iu  RSI  t 
avail 

• • By  PIPPA  WYSONG  • • 

A machine  that  kxiks  like  a Mediaeval  torture 
implement  is  the  latest  addition  to  the  arsenal 
of  treatments  for  carpal  tunnel  syndrome. 

The  CTI> Mark  I is  a device  some  chiroprac- 
tors and  physiotherapists  are  offering  as  a treat- 
ment option,  and  unlike  other  devices  it  uses 
neither  electricity  nor  suigery  to  treat  the  prob- 
lem. 

Carpal  tunnel  syndrome,  also  known  as  RSI 
(repetitive  strain  injury),  is  a potentially  crip- 
pling problem  encountered  by  some  people  as 
a result  of  years  of  intense,  unvarying  keyboard 
use  and  poor  economics.  It  can  also  occur  in 
pregnant  women  and  obese  people  as  a result 
of  nerve  compression  caused  by  swelling. 

The  crux  of  the  problem  lies  in  a nerve  in  the 
wrist  that  becomes  compressed  by  surround- 
ing anatomical  structures,  says  Dr.  Brian 
Kk*inbeig,a  chiropractor  at  the  Duflerin  Steeles 
Chiropractic  Health  Centre. 

People  with  carpal  tunnel  syndrome  experi- 
ence tingling  and  numbness  in  their  wrist  and 
arm  (usually  at  night),  lose  grip  strength,  and 
become  increasingly  clumsy.  Picking  up  objects 
becomes  more  difficult.  There  can  also  be  pain 
in  the  forearm, shoulder, elbow,  neck, and  upper 
back  , Dr.  Klein  berg  says. 

Several  approaches  for  treating  the  problem 


reatment 
able 

are  available  and  include  massage, acupuncture, 
drug  therapy  with  cortisone  (to  reduce  inllam- 
mation),  splinting,  heat  treatments,  ultrasound, 
electrical  stimulation,  and  surgery. 

Gimme  an  L? 

When  using  the  CTD  Mark-I  device,  people 
with  carpal  tunnel  put  their  affected  arm  in  an 
Lshaped  bracket,  which  has  two  straps  to  hold 
the  arm  and  hand  in  place. 

Pressure  is  then  exerted  on  the  forearm  and 
wrist  for  about  5 seconds,  then  released.  During 
a single  treatment  session,  pressure  is  put  on 
the  patient  s arm  and  released  about  30  times. 

The  whole  process  helps  make  the  carpal 
tunnel,  as  well  as  other  structures  such  as  liga- 
ments creating  pressure  on  the  median  nerve, 
relax  or  move  away. “Patients  should  see  results 
after  6 to  12  visits,"  Dr.  Kleinbeig  says. 

The  treatment  isn’t  complete.  People  still 
need  to  do  exercises  to  help  recover  mobility 
and  strength  in  their  affected  hand.  Treatment 
with  the  device  may  not  work  for  everyone, 
and  it  may  be  more  effective  on  some  people 
than  on  others. 

“It’s  not  a cure  all,  be  all,  or  end  all,”  Dr. 
Klein  berg  says.  It  does,  however,  offer  sufferers 
another  optkm. 

The  C1D  Mark-I  was  approved  for  use  in 
Canada  by  Health  Canada  in  the  fill  of  1996.  ♦ 


The  Internet  brings  a 
whole  new  meaning 
to  "networking"! 

Now  every  business,  regardless  of  size 
■ or  type,  has  the  opportunity  to  ‘network* 
on  the  world’s  largest  computer 
network...the  Internet.  The  fact  is, 
Canadian  business  is  waking  up  to  the 
value  of  Internet  Access  and  Presence  at  an 
unprecedented  rate,  recognizing  the  impact 
of  the  Net  from  marketing  to  communication 
functions.  Imagine  extending  your  market 
area  beyond  national  boundaries,  interacting 
with  new  business  prospects  without 
solicitation,  saving  hundreds,  even  thousands 
of  dollars  on  your  telephone  and  fax  bills... 

and  that’s  just  the  beginning! 

Question  is...where  does  your  firm 
fit  into  the  picture? 
At  Imaginet  we  specialize  in  helping 
businesses  determine  their  Internet  needs, 
and  providing  the  right  corresponding 
Internet  solution. 


Imaginet  is  a full  service 
Internet  Access  and  Presence 
company,  with  services  including. 

Corporate  Dial  Up  Accounts  / Dedicated 
Access  Accounts  / Web  Page  Design  / Web 
Page  Storage  / Virtual  Web  Servers  / 
Domain  Name  Registration  / Classroom 
Internet  Training  ...  and  much  morel 

I For  more  Information  about  Imaginet 
I or  to  receive  a free  consultation, 

call  us  at  662-8332. 

B dedication  imagine.that 


Internei 

Shmoozing  at  the 

speed  ojiight. 


4E>  C 0 M P U T E R PLAYER)  FEBRUARY  1997 


ACCO 

2nd  Floor 


Tel:  (604)  273-3316 
Fax:  (604)  270-0366  Business  Hour 

Email:  acco@planeteer.com 


Mon-Sat:  10-6:30pm 
Sun:  1 1 -6pm 


Monthly  Special  Brand  Name  Parts,  Wholesale  Prices  with  Warranty  Express  Service! 


First  Time  Buyer  Special  | 


586-100  $789 

Intel  Pentium  PCI  MB  ^ 

256K  Pipeline  Cache 
Built-in  Fast  I/O,  4FIDFV$*‘:,' 

8MB  EDO  RAM 
540MB  p;iDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
Mbit  SVGA  IM  p^niiuin 

104  Key  Win95  Keyboard 
Mini  Tower  Case  w/  230W  PS 
3-Button  Mouse  & Pad 
14"  .28  1024x768  SVGA  Monitor 


586-133 /K5-75 
Pentium  100/120 
133/166 
6x86  P150+/166+ 


$809/859 

$928/958 

$1088/1288 

$968/1038 


Multimedia  Option 

Panasonic  4X  / 8X  CDROM 
I6bit  PnP  Sound  Card 
60W  Multimedia  Speakers 

$159  / $199 


Internet  Station 


J 


6§!  P150+  $1418 

Triton  1II-VX  PCI  MB 
256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
Built-in  Fast  I/O,  4EIDE 
16MB  EDO  RAM  (exp.  to  512MB) 
1.28GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
Panasonic  1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
Trident  64bit  Full  Screen 
Full  Motion  MPEG  Video  Card 
Panasonic  4X  CDROM 
Zoltrix  33.6  Fax/Modem 
Acer  16bit  PnP  Stereo  Sound  Card 
60W  Multimedia  Speakers 
104  Key  Win95  Keyboard 
15”  Mid  Tower  Case  w/230W  CSA  PS 
3-Button  Mouse  & Pad 
15”  SVGA  .28  1280x1024  Monitor 

Pentium  100/120  $1428/1458 

133/150  $1548/1578 

166/200  $1788/1958 

6x86  P150+/166+  $1418/1518 


Ultra  Station  | 


(]p)  P150+  $1968 

Triton  lll-VX  PCI  MB 
512K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
Built-in  Fast  I/O.  4EIDE  — 

32MB  EDO  RAM  ^ 

2.1GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive  ® 

Diamond  Stealth  3D  Full  Screen 
Full  Motion  2M  EDO  MPEG  Video 
Panasonic  12X  CDROM 
130W  Multimedia  Speakers 
1 04  Key  Win95  Keyboard 
Sound  Blaster  32  PnP  Sound  Card 
Zoltrix  33.6  Voice  Fax/Modem 
19"  Mid  Tower  Case  w/230W  CSA  PS 
3-Button  Mouse  & Pad 
15"  SVGA  .28  1280x1024  Monitor 

Pentium  133/150  $2048/2098 

166/200  $2248/2468 

6x86  P150+/166+  $1968/2048 
Pentium  MMX  add  $130 


Ultra  Pro 


J 


Pentium  Pro  150  $2268 

flAlTOfr* 


PINT1UM.PM) 

Intel  Pentium  Pro  (P6)  CPU/256K 
Intel  440FX  Natoma  Chipset  PCI  MB 
Built-in  Fast  I/O.  4EIDE 
32MB  EDO  RAM 
2.5GB  Quantum  Mode  4 Hard  Drive 
Panasonic  1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
Panasonic  12X  CDROM 
I30W  Multimedia  Speakers 
104  Key  Win95  Keyboard 
ATI  3D  PRO  TURBO  PC2TV 
4M  (Exp  8M)  SGRAM 
Sound  Blaster  32  PnP  Sound  Card 
Zoltrix  33.6  Voice  Fax/Modem 
19"  ATX  Tower  Case  w/230W  CSA  PS 
3- Button  Mouse  & Pad 

M£0*j 


Office^ 


Pro  180/200 


BackOffice” 


$2568/2838 


Get  FREE 
niifftLs  Microsof 

1 

gifts  value  up  to  $100  when  you  purchase  any  ACCO  System, 
t Windows  95  SR2  / NT  4 Full  Version  only  $119  / $289  ! 

No  Credit  Card 

i 

CPU  & Mainboards  [ 

| Hard  Drives 

Video  Cards 

) System  Upgrade 

Misc. 

Pentium  OPTI  PCI  MB $109 

Built-in  Fast  I/O,  256K  PBC 
4x72pin  SIMM,  AWARD  PnP  BIOS 

Pentium  Triton  III  VX  MB $1 19 

Built-in  Fast  I/O.  256K  PBC 
72/168  SDRAM.PS2.SDRAM,  USB 

586/486  PCI/VLB/ISA  MB $89 

4EIDE,  1 P/2x  1 6550, 4x72pin 
ASUSTVP4VX  256K  SI85 

ASUST2P4HX  256K $195 

Tayan  Tomcat  111/Dual  P5/5I2K....$339 

Cyrix  5x86-100  CPU $59 

AMD  5x86-133  CPU $75 

AMD  K5-75  MHz  CPU $79 

Pentium  100/120 $149/159 

Pentium  133/150 $239/269 

Pentium  166/200 $429/599 

Cyrix  6x86  P150+/I66+ $145/215 

4M  30pin $29 

8M/EDO  72pin  (60ns) $39.95 


Seagate  540MB  EIDE $179 

1.28GB  EIDE $245 

1.7  GB  EIDE $275 

WD  1.28/1. 6GB $265/285 

WD  2. 1/2. 5GB $325/375 

WD  3.1GB $399 

Quantum  2.5GB $339 

Panasonic  3.5"  Floppy $30 

Seagate  TapeStor  3.2G $289 


Fax  Modems 


Olkftobotlcs 

|rt««tirg*ni  Centre  tr  tfitmiuM-u  i Arneiw 

Zoltrix  33.6  Fax $109 

Zoltrix  33.6  Voice/Fax $129 

USR  33.6  Fax $155 

USR  33.6  Voice/Fax $169 

Supra  33.6  Voice/Fax $139 


Cirrus  Logic  64bit  SVGA $39 

Trident  9680  MPEG  SVGA $49 

ATI  Mach64  MPEG $85 

S3  Virge  3D  w/  Games $85 

Diamond  Stealth  3D  2M  EDO...$145 

ATI  3D  Plus  2M  SDRAM $175 

Matrox  Mystique  2M $229 

MGA  Millenium  2 M/4 M..  . $2 39/299 

Sceptre  15”  1280x1024.28 $359 

MAG  DX700T  17”  .25 $949 


Printers 


Canon  BJC  240  Color $249 

Canon  BJC  4100  Color. $299 

Canon  LBP  460  600dpi  Laser..... $379 

IBM  Lexmark  2050  Color $429 

Panasonic  600dpi  Laser $389 

Panasonic  I200dpi,6ppm  Laser.. $499 


256K  - 512K  Pipeline  Cache $30 

14”-  15”  Monitor $100 

1.28-  1.7 -2. 1GB $40/$40 

2.1  -2.5 $20 

Video  DRAM  1M  -2M $25 


CDROM  & Sound  Card 


Mitsumi/Panasonic  4X  CDROM $99 

Acer/Panasonic  8X  CDROM.  ....$135/$  139 
Panasonic  12X  CDROM $165 

Acer  16bit  PnP  Stereo  SoundCard $39 

Zoltrix  16bit  PnP  Sound  Card $39 

Sound  Blaster  16  PnP. $89 

Sound  Blaster  32  PnP $145 

Sound  Blaster  AWE64  Retail $259 

60/1 30W  Multimedia  Speaker $25/$45 

YAMAHA  144W  Subroofer $99 


Mitsumi  104  KB $20 

Logitech  2B  Mouse $25 

Microsoft  Mouse ..$35 

13"  Tower  w/  PS $49 

15719”  Tower. $59/69 

IOmega  Zip  Drive $249 

100M  Zip  Disk $18 

Super  IDE  I/O  Card  $30 

Adaptec  2940  Scsi $249 

Adaptec  2940UW $325 

NE2000  Ethernet $45 

PCI  Ethernet $59 

MS-HOME  Packs $85 

MS-Office  Pro95  $249 
NT  4.0  Wk station  $289 

NT  4.0  Server/10usr...$999 


Prices  subject  to  change  w/o  notice 
Coporate  P.O.  welcome. 

Best  rate  leasing  available. 


ACCO  Computer  is  the  first  company  in  North  America 
to  offer  Warranty  Express  Service.  You  have  same  day 
service  when  you  own  any  ACCO  Computer  Systems 


Notebook Call 


3 year  labor  & 1 year  parts  warranty 

Free  Internet  Setup  & Access  (1st  Month) 


Feature 


By  MYLES  WHITE  • • 

f you’ve  ever  stood  in  a 
busy  video  store, 
thumbing  through  a 
dog-eared,  out-of-date 
catalogue  or  trying  to 
get  some  advice  from 
staff,  you  already  know 
how  useless  these  tactics 
arc— particularly  if  you  can  only 
remember  a part  of  the  title,  want  to  see 
a list  of  films  by  a particular  director  or 
starring  a specific  actor,  or  if  all  you  want 
is  a particular  genre  of  film  (“I  feel  like  a 
Western  tonight"),  or  perhaps  just  a 
mood  (“It’s  been  a rough  week  and  I 
could  use  a good  laugh  ").Three  CD-ROM 
titles  available  this  year  can  come  to  your 
rescue. 


tions,  reviews,  still  photos,  and,  in  some 
instances,  video  clips. 

Each  of  the  titles  has  associated  World 
Wide  Web  sites  that  aUow,  at  least  in  the 
case  of  the  All  Xiotie  Guide  and 
Citietnania , periodic  updates  of  their  data- 
bases. Both  products  also  offer  links  to 
other  Web  sites  fur  studios,  directors,  actors 
and  film  cults. 

Which  is 
which? 

If  the  num- 
ber of  film 
titles  on  the 
CD-ROM  is 
your  para- 
mount con- 
cern, the 
Corel  All 
Motie  Guide 
is  a winner 
with  over 
100, (XX)  titles  (100,472  says  the  compa- 
ny). The  Blockbuster  Guide  is  next  with 
just  under  23,000,  while  Cinenumia  97 
trails  the  pack  with  just  under  21,000 
titles  in  its  database. 

For  all  three  products,  once  you  enter 
a request,  search  time  is  virtually  nil.  In 
Cinemunia  97 , the  list  of  possible  titles 
is  filtered  as  you  type  each  character 
into  its  “Find"  dialogue  and  a film  tide 
will  be  on  the  list  long  before  you  stop. 


modified  by  selecting  one  year  or 
a range  of  >ears  and/or  through 
the  program’s  own  five-star  rating 
system. 

The  Blockbuster  Guide  offers 
free  monthly  updates  via  Internet 
(although  we  were  unable  to  find  exact- 
ly how  you  add  die  updates  to  the  data- 
base when  we  visited  the  site),  a listing  of 


start  die  pro- 
gram, as  well  as  random  startup  point- 
ers to  movie  tides,  biographies,  and 
celebrity  tours.All  ddes  have  a review 
or  notes  from  Leonard  Maltin,  Roger 
Ebert,  Pauline  Kael,  Cinelkxiks's  The 
Motion  Picture  Guide , or  Baseline’s 
The  Encylopedia  of  Film.  Often, 
there  is  more  dian  one  choice  of 
review. 

Cinemunia  owners  can  get  free 
online  database  updates  from 
Microsoft  via  die  Internet  (you’ll  also 
be  invited  to  subscribe,  for  a fee,  to 
MS  Online,  but  it’s  not  required). 
Many  of  the  film  references  and  arti- 
cles include  hot  links  to  other  movie 
Web  sites. 

Cinemunia  97  is  available  for 
Windows  93  or  NT  and  Mac. 

Criteria  of  choice 

The  All  Mot de  Guide's  main  screen  is  a 
“video  store"  with  each  visible  item  lead- 
ing somewhere  else.  There  are  16  broad 
film  categories  on  a video  display  rack 


I feel  like  a Western  tonight’ 


the  “50  Greatest  Movies  of  All  Time" 
selected  by  a panel  of  critics,  over  1 1 ,000 
reviews  from  London’s  Time  Out  for 


It's  been  a rough  uieek  and  I could  use  a good  laugh 


The  All  Movie  Guide  2 (Corel), 
Blockbuster  Entertainment  Guide  to 
Movies  and  Videos , 2nd  edition 
(Creative  Multimedia/Viacom),  and 


Cinematiia  97  (Microsoft)  offer  die  abil- 
ity to  search  for  tides,  partial  ddes,  key- 
words, and  phrases.  They  have  descrip- 


Tbe All  Motie  Guide  filters  its  list  each 
time  you  pause  in  your  typing— whether 
that’s  in  the  middle  of  a word  or  the  end 
of  a phrase.  Only  the  Blockbuster  Guide 
requires  you  to  hit  the  “enter"  key  before 
it  will  start  a search,  but  once  that’s  done 
there  isn’t  enough  time  to  start  a stop- 
watch before  the  results  are  on  screen. 

Instead  of  how  quickly  you  can  find  a 
movie  ride  you  know,  the  number  of 
way's  to  find  one  you  don  t know  is  more 
important. 

Keep  it  simple? 

The  Blockbuster  Guide  has  the  sim- 
plest searcher.  Keywords,  tides,  and 
phrases  are  integrated  into  one  database, 
but  you  can  modify  your  search  by  set- 
ting other  criteria— by  limiting  the 
search  to  Academy  Award  nominees  or 
winners  for  various  Award  categories, 
specifying  film  genres  (action,  comedy, 
science-fiction,  horror),  selecting  only 
rides  widi  additional  media  on  the  disk 
(still  photos  or  video  clips),  by  MPAA 
(Morion  Picture  Association  of  America) 
rating  (G,  PG,  PG-13,  or  R— no  X or  NO 
17),  or  by  country.  Each  selection  can  be 


Film  Guide , recommended  movie  lists, 
biographies,  cast  and  crew  listings,  and  a 
movie  trivia  game,  Star  Links. 

The  Blockbuster  Guide  is  bundled 
with  the  Billboard  Music  Guide , and  is 
available  for  Windows  (3.  lx  or  95)  and 
Mac. 

Searching  by  mood 

Cinemunia  97's  opening  screen  pro- 
vides a list  of  film  genres,  but  other 
search  options  on  the  browsing  screen 
are  extensive.  A search  could  include 
movie  rides,  people,  articles,  and/or 
“Cinemania  Suggests,"  a list  you  can  fur- 
ther modify  with  choices  such  as  “a  good 
laugh  ."“adrenaline  rush,"  or  “family  fare." 

Each  category  can  have  other  filters: 
starring,  also  starring,  directed  by, 
awards,  critics/ratings,  MPAA  rating 
(including  unrated,  X,  and  NC-17),  coun- 
try, tape  or  video  disc,  rides  with  still  pho- 
tos or  videos  on  the  CD,  year,  and 
whether  to  include  TV  movies.  You  can 
also  search  each  broad  category  by  word 
or  phrase. 

Other  features  include  a trivia  quiz 
with  a different  question  each  time  you 


leading  to  the  main  tide  browser  (includ- 
ing “Feature  "—all  tides— and  “Recent"— 
rides  released  in  the  1990s). 

Behind  the  rack  are  other  objects: 
video  monitors,  posters,  and  a checkout 
desk  with  store  clerk  and  computer. 
Some  of  the  objects  start  the  browser 
restricted  to  tides  with  stills  (the  All 
Motie  Guide  contains  no  video  clips), 
people  with  pictures,  or  famous  people. 
The  “clerk"  (a  different  picture  each  time 
you  start  the  program)  calls  a search  wiz- 
ard for  searching  movies  by  category,  by 
up  to  two  words  in  rides,  or  by  name  of 
actor  or  director. 

Along  the  bottom  of  the  screen  arc 
more  search  agents.  You  can  sort  by 
Criteria— long  lists  on  several  tabbed 
pages,  including  genre,  category',  MPAA 
rating  (includes  NO  17),  All  Motie' s own 
five-star  rating,  years,  and  styles. 

By  itself,  the  “styles"  filter  has  ten  artis- 
tic styles  (avant-garde  to  “psychotronic") 
and  six  production  styles  (silent,  for  TV, 
animation,  live  action,  closed  captioned, 
subtides).  You  can  choose  one  or  several 
criteria  on  this  page  alone. 

And  that’s  just  the  “Criteria"  search 
engine.  Other  search  engines  sort  by  key- 
word, plot  synopsis,  country,  mood, 
award,  and  year. Additional  features  along 
this  bottom  strip:  Birthdays  (a  database 

continued  on  page  20 
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"performance 

^ithMM^technology!  ^ 


Sidewinder 

qamepad 


Experience  Enhanced 

Tt  f ^lil  1 • -m.  T t .... 


Multimedia  Now! 

Be  prepared.  Multimedia  is  transforming  personal  computing  and  you  can  join  the  revolution.  The  new  multimedia 
enhanced  IPC  CM/MX  featuring  Intel's  MMX  “ technology  is  engineered  to  take  advantage  of  the  dramatic  improve- 
ments about  to  occur  in  3D  graphics  and  video  performance. 

With  a blazing  200MHz  Intel  Pentium*  processor,  a 64-bit  video  card,  32MB  of  RAM,  and  a 33,6  internal  modem,  the 
CM/MX  is  configured  for  excitement.  And  of  course,  our  famous  IPC  "Peace  of  Mind  Warranty"  (which  includes  three 
years  parts  and  labour,  toll-free  technical  support,  and  on-site'  service  for  the  first  full  year)  is  configured  for  security! 

A new  generation  of  higher-performance  multimedia  and  communications  applications  are  on  the  horizon  and  the 
CM/MX  is  ready  now!  Don't  be  left  behind.  Say  good-bye  to  the  past.  Say  hello  to  the  future  of  computing.  Experience 
the  realism  and  the  brilliance  of  enhanced  multimedia  now.  Call  us  today  at  1.888.446.4472  for  a dealer  near  you. 


Pentium 

F » c c 1 • > o « 


PERSONAL 

COMPUTERS 


about  MMX  Technology 

While  most  processor  improvements  are  based  on  clock  speed  or  microarchitecture  tech- 
niques. MMX  technology  actually  adds  57  powerful  new  instructions  to  Intel's  architecture 
Performance  benefits  range  from  50  to  400%  depending  on  the  application. 

MMX  technology  will  enable  higher  quality,  high  performance  technologies  for  graphics, 
video,  and  audio.  Video  conferencing,  DVD  movies,  internet  multimedia,  and  CD  gaming 
are  just  a few  of  the  applications  that  will  be  enhanced  by  MMX  technology! 


Software  titles  included: 

Microsoft  Windows  95,  Works  4.0  for  Windows  95, 
Encana  1997,  Microsoft  Goff  3 0 Multimedia  Edition, 
Money  4 0 for  Windows  95.  Scholastic's  The  Magic 
School  Bus  Explores  the  Solar  System  1 0.  Interactive 
CD  Sampler.  Microsoft  Soccer.  Sega  Virtua  FighterPC. 
Microsoft  SideWinder  Game  Pad,  and  Microsoft  Phone 


IPC  CM  MX 


Intelligent  Personal  Computers 

Intel  Pentium*  processor 
with  MMX  technology 

32  MB  RAM  • 512k  pipeline  cache 
2 MB  64-bit  SVGA  video  card 
FM  receiver/tuner  radio  card 
33,600  bps  fax.data  modem 
Voice  mail  w/  Telephony  software 
Sound  Blaster-32  card 
Amplified  external  speakers 
Keyboard,  Microsoft  mouse,  & pad 
Monitor  not  included 

166MHz  processor 
12x  CO  ROM  • 1.7  CB  hard  drive 

Only  $103  per  month  * 


200MHz  processor 

16x  CO  ROM  • 2.1  CB  hard  drive 


Only  $122  per  month  * 


See  the  IPC  CM*MX  at  an  authorized  IPC  dealer  near  you,  or  for  information  call:  1.888.l>GO,4-IPC 

Abbotsford Pacific  Office  N Things  604.864.0865 

Burnaby  Dextpn  Enterprises 604.433.9866 

Kamloops Specialty  Electronics 604.851.9949 

Kelowna DCC  Systems 604.762.2696 

Campbell  River  . . .Odyssey  Computer  Services  . . .604.287.3311 

Chilliwack MS  Computech  Electronics 604.858.8337 

Comox  Panic  Computers 604.339.0929 

Delta  / Surrey  . . . .Strider  Computers 604.543.4200 

PortAlbemi Alltech  Computer  Systems 604.723.1127 

Prince  George  . . . .Computime 604.564.3778 

Vancouver Poison's  Office  Products 604.879.0631 

Williams  Lake Information  Mgt.  Service 604.392.4675 

The  tr*e<  Inside  Logo  and  Pentaxn  are  registered  trademarks  and  MMX  is  a trademark  of  Intel  Corporation  The  IPC  logo  is  a trademark  at  30  Microcomputers  Prices  and  configurator  subject  to  change  without  notice  Al  prices  are  cash  Accounted  * 
O A C based  on  36  month  term  with  a tax  market  value  buyback  opton  Orvsrte  serve*  is  not  avaiatte  m a*  regions.  'Monitor  net  covered  by  on  site  service 


Feature 


games™  blau 


• • By  WILLIAM  A.  WOOD  • • 

Weil,  there  is  a finite  anxxjnt  of  leisure  time,  which  we  could  spend 
playing  one  or  the  other.  Board  games  and  computer  games  are  dif- 
ferent, though.  The  latter  are  a generally  solitary  pursuit,  and  the  for- 
mer are  meant  to  be  enjoyed  with  one  or  more  companions.  As 
such,  they  don't  really  tread  on  each  other's  toes. 

If  there  is  a contest,  perhaps  it's  for  our  hearts  and  minds.  It  seems 
dear  that  computer  games  have  captured  the  modem  imagination. 
Maybe  the  real  question  is,  when  we  have  some  free  time,  what  to 
we  want  to  play? 

Cock-a-doodle-doof 

Computer  games  have  certainly  taken  hold  of  many  people.  Many 
a gamer  has  experienced  the  "111  just  play  ten  more  minutes/one 
more  tum/until  the  next  major  development. . .hey,  the  sun's  com- 
ing up!"  scenario.  Like  a book  you  can't  put  down  (remember 
those?),  a computer  game  can  dig  its  claws  into  you  and  ding  like  a bad  habit 
Is  computer  gaming  a bad  habit?  I remember  bringing  a copy  of  Civilization  (addiction-wise,  this 
game  is  pure  evil)  with  me  when  visiting  a friend  for  the  weekend.  And  because  he  had  two 
computers,  we  spent  the  weekend  apart— we  didn't  even  play  together! 

Today's  games  incorporate  more  possibilities  for  human/human  interaction.  You  can  log  onto 
multiplayer  Internet  sites  and  strive  against  people  all  over  the  world.  Closer  to  home,  you  can 
play  many  games  against  a friend  via  modem  (Command  fir  Conquer  is  awesome  this  way).  In 
general,  though,  computer  gaming  is  still  something  people  do  on  their  own.  They  may  talk 
strategy  with  friends,  but,  ultimately,  they  play  alone. 

Board  games  are  social  situations,  which  can  add  levels  of  complexity  to  the  play.  Board  games 
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• • By  MARC  SALTZMAN  • • 

Did  you  hear  the  neujs? 

If  you  want  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ever- 
changing  interactive-entertainment  industry, 
but  don’t  have  time  to  read  a pile  of  maga- 
zines or  visit  your  local  retailer  several  times 
a week,  you  now  have  another  option— if 
you’re  online,  that  is. 

Via  Real  Audio,  you  can  hear  up-to-the- 
minute  gaming  news  while  you  surf  the 
Web.  Simply  visit  the  world’s  only  radio  cen- 
tre dedicated  to  PC,  Mac,  and  TV-console 
gaming,  the  All  Games  Network,  and  choose 
from  up  to  eight  different  shows  to  hear 
through  your  computer’s  speakers. 

Some  shows  are  regular  segments,  updated 
daily,  such  as  Game  Time!  and  Video  Game 
Time!  Most  impressive,  however,  are  those 
covering  individual  game-genres:  Mondays 
are  Sports  days;  Tuesdays  highlight 
Simulations;  Wednesdays  transmit  the 
Action/Adventure  bulletin;  Thursdays  are 
Strategy  and  Role-Playing  Games;  and  on 
Fridays,  you  can  hear  the  Internet  and 
Multiplayer  show.  There  are  also  hardware 
specials  scattered  throughout  each  month. 

Each  show  is  roughly  30  to  45  minutes 
long  and  the  broadcast  quality  is  quite  good 
(I’ve  been  listening  to  them  on  a 28.8/33.6 
Kbps  modem  during  regular  business  hours, 
with  little  or  no  “buffering"  snags). 

Other  notables  at  this  site  include  a demo- 
download  page  of  all  the  hot  PC  titles,  a review- 
er’s comer,  and  a Game  Time!  chat  area. The  All 
Games  Network  is  worthy  of  a bookmark  for 
any  computer-  or TV-gaming  enthusiast. 


The  neHt  best 
thing  to  being  there 

One  of  the  most  exciting  turns  in  recent  PC 
gaming  is  the  technology  to  support  multi- 
player competitions  over  the  Internet  .This  has 
revolutionized  the  computer-game  industry, 
since  you  can  now  replace  predictable  AI  (arti- 
ficial intelligence)  with  human  responses, 
against  anyone  in  the  world. 

Major  online  networks  have  sprung  up  over 
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the  past  year,  such  as  Mplayer,TEN,  and  DWAN- 
GO,  which  allow  for  real-time,  head-to-head  hat- 
ties  using  your  favourite  CD-ROMs.  For  roughly 
$10  to  $20  a month,  you  can  engage  in  multi- 
player Duke  Nukem  3D , Warcraft  II,  or 
Command  & Conquer  Red  Alert  action. 

Many  of  us  feel,  however,  that  we  spend 
enough  per  month  for  our  Internet  connec- 
tion as  it  is. Thankfully,  a few  game  manufac- 
turers have  quickly  responded  with  various 
free  online  networks  to  support  their  own 
CD-ROM  titles,  or  have  spawned  new  sites 
whereby  you  don’t  even  need  a CD  to  play. 

Blizzard’s  Battle.net  provides  an  arena  for 
their  customers  to  chat,  challenge  opponents, 
and  initiate  multiplayer  games,  at  no  cost 
whatsoever — no  hourly  or  monthly  fee,  no 
setup  or  initiation  charge. To  play  a supported 
game  over  the  Internet  with  other  players 
worldwide,  select  the  Internet  option  from 
within  the  game  and  away  you  go. 

Two  games  were  supported  on  Battle.net  at 
presstime:  the  popular  CRPG  Diablo , and  high- 
ly anticipated  Starcrafi  (Warcraft  in  space!). 

The  next  free  place  to  visit,  and  bookmark, 
is  The  BeZerk  Network. The  folks  at  Berkeley 
Systems  have  opened  their  doors  to  PC  and 
Mac  players  who  get  a kick  out  of  their  pop- 
ular You  Don't  Know  Jack  CD-ROM  series. 
Download  a small  file  that  resides  on  your 
hard  drive  (approximately  8 MB)  and  you  can 
play  either  You  Don't  Know  Jack:  The  Net 
Show  or  You  Don't  Know  Jack:  Sports 
Edition — online,  in  real  time. 

Pop  Culture  trivia  questions  change  twice 
a week  to  keep  things  fresh,  and  top  scorers 
compete  for  $5,000  in  cash  and  prizes  per 
month. You’ll  be  happy  to  know  all  the  hilar- 
ity and  witty  humour  from  obnoxious  host 
Nate  Shapiro  is  intact. 

Software  gaming  giant  Sierra  has  also  built 
a free  network  on  which  to  play  its  games, 
aptly  called  The  Sierra  Internet  Gaming 
System  (SIGS).  All  you  need  to  pay  for  are  the 
CD-ROM  games  and,  of  course,  your  basic 
Internet  time.  Play  Blackjack , Trophy  Bass  2, 
Poker,  Power  Chess,  and  Dr.  Brain  4 , against 
many  other  Sierra  fans.  Future  games  to  be 
supported  by  SIGS  include  Football  '97, 
Earth  Siege  2,  Birthright,  Mission  Force: 
Cyberstorm , and  Shivers  2. 

continued  on  page  IS 
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Lastly,  I wanted  to  highlight  the  Internet 
Gaming  Zone.  Maintained  by  Microsoft,  the 
Zone  offers  visitors  classic  games  such  as 
Chess,  Checkers,  Hearts,  Bridge,  Spades,  Go, 
and  Reversi.  By  the  time  you  read  this,  you 
should  be  able  to  locate  opponents  to  play 
more  complex  Microsoft  retail  games:  Close 
Combat , Monster  Truck  Madness , Hellbender , 
and  Golf  3.0. This  is  a sleek  site  with  much  to 
see  and  do. 

Thanks  and  appreciation  go  out  to  the 


game  manufacturers  who  have  acknowl- 
edged the  rising  costs  of  PC  entertain- 


The  bakery  scene  from  Sierra  Shivers  II. 


ment,  and  have  taken  steps  to  make  it  eas- 
ier for  those  of  us  who  enjoy  playing 
against  real  people! 

msmm 

Hooray  for  Hollywood? 

All,  the  evolution  of  PC  gaming  graphics: 
text  adventures  grew'  into  blocky  EGA  and 
CGA  graphics,  then  more  colourful  but  still 
pixel-ish  VGA  developed  into  smoother 
SVGA  graphics,  which  in  turn  have  matured 
into  live-motion  video.  Six  months  ago,  I 
might  have  argued  that  hand-drawn  or  com- 


puter-generated animation  was  much  better 
than  seeing  real  people  in  PC  games,  due  to 
the  generally  poor  acting  and  lack  of  true 
interactivity.  With  the  introduction  of 
Hollywood  actors — and  budgets — however, 
these  problems  seem  to  be  annoyances  of 
the  past. 

Some  of  the  more  popular  games  of  late 
not  only  feature  real  actors  and  actresses,  but 
fairly  big  names  as  well.  The  list  includes 
Christopher  Lloyd  (^Toons  truck),  'Hm  Curry 
( Frankenstein : Through  the  Eyes  of  a 

continued on  page  16 


AE  ELECTRONICS  CORP. 

Tel:  (604)  279-8867  Fax:  (604)279-5510  www.aeworld.com  138-2981  Simpson  Rd.  Richmond,  BC  Canada,  V6X  2R2 


Surcharge 


Asus  T2P4  Pentium  PCI  M8.  256k  PB  cache.  IDEIO  $215 

Asus  TVP4  Pentium  PCI  MB.  256k  PB  cache.  IDEIO  $195 

Asus  Pentium  Pro  200Mh2  PCI  MB.  IDEIO  $395 

Asus  Dual  Pentium  Pro  200Mhz  PCI  MB.  IDEIO  $895 

Intel  Pentium  1 00/ 120/ 133/1 50/ 166/200MHz  $175/215/320/340/600/795 
Intel  Pentium  Pro  CPUs  180/200 MHz  $675/1 195 

30  Pin  RAM  4MB  $35 

72  Pin  RAM  4/8/16/32MB  $30/55/109/219 


Daytek  1 436/ 1S36M  S3 1/1 73 1/1 704/2 102  $285/375/385/71 5/925/2 1 25 

ViewSonic  1 4" 1000/1 5*655/ 15*656/ 1769/775  $349/496/535/769/915 

ADI  15"4V/17"5V  $465/800 

NEC  CROMA-Clear  15*M50G/17“M700  $705/1 129 

Sony  SVGA  monitor  17*200SX/ir200SF/20sf2  $975/1 195/2315 


ATI  Video  Boost/Xpression  1MB/2MB 

ATI  3D  Xpression*  2MB/4M6 

ATI  3D  Xpression*  PC2TV  2MB/4MB 

ATI  3D  Pro  Turbo  PC2TV,  4MB/8MB 

Matrox  30  Accelerator  w/2M8  Wram  Mystique/MiUemum 

Miro  Video  Capture  board  DC  20/DC  30 


$99/109/105/135 

$189/225 

$207/245 

$279/435 

$249/275 

$825/1175 


HARDRIVE.  CONTROLLER 


WD  1.2/1 .6/2  1/2.5/3.1GB 
Seagate  Hawk  SCSI-2  1 06/2  1/4  3GB 
Seagate  Barracuda  Ultra  SCSI  2.1/4  3/9  1GB 
Quantum  F.rebal  Ultra  SCSI-3  2 1/3  2GB 
Adaptec  2940  SCSI/Ultra/Ultra  Wide 


$285/305/365/398/445 

$505/795/1379 

$1085/1619/2795 

$509/705 

$280/300/455 


$2245  Toshiba  110CS 


Lease  $79 


$5515  Toshiba  500CDT 


$8095  Toshiba  730CDT 


ILease  S280 


$650  each 


ACCPAC 

Plus  Accounting 


$55  academic  (post  secondary 


Uvrotat  Sinuii 


Auujuin*  Mw 


$1395  each 


MODeCTrT??TE^CANNER.  CD-ROM.  CASE  ||  COMPLETE  MULTI-MEDIA  SYSTEMS  WITH  SPEAKERS,  MONITOR  AND  WIN95  CD 


Logitech  Sena!  or  PS2  mouse  $85 

USR  Sportster  fax/modem  intemal/voice  (OEM)  $165/185 

USR  Sportster  tax/modem  mtemal/vorce  (OEM)  $230/265 

HP  400C  inkjet  color  printer  $289 

HP  Laser  Jet  5L/6P  $689/1055 

HP  Scan  Jet  4 Color  $1255 

HP  60201  CD-ROM  Wnter  (require  SCSI  card)  $775 

CD-ROM  Drives  8X/12X  $159/195 

Heavy  duty  tower  case  with  250W  PS  1 9'/25"  $1 25/225 


USR  TOTAL  CONTROL 


NETSERVER  modems  8/16  $4,650/8,750 

NETSERVER  1-modems  8/1 6 $1 0,600/1 5,860 


$3875  PRO200 


- Pentium  Pro  CPU 
32MB  60ns  RAM 
256KB  cache 


- 1 44MB  floppy  drive 
-2  1GB  WDEIDE  HD 

- 8x  IDE  CD-ROM 

- Built-in  EIDE  controller 

• ATI  M64  2M  Xpression 

• 1 7*  Sony  sx200  monitor 
- 19*  heavy  duty  case 

- 250W  Power  supply 

• Enhanced  keyboard 
Microsoft  mouse 

• SoundBlaster  16  PnP 

- Amplified  speaker  set 
Wndows  95  on  CD 


$2955  AE166 

Lease  $104 


- Intel  Pentium  CPU 

- 32MB  60ns  EDO  RAM 
256KB  PB  cache 


- 1 44MB  floppy  drive 
•2  1GB  WDEIDE  HD 

- 8x  IDE  CD-ROM 

• Bmlt-m  EIDE  controller 

• Matrox  Millenium  3D 

- 1 7*  ViewSonic  monitor 

- 19*  heavy  duty  case 

- 2 SOW  Power  supply 

- Enhanced  keyboard 

- Microsoft  mouse 

- SoundBlaster  16  PnP 

- Amplified  speaker  set 

- Windows  95  on  CD 


$1995 AE133 

Lease  $70 


• Intel  Pentium  CPU 

• 16MB  60ns  EDO  RAM 
256KB  PB  cache 

- 1 44MB  floppy  drive 

- 1 6GB  WD  EIDE  HD 
8x  IDE  CD-ROM 

- BuiH-m  EIDE  con  trotter 

- ATI  M64  2M  MPEG  Xpr 

• 15*  Daytek  monitor 

- 1 9*  heavy  duty  case 

- 250W  Power  supply 

- Enhanced  keyboard 
Microsoft  mouse 
SoundBlaster  16  PnP 

• Amplified  speaker  set 
Wndows  95  on  CD 


Areas  of  Expertise 

Computer  Systems 
Components 
Peripherals 
Software 
Multimedia 
Technical  Service 
ACCPAC  Accounting 
Network  Installations 
Windows95  & NT 
Office  Connectivity 
USR  Total  Control 
Remote  Access 
Remote  Control 
We  do  on-site  service 
and  support.  Call  our 
friendly  staff  for  all 
your  hardware  and 
software  needs. 
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Feature 


CONTEST  FOR  GAMING  FANATICS! 


Name  all  eleven  games 
pictured  on  the  front 
cover  of  this  month's 
Computer  Player!  and 
qualify  to  win  a copy  of 
Blizzard's  Diablo. 


Send  us  your  answers  as  well  as  your  name,  address 
and  telephone  number  to:  Gaming  Contest 
e-mail:  contest@tc  pon.com  fax:  (41 6)  588-41 1 0 
mail:  99  Atlantic  Blvd.  #408,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M6K  3J8 
Deadline:  February  10, 1997 


What'  new  on  the  gaining  scene ... 
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Monster),  Christopher  Walken  and  Anthony 
Burgess  ( Ripper ),  Dennis  Hopper  {Hell:  A 
CyberPunk  Thriller ),  Mark  Hamill  {Wing 
Commander  IV  The  Price  of  Freedom),  Tia 
Carrere  ( The  Daedalus  Encounter),  Margot 
Kidder  {Under  A Killing  Moon),  and  Barry 
Corbin  ( The  Pandora  Directive). 


25  Reasons  Why  NRI  Training  in  Computer  Servicing 
Is  Your  Best  Choice  for  Career  Success 


According  to  the  Department  of 
liibor,  jobs  for  computer  service 
technicians  will  be  up  by  58%  in  the 
next  10  years.  Isn't  it  about  time  that 
you  looked  into  NRI  training? 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


8 


10 

11 


14 


You  don’t  need  any  experience 
to  get  started. 

You  can  depend  on  NRI,  a division 
of  The  McGraw-Hill  Companies. 

You  study  at  home,  at  your 
own  pace. 

You  put  theory  into  practice 
with  hands-on  projects. 

You  work  one-on-one  with  an 
experienced  instructor. 

You  establish  a solid  foundation 
with  a review  of  basic  electronics. 

You  train  with  the  NRI  Discovery 
Lab  to  experience  circuit  design 
and  modification. 

You  train  with  a digital  multimeter, 
for  quick  and  easy  testing. 

You  get  a customized 
Pentium®  1 66  or  better  PC 
to  train  with  and  keep! 

You  leant  how  to  troubleshoot  and 
maintain  today’s  sophisticated  PCs. 

You  explore  the  features 
you’ve  chosen  for  your 
computer,  from  the  memory 
chips  to  the  high-speed 
CD-ROM  drive. 

You  leant  how  to 
take  advantage  of 
PC  communications  and  the 
Internet. 

You  use  your 
new  computer's 
28.800  baud  or  faster  fax/ 
modem  in  conjunction  with 
Netscape  Navigator1  M Web 
browser  software. 

You  explore  the  applications  and 
accessories  of  Windows  95,  today's 
hottest  graphical  user  interface. 


1 B%  You  train  with  and  keep 
I W the  self-booting  Forefront 
Troubleshooter™  software  and  CD- 
ROM.  comprehensive  diagnostics 
you  can  tmst. 

1 4J  With  NRI’s  new  PC 
I W Optioas  Plan,  you  can  purchase 
low-cost  computer  upgrades  and 
peripherials  for  your  customized  PC. 

nY'ou  have  access  to  NRI’s 

brand-new  “cyberschool”  to 
contact  your  instructor, 
dow  nload  supplemental 
materials,  participate  in 
online  seminars,  and 
more! 

1 O You  can  call  NRI’s 
I O TelcService  hotline,  for 
24-hour  answers  to  vour 
questions. 

1 Q You  get  immediate  fallback 
I V with  NRI’sTeleGrading 
service,  featuring  24-hour  exam  grading. 

M Your  company  may 
pay  for  all  or  part 
of  your  tuition. 

(Hundreds  of 
companies  do!)  0 


You  can  prepare  for 
the  A+  Certification 
exam  with  NRI's 
exclusive 
CD-ROM! 


You  can 

continue  receiving 
advice  and  fallback  from  your  instructor 
after  you  graduate. 

OO  You  can  turn  to  NRI  for  letters  of 
m W recommendation,  transcripts, 
tips  on  resume  writing,  and  more. 

MYou  get  the  skills  and 

confidence  to  move  up  on 
the  job,  start  a new  career,  or  open 
your  own  business. 

OE  You  can  call  our  toll-free  number 
mV  for  a free  catalog.  Or,  visit  as  at 
http://vvww.mhcec.com  on  the  Web! 


^ Check  one  FREE  catalog  only  High  school  diploma  or  GED 
recommended  for  ail  courses,  required  for  degree  programs. 


J MICROCOMPITER  SERVICING 

J Computer  Programming 
_J  TV/Video/Audio  Servicing 
J Desktop  Publishing 
with  PageMaker 


J Networking  with  Windows  NT 
_|  Bookkeeping  and  Accounting 
_l  Visual  Programming  in  0+  + 
_l  Mastering  Microsoft  Office 
J Webmaster 


OR  GET  YOUR  DEGREE! 


_J  AAS  Degree  in 
Accounting 
_J  AAS  Degree  in 

Business  Management 


Name 

(pioaepna) 

Age 

Address 

Gty 

Province 

Code 

A Dtinston  of  Tht  McGruv  Hill  ( ompames 

Vconfard  Mnnhcr  Deoancr  hdur Jbon  and  Tranin*  Gounal 

531S-029T 

J 
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Obviously,  game  manufacturers  are  hoping 
for  increased  sales  by  slapping  a famous 
name  on  the  box  cover,  but  does  it  make  for 
a better  game?  We  all  know  a familiar  face,  or 
voice,  will  not  salvage  a game  with  a weak 
plot,  lousy  controls,  or  monotonous  game- 
play.  After  completing  well  put-together  prod- 
ucts such  as  The  Pandora  Dirvctii'e, Spycraft. 
The  Great  Game,  and  Gabriel  Knight  2:  The 
Feast  Within,  however,  it  seems  it  certainly 
can  be  done  with  the  some  finesse. 

It  is  fascinating  to  see  this  recent  amalgama 
tion  and  I'm  curious  to  see  who  may  star  in 
upcoming  products.  Personally,  I'm  waiting  for 
a comedy  CD-ROM  game  with  Adam  Sandler  or 
Jim  (Carrey,  or  an  interactive  adventure/action 
game  with  g<x>d  ol  Arnold  C'mon,  Activison. 
art*  you  listening?  Sierra?  Virgin?  Anyone? 

H novice's  guide  to  computer 
and  multiplayer  gaming  slang 

Often  in  a casual  conversation  about  PC 
games.  I’ll  spew  out  some  words  that  will 
cause  my  friends  to  interrupt  “Wait  a 
minute.  . . what  the  hell  is  a frag?” 

I know  I’m  guilty  of  assuming  everybody 
plays  computer  games  as  much  as  I do  (or 
at  least  I’d  like  to  believe  that!),  but  I guess 
a short  list  of  definitions  is  in  order  for 
some  of  the  more  common,  or  not-so-com- 
mon,  terms  heard  amongst  us  die-hard  PC 
or  Mac  gaming  enthusiasts: 

AI  (Artificial  Intelligence):  an  attempt  to 
model  aspects  of  human  thought  on  com- 
puters. 

CRPG  (Computer  Role-Playing  Game):  a 
game  that  relies  more  on  character  develop 
ment  (usually  involving  statistics),  conversa 
tion,  interaction  with  NPCs  (non-playing 
characters),  and  strategic  combat  rather  than 
puzzle-solving  skills.  Huge  epic  quests  and 
fantasy  worlds  are  common,  and  storylines 
are  not  always  as  linear  as  in  traditional  com- 
puter adventure  games. 


Anthony  Burgess  stars  in  Ripper. 


Easter  Eggs,  a hidden  feature  or  novelty 
that  the  programmers  have  put  in  their  soft- 
ware.This  can  be  anything  hidden  jokes,  pic- 
tures, movies,  animations,  a list  of  the  devel- 
opers. hidden  commands,  and  more  Many 
games  contain  these  bonus  treats  and  they’re 
often  tough  (but  rewarding)  to  find.  If  you 
want  to  know  if  there  are  any  in  your  games, 
or  know  of  one  to  contribute,  take  a peek  at 
The  Easter  Egg  Archive  on  the  Web 
Frags:  a point  system  for  online  multiplayer 
“Deathmatch"  games,  such  as  Doom,  Duke 
Nuhem  3D,  and  Quake  You  get  a frag  when 

C-.Q  ntinued  on  page  17 
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you  take  a life,  and  lose  one  if  you  die.The  per- 
son at  the  end  of  a lcvcl/map  with  the  most 
frags  wins.  These  multiple-player  combat 
rounds  are  also  suitably  called  “FragFests" 

Hybrid:  a CD-ROM  that  works  on  both  a 
Mac  and  a PC. 

Latency:  the  time  it  takes  for  a packet  (any 
unit  of  data)  to  cross  a network  connection, 
from  sender  to  receiver.  Relevant  in  online 
multiplayer  games.  See  Ping. 

Ping:  a term  for  a small  network  message 
sent  by  a computer  to  check  for  the  pres- 
ence and  alertness  of  another.  In  other 
words,  prior  to  playing  a head-to-head  game 
over  the  Net,  you  are  urged  to  measure  the 
“ping  time’*  of  a server  to  make  sure  it  isn’t 
too  large  (therefore  slowing  responses, 
which  will  result  in  increased  lags  and  slow- 
downs). You  can  “ping"  others  with  various 
utilities  available  at  most  major  software  sites 
on  the  Web.  So,  the  smaller  the  ping  time 
between  computer,  the  better/faster  for 
online  gaming! 

Pixel  Hunt:  a slang,  often  derogatory  term 
for  those  adventure  games  that  require  you  to 
slowly  move  your  mouse  around  a screen 
until  it  hits  a “hot  spot,"  which  you  have  to 
click  to  complete  an  action.  Games  like  this 
are  often  frustrating,  since  they  rely  on  your 
spending  time  caressing  the  screen  with  your 
pointer  looking  for  small  or  hidden  objects 
rather  than  on  more  cognitive  puzzle  solving. 

Shareware/Freeware/Demos:  different 

types  of  games  available  online.  Shareware 
games  arc  free  to  play  and  distribute,  but  if 
you  choose  to  continue  using  the  product,  a 
small  donation  to  the  game's  author  is 
expected.  Shareware  is  based  on  the  honour 
system,  which  provides  the  gamer  with  an 
opportunity  to  “try  before  you  buy."  Freeware 
differs  in  that  it  is  completely  free  to  play, 
and  a fee  is  not  expected.  These  games  are 
usually  made  by  independent  programmers 
looking  to  gain  experience  or  recognition. 
Demos  are  similar  to  shareware  games,  but 
they  aren’t  usually  the  complete  game  (a  few 
levels,  for  example).  There  is  also  no  cost  to 
the  user.  Commercial  game  companies  are 
banking  on  you  getting  hooked  on  the 
playable  demo  so  you’ll  purchase  the  full  ver- 
sion in  retail  stores.  In  some  cases,  you  can 
download  the  full  version  online  if  you  pay 
by  credit  card  over  the  phone.  ♦ 


All  Games  Network 
http://www.allgames.com/ 

MPlaytr 

http://www.mplayer.com/ 

TIN 

http://www.ten.net/ 

DWANGO 

http://www.dwan90.com/ 

Battle.net 

http://battle.net/ 

The  BeZcrfc  Network 
http://www.bezerk.com/ 

The  Sierra  Internet  Gaming  System 
http://www.sierra.com/slgs/ 

Internet  Gaming  Zone 
http://www.zone.com/ 

The  Easter  Egg  Archive 

http://weberu.waihlngton.edu/ -davldnf  / egg.html 


Are  computer  games  replacing ... 

continued  from  pagel-4 
can  teach  you  about  human  nature:  how  people 
behave  when  they  win  or  lose,  and  how  they  deal 
with  conflict  They  can  bring  people  together  in 
the  spirit  of  good-natured  competition,  or  bruise 
friendships  through  bitter  competitiveness. 

I,  like  many  people,  have  progressed  from  board 
games  to  computer  games.  What  concerns  me  is 


that  kids,  now  growing  up  in  a world  where  com- 
puters are  far  more  common,  will  skip  board 
games  and  go  straight  to  Duke  Nukem.  I lived 
through  the  Atari.  I know  it  can  happen. 

It's  good  to  be  board 
I think  its  important  that  we  preserve  places  in  our 
lives  for  board  games.  They  may  not  be  as  viscer- 
al an  experience,  but  they  are  still  tremendously 
appealing,  if  given  half  a chance. 


I've  played  board  games  my  entire  life,  from  the 
classics  (Monopoly,  Careers,  Battleship,  Risk,  Life, 
Cue,  PayDay— the  list  really  does  go  on  and  on)  to 
the  more  obscure  (King  Oil,  Bermuda  Triangle,  Ker- 
Plunk,  Scotland  Yard).  I've  played  role-playing 
games  (kind  of  like  board  games  without  the 
board)  such  as  Dungeons  and  Dragons  and 
Traveller,  and  "simulations"  like  Squad  Leader,  War 

LQn.linued  on  page  2Q 


THINGS  TO  DO: 

1.  CREATE  WEB  SITE 

2.  MAINTAIN  WEB  SITE 

3.  SHOUT  IT  OUT  LOUD 


a printed  directory  of  business  internet  addresses 

categorized  listings  of  Canadian  business  web  sites  for  about  ^per  day 


for  more  information,  call  (604)738-7577 
or  visit  our  site  at  http://www.ieven-inc.com 


a creation  by  zeven  enterprises  inc. 
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Top  Quality!  Best  Service!  Low  Low  Price! 

MuttiLink 


L i 


Computers  & Communications  Inc. 


6X86  Systems 

Cyrix  6x86  P120-/I50+/I66+  CPU 
Triton  Chipset  MB  w/Buill-in  EIDE 
Ctrl  & Fast  I/O,  256K  PB  Cache 
8MB  RAM  (exp.  128MB) 

12  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

PCI  Video  Card  w/lM  Memory  (exp.  to  2M) 
14"  Nl,  LR,  SVGA,  1024x768 .28  Monitor 
Mini-tower  Case  w/200W  PS 
104  Win*95  Enhanced  Keyboard 
Logitek  3B  Mouseman 


Pentium  Systems 

Inlet  Pentium  75/ 100/120  MHz  CPU 
Triton  Chipset  MB  w/Built-in  EIDE 
Ctrl  & Fast  I/O,  256K  Pipe-line  Burst  Cache 
8MB  RAM  (exp.  128MB) 

1.2GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy'  Drive 

PCI  Video  Card  w/IM  Memory  (exp.  to  2M) 
14"  NI,  LR,  SVGA,  1024x768 .28  Monitor 
Mini-tower  Case  w/200W  PS 
104  WM5  Enhanced  Keyboard 
Ixtgitck  3B  Mouseman 


Pentium  Plus  Systems  Pentium  Pro  Systems 


$999/$!  01 8/$l  088  S1008/S1018/S1048 


Intel  Pentium  133/150/166/200  MHz  CPU 
Triton  Chipset  MB  w/Built-in  FIDF. 

Ctrl  Sl  Fast  I/O,  256K  Pipe-line  Burst  Cache 
16MB  E.D.O.  RAM  (exp.  128MB) 

1.6GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
ATI  Mach64  Video  Card  w/IM  DRAM 
1 5"  N!,LR,  SVGA,  Daytek  Monitor 
Mini-tower  Case  w/230W  PS 
104  W95  Enhanced  Keyboard 
Logitek  3B  Mouseman 

$1378/$1398/$  1 628/$  1 878 


Intel  Pentium  Prol50/180/  200  MHz  CPU 

Triton  Chipset  MB  w/Built-in  EIDE 

Ctrl  A Fast  I/O,  256K  Pipe-line  Burst  Cache 

32MB  E.D.O.  RAM 

2.1GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 

1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

ATI  Mach64  Video  Card  w/2M  DRAM 

15"  NI,  LR,  SVGA,  Daytek  Monitor 

Mid-Tower  Case  w/230W  PS 

104  Win'95  Enhanced  Keyboard 

Logitek  3B  Mouseman 

$ 1 898/S2248/S2448 


Upgrade  Options 

8MB  lo  16MB 

$39 

16MB  to 32MB 

$100 

1 .2GB— > 1 .6GB“>2.0GB  HD 

$30*30 

2.IGB->2JGB->3.0GB  HD 

...$30/80 

14"  to  15"  monitor 

*90 

Use  Gigibyte/Asus  M/B 

...$40/80 

Memory 

Printers  / Scanner 

30  Pin  IM 

$7.9 

Canon  BJ-30/240C/4100C. 

$279/1249/299 

30  pin  4M 

$24 

Canon  LBP  460  laser. 

$379 

72  pin  4M 

$21 

HP  DeskJet  400/680/690C. 

...126913881459 

72  pin  8M 

$38 

HP  DeskJet  820Cxi/870C 

$4881638 

72  pin  16M 

$78 

A IA  L/vJIWvl  OfcV/V/AU  O # UV/. • . 

HP  LaserJet  5L/5N 

. $569/1979 

72  pin  32M 

$155 

HP  LaserJet  5/5M/5Si 

*1709/2359/3669 

72  pin  4M  EDO 

$21 

HP  LaserJet  5MP/4M+ 

>.J  1 r \J  sl  imJ  J it  7 

$137012610 

72  pin  8M  EDO 

$38 

HP  4V/4MV/1600C $2580/$38 19/S  1*19 

72  pin  16M  EDO 

$78 

HP  6P/6MP. 

*979*1259 

72  pin  32M  EDO 

*155 

Brother  HL-641, 300dpi,  6ppm *389 

168  pm  16M/EDO 

$99/$  109 

Brother  HL-730, 600dpi,  6ppm $439 

Motherboard  w / CPU 

Brother  HL- 1660, 1200dpi,  12ppm $1399 

5x86  75/100  MHz 

$149/169 

Epson  Stylus  Ils/500/Pro.... 

*229*379/529 

Pentium  75/100  MHz 

.$245/259 

OkiData  600e/6l0e/810e.... 

1549167911010 

Pentium  120/133  MHz 

.$279/389 

HP  ScanJet  4S/4P/4C 

$269164911119 

Pentium  150/1 66  MHz 

$419/599 

Logitech  Page  Scanner. 

$399 

P200/6x86/Pentium  pro 

.$799/Call 

HD  Controllers 

Hard  Drives 

VLB  EIDE  Controller. *27 

Adaptec  1520/1522  SCSI  Ctrl *85*90 

1.08GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 

$229 

Adaptec  2940  SCSI  Ctrl .... 

*235 

1.2GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive  .. 

$249 

Adaptec  2940W  SCSI  Ctrl 

$269 

1.6GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive.. 

$279 

Adaptec  3940  SCSI  Ctrl 

$509 

2.0GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive .. 

$309 

Tape/Zip/Jaz  Drives 

2.5GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive... 

$339 

Iomega  Zip  Drive,  100MB,  SCSI/Para..  *249 

3.1GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive... 

$409 

Iomega  Jaz  Drive,  IG,  Int/Ext *505*625 

1.08GB  SCSI-2  Hard  Drive $359 

Zip  lOOMB/Jaz  1GB  Disk.. 

$181125 

2.1GB  SCSI-2  Hard  Drive 

$629 

Colorado TIOOO,  800MB  Int/Ext  .$  1 79/S229 

3.1GB  SCSI-2  Hard  Drive 

$1099 

Colorado  Jumbo  1.3  GB  .... 

*299 

4.2GB  SCSI-2  Hard  Drive 

$1249 

Comer  Int.  420MB/800MB 

$149*179 

Multimedia  8/12/16  X Kit $239/279*359 

Including  8X/12X/16X  CD-ROM 
16  Bit  Sound  Card 
Multimedia  Stereo  Speakers 
48  CD  titles  with  encyclopedia 
Internet  Ready  upgrade: 

Internet  Package *20 

28.8  Fax  Modem *89 

Pentium  is  a registered  trademark  of  bUei  Corp 


Monitors 

Proview  I4"/I5"/17" S249/S339/S629 

Davick  I4715"/17" S279/S359/S7 19 

Acer  14715717" *299*399*749 

MAG  15"  DX1595/T S465/S509 

MAG  17"  DX1795/T. *839*959 

ADI  4V  1575V  17" S499/849 

NEC  I5XV+/XE15/XP15  *599*74 5*845 

NEC  15"  C500/M500 S549/S679 

NEC  I7XV+/XE17/XP17 $1095/*  1335/*  1435 

NEC  17"  M700 *1095 

SONY  15SF II/SX *619*529 

SONY  17SF II/SE *1119/*I379 

Video  Cards 

Trident  9440  VLB/PCI,  1M .*75*33 

Cirrus  Logic  VLB/PCI,  1M *79*39 

S3  Trio  64, 1 M/2M  D *49*69 

S3  Virge  3D.2M/4M *99*139 

ATI  Mach  64, 1M/2M  D *79*99 

ATI  3D  Xpression,  2M  DRAM $159 

ATI  3D-,  2M/4M  SDRAM *169*199 

ATI  3D-  PC/TV,  2M/4M  SDRAM *189*219 

ATI  3D-,  ProTurbo,  PC/TV,  4M/8M... *279*399 

ATI  Mach  64, 2M/4M  V *229*349 

ATI  TV  Tuner  Card *139 

Diamond  Stl  64,  1M/2M  D *95*1 15 

Diamond  Stl  64,  2M/4M  V *249*319 

Diamond  3D  2M  EDO  RAM *149 

Diamond  Edge  3D  1 M/2M  D * 1 79*  1 99 

Matrox  Millenia  2M/4M  W. $249*345 

Matrox  Mystique  3D  2M/4M *229*315 


Multimedia 

16  Bit  PnP  Sound  Card *39 

Sound  Blaster  16  PNP/1DE *89*99 

Sound  Blaster  32  AWE/PNP. *169*145 

Panasonic  CD-ROM  8x *135 

Mitsumi  CD-ROM  8x *135 

Toshiba  CD-ROM  8x. $145 

Sony  CD-ROM  8x *145 

Pioneer  I Ox  SCSI  CD-ROM *189 

NEC  4x  SCSI  CD-ROM *149 

HP  Surestore  4020i  CD- Writer. *1025 

Sony  924S  CD-Writer. f $779 

Blank  recordable  CD Sll 

Modems 

33.6  Kbps  Int.  Fax/Data *95 

33.6  Kbps  Int.  Voice/Fax/Data *109 

28.8  Kbps  Int  Fax/Data *89 

28.8  Kbps  Int.  Voice/Fax/Data *109 

Supra  33.6  Int.  Voice/Fax/Data $11 5 

USR  33.6  Kbps  Int  FaxData *149 

USR  33.6  Kbps  InL  Voice/Fax $169 

Cases/Keyboards/Mouses 

104  Windows  95  keyboard *20 

Fujitsu  8725/4725  *30*55 

Logitech  MouseMan  Serial *33 

Logitech  MouseMan  Bus *89 

1 3"/l  5"  Tower  Case  w/200W *47*57 

19725"  Tower  Case  w/230W *67*97 


At  MuttiLink  Computers,  we  are  fully 
committed  to  provide  you  with  not  only 
top  quality  products  at  low  low  price, 
but  also  excellent  service.  So  whenever 
you  need  a system  or  upgrade/repair, 
come  to  see  us.  Our  professional  and 
friendly  staff  will  do  whatever  they  can 
to  meet  your  needs. 

Your  Total  Satisfaction  Is  Our  Goal! 


IKEA  parking  I 


Business  Hours 

■ Mon.-Fri.:  11:00am-6:00pm 

Sat., Sun.:  11:00am-4:30pm 

10-12851  Bathgate  Way,  Richmond,  BC,  V6V  1 Y5 
(Just  to  the  south  ot  IKEA  ‘urn  ture  stores  parking  lot) 

Tel:  278-6805  Fax:  278-6653 

Limited  quantity.  All  prices  are  cash  discounted  and  subject  to  change  without  prior  notic 
All  systems  have  one  year  Parts  and  three  years  labor  limited  warranty 


fathgate  Way 


Games 


Syndicate  Wars:  dystopian  delight 


Syndicate 


By  WILLIAM  A.  WOOD  • • 

11  games  want  atmos- 
phere, and  most 
claim  it.  Syndicate 
Wars  is  crammed  so 
full  of  it,  it  practically 
leaks  out  of  the  box. 
concept  of  the  original 
deceptively  simple— and 
delightfully  dystopian.  As  a junior  executive  in 
the  EuioCorp  syndicate  (a  multinational  quasi- 
company intent  on  nothing  short  of  world 
domination),  you  were  placed  in  charge  of  guid- 
ing a small  force  of  brainwashed  automatons,  er, 
volunteers  through  various  reakime  missions 
in  urban  settings.  Most  stories  involved  elimi- 
nating agents  of  enemy  syndicates,  brainwash- 
ing useful  civilians,  or  protecting  your  syndi- 
cate’s property  (human  or  otherwise). 


A limited  amount  of  resource  management 
was  required:  researching  weapons  and 
cybernetic  modifications  in  order  to  create 
more  awesome  agents,  mostly.  The  bulk  of 
the  game  took  place  in  the  field,  and  the 
action  could  get  fast  and  furious. 

Well,  guess  what?  Your  syndicate  took  over 
the  world.Too  bad  your  control  is  starting  to 
slip,  though.  Zealots  from  the  Church  of  the 
New  Epoch  are  challenging  your  domina- 
tion. The  “unchipped"  (citizens  who  have 
been  released  from  your  electronic  mind 
control)  are  starting  to  revolt.  Time  to  go 
back  into  the  fray. 

Syndicate  Wars  wisely  keeps  the  basic 
structure  from  Syndicate  intact  (top-down 
view,  decent-sized  sprites),  but  a real  differ- 
ence can  be  seen  and  heard  in  the  vastly 
improved  SVGA  graphics  and  the  incredible 
CD  sound. 

Other  improvements  include:  a mission 
screen  that  is  now  fully  rotational  (so  your 
agents  won’t  disappear  behind  buildings  any- 
more!); fun  new  weapons  (Nuclear  grenades! 
Razor  wire!);  more  latitude  in  choosing  mis- 
sions (should  1 go  “persuade"  a couple  scien- 


info 


Mfarx,  from  BuRfrog  Productions  Ltd. 
DOS/Wki95  CD-ROM.  |6t|65  (street).  For  090s 
13  and  op. 

System  requirements:  416  DX4/100  system 
(Pentium  recommended).  SVGA  video  card,  doa- 
ble-speed CD-ROM,  70  MB  hard-drive  space,  • RIM 
RAM  (14 1 


lists  to  join  my  research  team,  or  knock  over 
a bank  for  some  much-needed  capital  first?); 
flying  vehicles;  complex  and  dynamic  mis- 
sion maps  {everything  can  be  destroyed. 


with  enough  firepower);  and  a really  nasty, 
unforgiving  Al. 

And  once  you  reconquer  the  world,  you 
can  play  the  game  all  over  again— as  a Zealot 


(death  to  the  Syndicate!).  With  the  addition 
of  multiplayer  mayhem,  what  more  could 
you  want?  Get  this  game — or  do  you  need  a 
little  more  “persuasion?"  ♦ 


QuickTax 


The  easiest  way  to  do  your  taxes. 


You  bet!  From  the  makers  of  Quicken™  and  QuickBooks™,  QuickTax  is  the  fastest  and  most 
straightforward  way  to  do  your  taxes.  QuickTax  guides  you  through  a simple  step-by-step 
process,  much  like  an  accountant  would  — but  without  the  expense!  Your  responses  are 
entered  on  the  right  forms,  on  the  right  lines  — automatically.  QuickTax  analyzes  your 
unique  tax  situation,  seeks  out  deductions  ...  and  gives  you  helpful  advice  on  how  to 
save  money  on  your  taxes.  QuickTax's  Final  Review  even  double-checks  your  return  to 
make  sure  it's  complete. 


Easy  as  ...  1,  2,  3! 


Answer  QuickTax’s  easy-to-understand  interview  questions. 

* Once  you've  gdthrrvd  up  all  your  receipts.  QuickTax  guides  you  through  all  the  questions  you  need  to  answer. 
Quk  kTax  then  puts  your  answers  in  all  the  right  places  and  performs  all  the  necessary  cakulahon*. 


2 QuickTax  reviews  your  return  thoroughly. 

Your  return  b dtwHe-chwkcd  tor  mors  and  orrassinns  ki  help  you  make  certain  that  nothing  has  been  left  nut  or  ooer- 
Imdud.  You're  even  alerted  to  missed  deductions  that  could  save  you  money  or  mewed  entries  that  could  trigger  a Revenue 
Canada  audit. 


2 Prtn|f  your  ready  to-file  forms  rigrt  from  your  printer. 

With  Quirklax.  you  can  print  your  final  tax  kvms  (Final  version)  on  any  dot  matrix,  ink  jet  or  laser  printer  lust  sign  your 
return  and  drop  it  m the  mail 


The  exclusive  Quid  Tax  TjisyStrp™  interface  walks  yew  through  w wr 
tax  return  quickly  and  easily 


RRSP  Analyzer! 

ST 

Now,  with  the  new  QuickTax  RRSP  Analyzer,  determining 

*-•*■*-  ■ 

your  optimal  RRSP  contribution  has  never  been  easier. 

11 

New!  The  Graphical  Tax  Summary  window  monitors  your 
tax  situation  as  you  prepare  your  return.  You  get  a concise 
look  at  the  effect  of  different  tax  strategies  - you'll  know 
where  you  stand  every  step-of-the-way. 

i 

QuickTax  also  includes  SmartAucftt  that  looks  for  errors 
and  Deduction  Hnder  - for  any  deductions  you  might  have 
missed.  They're  added  features  that  make  it  a snap  to  get  the 
most  out  of  your  tax  return! 

The  critics  agree. 
QuickTax  is  #1! 


*1  reviewed  each  (tax)  package  twice  ...  QuickTax  won  hands 
down  QuickTax  was  the  only  package  that  produced  a correct 
return  the  first  tune  ~ 

Financial  Pest.  March  19% 

"The  dear  winner  for  ease  of  use  by  ordinary  folks  ...  QuickTax.* 
CBC  TV.  Ottawa.  March  19% 

“This  year  's  QuickTax  Deluxe  b the  shekest.  fullest 
tax  program  ever  * 

The  Computer  Paper.  February  1997 


QuickTax  will  do 
for  your  taxes 
what  Quicken 
did  for  your 
cheque  book. 


TAX  YEAR 

1996 


Deluxe  Adds  Even  More! 


QuickTax  DHuxe  offer*  you  al)  the  power  of  QuickTax  fkm  multimedia  tax  advice  on  CD-ROM 
to  help  you  save  money  now  and  in  the  years  to  come' 

With  QuickTax  Driuxe  you  get  an  unbeatable  Tux  Ubrary  with  on-screen  versions  of  Ernst  & 
Young’s  Managing  Tour  Personal  Faxes,  as  wed  as  lacks  cm  Jar  Sarmgs  and  201  VVirys  to  Saie  on  Taxes 
by  Evelyn  lacks.  Find  answers  to  all  your  tax  questions  with  the  dick  of  your  mouse! 


i 


You'll  afcn  find  over  100  video  dips  with  tax  savings  a 


Marshall  Loeb,  former  managing  editor  of 
Fortune  magazine,  and  Gena  Katz.  Senior  Principal  in  the  National 
lax  Group  at  Ernst  k Young. 

And  In  kip  it  cdf.  QuickTax  DHuxe  mrhxk-.  BHCharb  Mutual  Fund 
Software  Yixi'Il  be  able  to  compare,  sort  and  rank  almost  every 
mutual  fund  in  Canada  - available  only  with  QuickTax  DHuxe! 


H 


From  the  makers  of 

Quicken  and  QukkBnok- 


Macintosh  and  French 


Visit  your  local  retailer  today! 

Or  call  now  to  order:  1-800-260-6575  ext.  3330 

Oarkm  and  QimkBoakx  j*r  u.-yBlnrd  tradrmafks  Intuit  Inc  Al  other  trademarks  air  property  .*  then  fnpectnr  owners.  © Intuit  Inc 


COMPUTER  PLAYER)  FEBRUARY  1997  dSR 


Beat  the  video  picking  blues ... 

continued  from  page  12 
of  various  entertainment  figures  sorted  by  day 
and  month)  and  a glossary  of  film  and  related 
terms  (what’s  a “B"  movie?). 

Once  you’ve  made  it  to  a browser  screen, 
you  get  more  choices.  You  can  have  the  title 
list  stay  on  screen  or  disappear  when  a selec- 
tion is  made,  filter  the  list  by  famous  people. 


directors,  or  only  those  with  still  photos  of 
people  or  films  on  the  CD.  You  can  add  a 
movie  title  to  your  own  personal  database 
under  the  headings  of  ‘very  good,  average, 
poor*  or  “rent,  purchase,  own."  You  can  also 
add  annotations  to  a title. 

You  can  look  up  movies  via  timeline,  access 
the  Criteria  filter  for  more  refinement,  ask  the 
program  to  provide  a list  of  films  based  on 
matching  content  to  the  movie  title  currently 


on  screen  (this  can  be  a long  process),  or  you 
can  ask  it  to  suggest  films  that  match  your  per- 
sonal categories. 

Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  the  All  Motrte 
Guide  includes  hotlinks  to  movie  Web  sites 
and  free,  quarterly  updates  of  its  database  from 
Corel’s  Web  site,  as  well  as  a movie  trivia  game 
and  a movie  crossword  puzzle — each  of 
which  can  be  further  filtered  by  category, 
genre,  and  a host  of  other  criteria.  A single 


WINplay™  MULTIMEDIA  MONITORS 
AND  A WORLD  OF  SAVINGS! 


In  the  world  of  monitors  different  needs  dic- 
tate different  features.  Priorities  vary,  and 
budgets  change. 

Staying  in  tune  with  these  variations. 
Sceptre  an  international  ISO  9001  manu- 
facturer, strives  to  consistently  design 
monitors  that  offer  real  solutions  rather 
than  dictate  fixed  market  specs. 

Sceptre’s  WINplay™  series  is  a complete 
line  of  Windows1 95  CRTs  that  provide  the 
quality,  features  and  functions  compa- 
rable to  those  offered  by  other  leading 
manufacturers  while  maintaining  very 
competitive  pricing. 

The  latest  introduction  is  the  J73S.  This 
1 7-inch  multimedia  model  is  complete 
with  two  speakers,  earphone  jack,  and 
sensitive  built-in  microphone.  With 
high  resolution  (1280  x 1024),  low  ra- 
diation the  J73S  provides  the  best 
of  Sceptre's  award-winning 
WINplay™  series  and  goes  a few 
steps  further  to  accommodate  the 
growing  multimedia  market. 

Whatever  application,  general 
business,  small/home  office,  or 
just  racking  up  frequent  flyer  miles 
on  the  web.  Sceptre’s  WINplay™ 
series  has  a monitor  to  suite  your 
need. 


wif$y-  J73S  Monitor 

• Reduced,  compact  casing 

• Smaller  footprint 

• Built-in  Speakers,  Microphone 

• Low  radiation 

• Windows*  95  compatible 

• On-screen  display 

• High  resolution 

• Small  dot  pitch 

• Energy  Star  compliant 

• New,  user-friendly  design 

• 3 year  limited  warranty 
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FREE  one  year  membership  to  the 
SCEPTRE  TRAVEL  CLUB  (valued  at 
24.95). 

Use  your  membership  immediately 
to  take  advantage  of  exclusive  dis- 
counts unavailable  to  the  general 
public. 

Whether  your  plans  include  business 
or  pleasure  travel  you  will  benefit 
from  instant  worldwide  travel  savings 
on  airfares,  hotels,  car  rentals,  tours 
and  cruises. 


For  dealer  nearest  you  call: 

800-788-2878 


word  description  of  the  Corel  All  Movie  Guide 
may  as  well  be  “exhaustive." 

The  same  All  Maine  Guide  2 CD  works 
under  Windows  (3. 1 , 95  or  NT)  and  Mac  oper- 
ating systems. 

Recommended  selection 

For  a couple  of  years  now,  Microsoft’s 
Cinemania  97  has  been  the  leader  of  the 
pack  when  it  came  to  CD-based  movie  data- 
bases, and  it  feels  faster.  Creative  Multimedia’s 
Blockbuster  Guide's  interface  is  still  rough  in 
spots,  but  we’ll  still  give  it  marks  for  effort— 
although  it  appears  overpriced.  The  Corel  All 
Movie  Guide  2,  despite  its  lack  of  video  dips, 
is  our  choice  of  the  best  of  breed  for  this  sea- 
son— not  only  because  of  its  overwhelming 
list  of  titles  and  lowest  price,  but  also  because 
of  the  number  of  ways  you  search  for  tonight’s 
entertainment.  ♦ 
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AM  Mode  Guide  2,  from  Cord  Corp.  USS25.95. 

For  more  Information,  call  (613)  728-8200,  fax 
(613)  761-9176,  or  visit  http://www.cord.com/ 
Blockbuster  Entertainment  Guide  to  Modes  and 
Videos,  2nd  Edition,  From  Creative  Multimedia. 
USS39.95. 

For  more  Information,  cal  1-800-262-7668,  or 

(S03)  241-4351,  fax  (503)  2414370,  or  visit 

http://www.creathremm.com/ 

daemonic  97,  from  Microsoft  Canada.  US  J 14.95 

(Cdn$15  rebate  available  from  Microsoft). 

For  more  Information,  call  1-800-563-9048  (Info) 
or  1-800-933-4750  (sales),  fax  (905)  568-0434,  or 
visit  http://www.mkrosoft.com/canada/ 


Are  computer  games  replacing ... 

continued  from  page  17 

in  Europe,  and  War  of  the  Ring.  I've  played  board 
games  that  were  good,  cheesy  fun  ( Awful  Green 
Things  From  Outer  Space,  Snit's  Revenge)  and  ones 
that  were  deadly  serious  ( Diplomacy ). 

I have  no  desire  to  stop  playing  board  games.  I 
really  enjoyed  playing  Scrabble  with  my  dad  over 
Christmas.  And  have  you  ever  tried  playing 
Scruples  with  a computer?  You  won't  learn  much. 

I sometimes  wonder  if  computer  games  aren't  sim- 
ply a crutch,  disguising  the  fact  that  we  often  lack 
humans  to  play  against 

Then  again,  computer  games  have  an  unmatched 
power  to  fascinate  people  for  long  periods  of  time. 
I played  Wizardry  and  Bard's  Tale  (m  cooperation 
with  a friend,  come  to  think  of  it!),  several  days  a 
week,  for  months  and  months.  SimCrty,  Civilization, 
and  F- 1 9 Stealth  Fighter  were  constant  companions 
for  yeors. 

In  fact,  I can  stiH  remember  my  first  computer 
game,  a little  boxing  text  game  from  1975  or  so 
rpickl  to  throw  a jab,  pick  2 to  throw  an  upper- 
cut, pick  3 to  block'').  I was  amazed,  and  hooked. 
So,  if  you  look  up  at  my  window  at  3:00  AM,  and 
the  fight's  still  on,  I'm  either  a)  up  finishing  this  arti- 
cle (oops),  or  b)  still  trying  to  conquer  the  galaxy 
in  Master  of  Orion  II.  I'm  just  playing  until  I get  my 
next  scientific  advance,  though.  Honest  ♦ 
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Hidden  game  gems  in  bargain  bins 


• • By  MARC  SALTZMAN  • • 

With  the  price  of  a new  CD-ROM  roughly 
four  or  five  times  the  cost  of  a regular  music 
CD,  game  shopping  can  really  wallop  your 
wallet.  So  soon  after  the  holiday  season,  who 
has  that  kind  of  money  to  blow? 

Of  course,  most  computer  retail  stores  have 
their  so-called  “bargain  bins,"  overflowing 
with  overstock,  unwanted,  and  older  titles,  but 
are  there  enough  worthwhile  games  in  there 
to  bother  looking  for  the  needle  in  the 
haystack?  The  answer  is,  most  definitely  yes. 

Although  you  will  find  deals  in  all  genres  of 
computer  games,  I found  the  best  titles  were  in 
the  action,  RPG,  and  adventure  categories. 

Remember,  prices  may  vary  slightly,  but  all 
of  my  research  was  confined  to  Electronic 
Boutique,  Compucentre,  Radio  Shack,  and 
The  Office  Place  locations. 

Get  in  on  the  action 

Since  GTE  has  recently  released  their  FX 
Fighter  Turbo  edition , you’ll  be  able  to 
scoop  up  the  original  FX  Fighter  CD-ROM 
for  as  low  as  $12.  One  of  the  better  fighting 
games  for  the  PC,  you'll  be  amazed  at  the 
beautiful  graphics,  fluidity  of  animation,  and 
heart-pounding  techno  soundtrack. 

Magic  Carpet  and  Magic  Carpet  II:  The 
Neverworlds  are  both  outstanding  first-person 
perspective  fantasy  games  whereby  you  fly 
through  many  3-D-rendered  worlds  on— you 
guessed  it,  a magic  carpet.  EA/Bull frog’s  moody 


games  place  you,  the  protagonist,  through  a 
dimensional  portal  in  order  to  fight  the  evil 
Demon  Lord  and  its  gothic  henchmen.  Bonus: 
both  games  are  also  supported 
by  the  Virtual  I/O  VR  headset 
for  the  ultimate  experience. 

Pick  up  these  games  indi- 
vidually for  $20  each,  or 
packaged  together  for  $35. 

What's  my  role? 

After  a two-year  draught, 
we  are  finally  seeing  a light  at 
the  end  of  the  tunnel  for  the 
RPG  (role-playing  game) 
genre  for  the  PC.  While  I wait- 
ed, I blew  the  dust  off  of 
older  boxes  and  have  since 
seen  these  same  hidden  gems 
in  bargain  bins  city-wide. 

Most  computer  game  fans  are 
familiar  with  Origin’s  best-sell- 
ing Ultima  series.  Since  the 
original  game  in  1979,  created 
from  the  mind  of  Richard  “Lord 
British"  Garriott,  many  chapters 
have  resided  on  plenty  a hard 
drive.  These  three  latter  titles, 

The  Black  Gate , The  Serpent 
Isle , and  Pagan . are  all  deserv- 
ing RPGs — especially  for  under 
$20  each.  Don’t  expea  daz- 
zling graphics  or  superior  sound,  but  you  will 
find  yourself  absorbed  by  their  intriguing  story- 


lines, characters,  and  overall  gameplay. 

Sierra/Dynamix’s  Betrayal  at  Krondor  is 
another  worthy  catch.  Based  on  Raymond  E. 

Feist’s  Rift  war  series,  this 
addictive  game  casts  you 
as  a traveller  exploring  the 
large  world  of  Midkemia, 
and  takes  you  on  a num- 
ber of  epic  quests.  The 
floppy  disk  version  ($15) 
is  still  floating  around  and 
doesn’t  differ  too  much 
from  the  $20  CD-ROM  ver- 
sion (only  enhanced 
music  has  been  added). 
The  game  features  many 
characters  and  towns,  and 
uses  turn-based  combat 
scenes  for  you  and  your 
party'. 

PS: This  awesome,  unofficial 
Betrayal  at  Krondor  Web 
page  will  help  you  along  on 
your  journey:  http://www. 
rhi.hi.is/~eybjom  /krondor/ 
krondor.html 

Live  the  adventure! 

The  popular  adventure 
genre  of  computer  games 
dominates  the  retail  “sale" 
bins,  and  there  are  many 
commendable  CD-ROMs  from  which  to  choose. 
Day  of  the  Tentacle  and  Sam  TV  Max  Hit  The 


Road  are  both  hilarious  and  challenging 
titles  from  the  folks  at  LucasArts.  Both  car- 
toon games  are  well  written,  with  good 
plots,  and  hours  and  hours  of  puzzles.  Day  of 
the  Tentacle  is  the  sequel  to  Maniac 
Mansion  and  features  the  voice  of  WKRP  hi 
Cincinnati's  Les  Nesman  (actor  Richard 
Sanders),  while  Sam  TV  Max  Hit  the  Road  is 
based  upon  Steve  Purcell’s  wacky  under- 
ground comic  book  series. You  can  finci  them 
packaged  in  the  LucasArts  Archills  Volume 
I Pack , or  individually  for  only  $20  each. 

Adventure  gaming  and  Sierra  go  hand-in- 
hand.  For  approximately  $25,  you  can  own 
the  Sierra  Game  Pack  containing  six  classic 
games:  the  haunting  Gabriel  Knight',  Leisure 
Suit  Larry  in  the  Land  of  the  Lounge 
Lizards  (the  one  that  started  it  all);  Roberta 
William’s  popular  Kings  Quest  V\  Quest  for 
Glory,  the  strategic  Caesar,  and  the  award- 
winning flight  sim,  Red  Baron. 

OK,  I’ve  been  saving  the  best  for  last. Talk 
about  a steal — look  for  the  complete  CD- 
ROM  version  of  Return  to  Zork  bundled 
with  the  Zork  Anthology  (text  adventures 
Zork , Zork  II,  Zork  III,  Beyond  Zork,  Zork 
Zero,  and  bonus:  Planetfalt)— all  for  $18. 
Activision  distributes  these  Infocom  hits  that 
will  keep  you  warm  until  the  snow  melts. 

Remember  to  keep  your  eyes  open  for“bar- 
goons,"  because  you’ll  find  a lot  of  manufac- 
turers bundling  and  reducing  prices  of  older 
titles.  Good  luck  and  happy  gaming!  ♦ 


Nicer  Technology  Inc. 
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SanM  HOFEIOOK  POST  (QMHX  spkiu 

Dare  to  compare  with  IBM  & Toshiba! 


Tel  (604)  303-5650  Fax  (604)  303-5660 

Unit  130  - 3771  Jacombs  Rd„  Richmond  V6V  2M5 


Open 


- ACER  Novell  Certified  Mid-Tower  Case 

- Acer  Triton  II  MB  w/256K  Pipeline  Cache  & USB 
6x86  Cyrix  PI 66+  CPU  w/Cooling  System 

- 16MB  EDO  ( 168pin  SDRAM  Optional) 

- Diamond  Stealth3D  w/2MB<exp.  to  4MB) 

- Quantum  1.28GB  EIDE  HD71.44MB  Floppy 

- ACER  1 2X  CD-ROM  /60W  Hi-Fi  Speakers 

- ACER  1 6bit  Enhanced  Full  Duplex  Audio  ^ 

- SupraExpress  33.6K  Int.  Modem  w/ FA>Gflf  Voice 

- Win95  Enhanced  Keyboard  & MS  SeridlJ  Mouse 

- MS  Windows  95  Full  Version  pre-installed  w /CD 

- Corel  WordPerfect  7 Suite  £ 

- 2- month  Free  Internet  Access  w/lntemet  Soft 

- 3 -year  Limited  Warranty 
monitor  extra 


Ace*  <♦ 

Authorized  Dealer 


\ 


We  not  only  sell  you  the  equipment, 

but  also  provide  you  the  solution! 

- Our  professional  consultants  will  help  you: 

W Set  up  your  own  small  business  office  at 
>|he  lowest  cost 

-rCuitomize  your  own  software  package 

i3ring  your  business  to  worldwide 
INTERNET 

Web  Page  design  / maintenance  / Update 
E-mail  Account  and  Web  Application 

- Lease  you  all  the  equipment 
^deductible  expense) 


Lease  for  $60/month 


WESTERN  DIGITAL 


CREATIVE  EPSON 

Quantum  TOSHIBA 

All  price  is  suject  to  change  without  notice 


Jjg  HEWLETT 


I PACKARD 


Canon 


PTRe 


FUJITSU 


c & Seagate 

NEC 


Pentium  I00MH/  TCP  CPU  / 16MB  EDO  RAM 

- 1.0  GB  Removable  Hard  Drive 

1 1.3”  DSTN  800x600  SVGA  / 128  bit  Video 

- 360°  Infra  Red  Port  / Removable  Floppy  Module 
■ Touch  Pad  / NiMH  Battery 

- AC  / DC  Adapter  / Carrying  Case 

- Optional  P- 1 33MHz  & P- 1 50MH/ 

Optional  6x  CD-ROM  Module  / Lithium 


Special  $2168 


Lease  for  $72  / month 


Pentium  100MHz  TCP  CPU  / 16MB  EDO  RAM 
1.0  GB  Removable  Hard  Drive 
1 2. 1”  TFT  800x600  SVGA  / 1 28bit  Video 
16bit  Stereo  Audio  / Speakers 
Removable  6X  CD-ROM  Module  / 1 44FDD 
360°  Infra  Read  Port  / Port  / Touch  Pad 
Lithium-Ion  Battery  w / Battery-life  Indicator 
AC  / DC  Adapter  / Carrying  Case 


Special  $3899 


Lease  for  $ 132/month 


TCP  CPU  Upgradable- 
Memory  Upgradable: 
PCI  Bus  PCMCIA: 


133MHz,  150  MHz 
Use  Standard  DIMM 
2 Type- 11/1  Type- 1 1 1 


All  lease  rates  are  based  on  a 36-month  business  lease  (O.A.C.).  Final  lease  rates,  payments  and  options  may  vary. 


COMPUTER  PLAYERI  FEBRUARY  1997 


Creative  Computer  Systems 

102-1965  West  4th  Ave.,  Vancouver,  B.C. 
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Two  years  Parts  and 
Labour  warranty 


System 

U Intel  Pentium  Processor 
$ 8 MB  72  pin  SIMM  RAM 
$ Intel  Triton  VX  Chipset 
$ 256k  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
$1.3  GB  Hard  Drive 
$ 3.5"  1 .44  Floppy  Drive 
$ On-board  PCI  IDE  Controller 
with  high  speed  serial  & parallel  ports 
$ 1 MB  PCI  SVGA  Video  Card 
$ 14"  1024  x 768  N/l  L/R  0.28  Color  Monitor 
$ 1 5"  Tower  Case 
$ 104  Keyboard 
$ Mouse  & Mouse-pad 

Multimedia 

$ 8x  CD-ROM  Drive 
$ 1 6 bit  Sound  Card 
$ Stereo  Speakers 

Fax  / Modem 

$ 33.6  Fax  / Data  / Voice  Modem 


Tel:  (604)  732-6313 
Fax:  (604)  732-8337 

E-mail:  creative@axionet.com 


System 
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Intel/Cyrix  Pentium  Processor 
8 MB  72  pin  SIMM  RAM 
Intel  Triton  VX  Chipset 
256k  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
1 .3  GB  Hard  Drive 
3.5"  1 .44  Floppy  Drive 

On-board  PCI  IDE  Controller  with  high  speed 

serial  & parallel  ports 

1 MB  PCI  SVGA  Video  Card 

Acer  14"  1024  x 768  N/l  L/R  0.28  Color  Monitor 

1 7"  Tower  Case 

1 04  Keyboard 

Mouse  & Mouse-pad 

8X  CD-ROM  Drive 

16  bit  Sound  Card 

Stereo  Speakers 

33.6  Fax/Data/Voice  Modem 


fix  133+  Cyrix  150+ 


$1390  $1420  $1470 

$51  /month*  $53/month*  $55  month* 


Intel -120  Intel -133  Intel -150  Intel -166 


$1410  $1530  $1590  $1780 

$52/month*  $57/month*  $59/month*  $66/month* 

*0AC  based  on  36  months  lease,  first  ond  lost  payments  in  advance  with  option  to  purchase  ot  10%  ot  end  of  lease  period. 

CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  < 


CYRIX  133+ 

CYRIX  150+ 

CYRIX  166+ 

$1560 

$1590 

$1650 

$58/month* 

$59/month* 

$61 /month* 

Intel  • 120 

Intel  • 133 

Intel  • 166 

$1560 

$1690 

$1970 

$58/month* 

$63/month* 

$73/month* 

Upgrade  to  Pentium/486  System 

FREE  INSTALLATION 

< 
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ex  CD-ROM  BUNDLE  $4  00 

ex  CD-ROM  Drive,  16  bit  Sound  Card  V 1 

Stereo  Speakers 

MultiStar  P- 1 33  Notebook  $3RQ5 

16  MB  RAM,  1 .35  GB  HD 


< 
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Store  Hours: 

Mon.  - Fri. 

Sat. 

Sun. 


9:30am 

10:00am 


6:30pm 

5:00pm 

Closed 


1 1 .3"  TFT  Screen,  6X  CD-ROM 

CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  SPECIAL  CREATIVE  i 


Prices  are  Cash  Discounted  & Subject  to  Change 
without  Prior  Notice,  All  brand  names  and  trade- 
marks are  the  property  of  their  respective  owners. 
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$115 

$120 


Ti  P"p*'80 

PCI  Triion  w 586  5l2KlBurslr  'a  p ^$5 

ssfjsr* 
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IDEO  CARD  & MONITOR 

|PCI  SVGA  64  bit  w/MPEG  1 MB/2MB  $48/1 

iTI  Mach  Video  Boost  1/2  MB  DRAM  w/  MPEG  $90/101 
iTI  3D  Xpression  SDRAM  2MB/4MB  $149/1 79| 

Tl  3D  Xpression  PC2TV  2MB/4MB  $185/21 

iamond  STL3D  2MB/4MB  $149/1691 

laxtrox  Millennium  PCI  2MB/4MB  WRAM  $260/355 
VGA  1 471 571 7"  Color  Monitor  $260/360/6 1 0 


CALI  » 

cc&  M 

CALL 
$12132  \ 

$25/25 

$42/42  Dr|VES 
$88/88  1.3GB/ 1.6GB 
$175/T75  2.0GB/2.5GB 

W.D.  1.2GB/1.6GB 
W.D.  2.1GB/2.5GB 
v 1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive 

Iomega  Jaz  Drive  Int/Ext 
Iomega  Zip  Drive  Parallel/SCSI  Ext 


$255/280 

$325/360 

$260/285 

$330/368 

$32 

$505/635 

$255/255 


* m0dem 

Card 


PRINTER  & SCANNER 

Canon  BJC-240  Color  lnkjetER 

SnOnBJn'4100Co|or'nk/'et 
So  iLn  L8p-460  Laser  Printer 
HP  680C  DeskJet 


SSgS 

?t^S£eMa,en 


$52 

$75 

$97 

$180 

$140 

$175 

$59 

$115 


WE  DO  UPGRADE  S^CT^D*e800MB”Exl  $UM°! 
& REPAIBI  lom^  M Drae  32  GB  W'E<' $2S® 3 


$245 

$305 

$355 

$400 

$530 


$190 
$218 
$218 
$25 5 


nMan  Color  Hand  Scanner  $228 
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Hssassin  CUTS  out  too  quickly 


• • By  MARK  SALTZMAN  • • 

It  s been  a long  time  since  I've  enjoyed  the  pre- 
release demo  of  a game  so  much.  Months 
before  Inscape’s  Assassin-  2015  hit  the  retail 
shelves,  I had  a copy  of  this  Dtxym- style  shoot- 
em-up  in  my  hands.  It  had  the  same  first-person 
perspective  view  of  most  action  games  of 
recent  memory,  but  this  time,  it 
had  something  that  seemed  to  be 
lacking  in  most  in  this  genre— a 
real  story. 

From  its  jaw-dropping  intro,  to 
the  rnrvcluGton  of  a short  but 
sweaty  battle  against  a slew  of 
trigger-happy  robots,  I was  glued 
to  my  monitor  and  simply  could  not  wait  until 
the  full  version  came  out. 

Well,  that  day  came,  and  boy,  was  I disappoint- 
ed. Why,  you  ask?  Well,  let’s  start  with  the  game’s 
admirable  qualities  first— because  oddly  enough, 
there  are  many  of  them. 

The  premise  of  Assassin:  2015  is  quite  inter- 
esting. You  are  Jack  Butcher,  a hired  assassin  in 
the  post-apocalyptic  year  of  2015,  assigned  to 
take  out  the  maniacal  CEO  of  a robotic  soldier 
manufacturer.  The  fun  begins  after  you  think 
your  work  is  complete  and  you  find  yourself  cor- 
nered in  the  building  by  the  corrupt  leader’s 
motley  crew.  You  discover  later  on  why  there 
was  so  much  building  security  for  an  ordinary 
press  conference— you  were  set  up. 


Fighting  occurs  in  the  rooms  and  hallway's  of 
this  building,  with  enjoyable  cut-scenes  repli- 
cating a cool  move  on  your  part,  or  the  after- 
math  of  succeeding  a tense  moment. 

The  graphics  are  impressive,  as  arc  the  sound 
effects,  voice-overs,  and  music  .The  controls  were 
easy  to  use,  or  if  you  prefer  something  more 
familiar,  you  may  easily’  tweak  the  keyboard  to 
your  individual  preferences. 

Time  ain't  on  my  side 

So,  if  the  storyline,  graphics, 
cut-scenes,  music, and  sound 
effects  were  good,  why  was  I 
so  disappointed  with  the  full 
game?  The  answer:  the  com- 
plete version  of  Assassin:  20 1 5 
took  me  only  35  minutes  to  finish.  35  min- 
utes. For  a $70  game.  That’s  two  dollars  a 
minute!  Why  would  Inscape  release  a game 
that  could  be  completed  so  fast? 

My  suggestion  to  all  action  fans  who  have 


info 


Assassin:  2015 , from  Inscapc.  Wln95  CD-ROM. 
$59.99  (street). 

System  Requirements:  Windows  95,  4S6  DX/66 
Mhz,  16  MB  RAM,  quod  speed  CD  ROM,  6-Wt 
sound  card,  256  colours  In  640  x 460  mode,  50  MB 
hard-drive  space 


been  curious  about  the  game— don’t  buy  it. 
Play  the  demo  (complete  with  the  great  intro 
movie),  which  is  available  on  many  comput- 
er-game magazine  CD-ROMs,  such  as 
Computer  Gaming  World , PC  Games , or  PC 


Gamer . Believe  you  me,  the  full  version  is 
not  much  longer  than  this  free  demo. 

Assassin:2015  is  the  sad  result  of  what 
could  have  been  one  of  the  top  action  titles 
in  a long  time.  ♦ 


Internet  Office  with  Space  Available 
Direct  T1  Connection  Included 

Only  $3.95  sq.ft.  Per  month! 


SfwasA' 

COMMUNICATIONS  001U-. 


200-1048  Davie  St., 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V6E  1M4 
Tel:  604.684.7007 


Unrestricted  Internet  Access 

$18.95  for  150  hours  per  month 
with  Free  Web  Page! 

$ 9.95  per  month  for  25  hours  (purchased  yearly) 
Business  E-Mail  Accounts. 

www.siwash.bc.ca  info@siwash.bc.ca 


Bene  h ma 


BEST  PRICES  in 
THE  UniUERSE 

On  used:  Software,  Computers, 
Parts  & Accessories 


SPECIAL  - COMBINATION 


28.8  Modem 

w/voice  and  sound  card  . . . .$  1 29.00 


tk 


2X  SCSI  CD-Rom 
w/card  and  caddy 

Diskette  Bins  .... 


$79.95 
. $4.95 


6 Month  Warranty  on  Everything  Sold! 


Hi 


SOFTWARE 

Madden  '97 
Need  For  Speed 
Longbow 
Road  Rash 
F22  Lightning  II 
ATF 

Pro  Game  Pak 

$29.95 

NHL  Hockey 
Armoured  Fist 
Reflux 

Nova  Storm 
Microphone  Pro 
. . . hundreds  more 

$14.95 

MAC  Software 
. . . dozens  of  titles 

$9.95 


PRINTERS 


World  of  Combat 

Wide  Carriage  

. . .$49.95 

Absolute  Zero 

Loadstar 

Print  Master 

BJC  - 210  (Refurbished)  . . . 

. .$239.00 

Maabus 

SYSTEMS 

Wing  Commander  III 
Casino  Pak 

286  Laptops  

. .$199.00 

. . . etc,  etc 

486  Notebooks  

. .$795.00 

$19.95 

486  DX  Multimedia  System 
w/CD-Rom  and  sound  card 

CD-ROM  games 
Journeyman  Project 
Turbo 

Microcosm 

(monitor  sold  separately)  . . . 

. .$595.00 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Wolf 

Ultimate  Cards 

1 6 Bit  Sound  Cards  

. . .$49.00 

. . . etc,  etc 

Game  Pads 

. . . .$9.95 

$4.95 

Cordless  Game  Pads 

. . $19.95 

Joysticks  

. . .$14.95 

2627  Kingsway  Vancouver,  BC  V5R  5H4 

Phone  # 451-5333  www coming  soon! 


COMPUTER  PLAYERI  FEBRUARY  1997 


COMPUTERINC. 


101-1926  West  Broodwoy, 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V6J  1Z2 
Tel:  (604)  739-0438 
Fax:  (604)  739-0436 
Business  Hours: 
Mon  -Fri.  10:00-18  00  Sat  12  00-17  00 


Pentium  Special 


These  are  the  people  in  your 


120MHz 

133MHz 

150MHz 

166MHz 

200MHz 

$1600 

$1700 

$1750 

$1950 

$2100 

. Intel  Triton  VX  Chip  Set,  256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache,  PCI-ISA  Bus 
. Intel  Pentium  CPU 

16MB  RAM  (EDO,  60ns,  72  pin  SIMM) 

1 ,44MB  (3.5“)  floppy  disk  drive 
. 1.28GB  EIDE  hard  drive  (mode  4,  10ms) 

. On  Board  PCI  EIDE  HDD  controller  (control  up  to  4 IDE  devices) 

. On  Board  2 UART  16550  Fast  Serial,  1 parallel  (EPP/ECP)  Ports 
. S3  Trio  64,  64Bit  SVGA  card  w/1  MB  DRAM  PCI 
. Supra  33.6K  Internal  Fax  Modem  w/Voice  V.34 

8X  Internal  CD  ROM  Drive  (EIDE) 

. 16  Bit  Sound  Card 

. 13"  tower  case  w/200W  CSA  approved  power  supply 
. 14"  ACER  SVGA  Non-interlaced  color  monitor  (1024x768  .28mm) 
. 2 External  Speakers  (1 20W) 

. 104  key  windows  enhanced  keyboard 
. Microsoft  2 button  mouse 
. MS  Windows  95  (CD,  Full  Version) 


Upgrade  to:  32MB  EDO  RAM  $90, 1.7GB  HDD  $40, 2.1GB  HDD  $90, 
15*  Acer  Monitor  $100, 17‘  Acer  Monitor  $400,  ATI  Mach  G4  2MB  $50, 
ATI  3D  Xpression+  2MB  $130,  Matrox  MiUenium  2MB  $200, 
Matrox  Mystique  2MB  $180, 19*  Tower  Case  $20 


* Free  Estimate  on  Repairs  and  Upgrades  * 

All  Systems  2 Years  Parts  and  Labour  Warranty 

Prices  subject  to  change.  Please  call  for  the  latest  prices 


NEVERHOOD 


• • By  MARC  SALTZMAN  • • 

In  struggling  to  find  the  right  words  to 
describe  The  Neverbood  to  people,  I often 
refer  back  to  what  Mark  Forrester,  from 
Global  TV’s  First  Byte,  said  about  the  game: 
“It’s  like  Myst  meets  Gumby." 


Bop  goes  The  Klaymen 

I think  that’s  dead  on.  In  case  you’ve  been 
living  under  a rock  for  the  past  few  years, 
Myst  was  an  instant-classic  adventure  game 
that  is  still  selling  remarkably  well  consider- 
ing it  debuted  over  three  years  ago.  In  the 
beautifully  detailed  universe  of  Myst , you  had 


one  main  quest  (that  wasn’t  apparent  at  the 
beginning  of  the  game),  but  had  to  solve 
smaller,  and  quite  tough,  puzzles  in  order  to 
complete  your  primary'  goal. 

Gumby,  on  the  other  hand,  was  a lovable 
clay  character  that  appeared  on  television 
in  the  1950s  and  1960s,  and  eventually 
attracted  quite  a cult  fol- 
lowing. Gumby,  for  his 
cute  flexible  appearance 
and  naive  curiosity,  has 
etched  its  way  into  the 
annals  of  recent  pop  cul- 
ture. 

The  Neverbood  is  truly  a 
wonderful  combination  ol 
these  two  phenomena:  a 
claymation  adventure 
game  whereby  you  must  unravel  the  evil 
source  behind  the  city  of  the  Ncverhood, 
and  restore  peace  and  happiness  to  all  its 
wacky  inhabitants. 

can  tinued  on  p a g p 7S 


RPC  ( Sales,  Repair  & Upgrade  ) 


Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice  MasierCa'd  VISA  Pcynen*  Accep  ec 


/ 

\ 

RPC 

SYSTEMS 

P-I20PCI  $1350 
P-I33PQ  $1430 
P-150PCI  $1550 
M66PCI  $1680 
P-200PCI  $1860 

® 

* Intel  Pentium  Boxed  Processor 

* Gigabyte  M board  w/Triton  Chipset 

* 16MB  EDO  RAM 

* 512KB  Pipeline  Burs)  Cache 

* 1.44  Mb  Floppy  Drive 

* 1.6GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 

* 2 seriall  Parallel.  1 Mouse  Ports 
‘ PCI  64  Bit  Video  Card  w/  1Mb 

* Mognavox  14*  Svga  Monitor 

* NMB 104  Key  Win95  Keyboard 

‘ 15*  Tower  Case  wl  230W  CSA  P/S 

* Logitech  3 Button  Mouse 

* 2 Years  Warranty  ^ 

MONITORS  & VIDEO  CARDS 

Magnavox  14*  Nl  SVGA  28  $290 

Comportnerl5*  Nl  IR  Flat  SVGA  .28  $480 

Compupartner  17*  LR  Flat  Screen  Nl  SVGA  $860 
Samsung  15*  Flat  Screen  NI.LR,  SVGA  $495 

Samsung  17*  Gli  Monitor  $930 

SONY  I00$x  15*  $600 

NEC  C500  15*  $565 

NEC  XV17+  / Xel7  17*  $11 80/$  1 460 

SVGA  Cord  256K  Exp.  51 2K  $45 

SVGA  Card  ISA  1M8  $65 

Cirrus  logic  SVGA  Cord  1/2MB  PCI  $59/$69 

Matrox  Miennium  3D  2mb/4nt  WRam  PCI  $279$/$379 
Matrox  Mystique  2mb/4mb  SGRam  PCI  $265/$330 
Diamond  Stealth  64  DRAM  1/2MB  VIB/PCI  $ 1 49/$  1 79 
Diamond  Stea«h64  Video  VRAM  2/4MB  $330/460 

Diamond  Stealth  3D  PCI  2M8/4MB  $230/$  265 

AD  3D  Xpiession+  2MB/4MB  SDRam  PCI  $199/$239 
AR  3D  Pro  lurbo  4MB/8MB  SGRam  PCI  $335/$440 


MULTIMEDIA 

16  bit  sound  card  & 8x  CD-ROM 

$206 

2 Power  Speakers  w/  AC  odaptr 

$29 

1 20  Watt  speakers 

$49 

Sound  blaster  32  P&P 

$169 

Sound  blaster  AWE  32 

$199 

16  bit  Sound  Card 

$58 

Sound  blaster  16 

$99 

Panasonic  Sx  speed  CD-Rom 

$155 

Sanyo  2x  Speed  SCSI  CD-Rom 

$99 

Adaptec  SCSI  CD-Rom  Cntt  wl  Software 

$85 

We  are  a member  of 
Better  Business  Bureau 


DRIVES  & CONTROLLERS 

1.2GB  EIDE 

$270 

1.7GB  EIDE 

$310 

2.1GB  / 2.5GB  EIDE 

$345/$430 

2.1G8  SCSI 

$650 

4.3G8  SCSI 

$1200 

2.5*  500MB/810MB  DE  for  notebook 

$250  $395 

1.2MB  5.25’  Floppy  Drive 

$60 

1.44MB  3.5"  Floppy  Drive 

$35 

SyQest  230MB  drive  w / 1 disk 

$398 

Conner  800MB  topebockup  w/lape 

$210 

Backpack  800mb  parallel  pod  backup 

$195 

Seagate  8.0G  Int./ext  tape  backup 

$1230'$  13  70 

HP  Surestore  5000E  4GB  tape  bockup 

$1350 

VLB  EIDE  Controller  W/  Multi-I/O 

$40 

VLB  EIDE  Cntrir  w/  Enhanced  I/O 

$45 

Adaptec  1522/1510  SCSI  Ctrtr 

$125/$  105 

Adaptec  2842A  VLB  SCSI  Controller  kit 

$350 

Adaptec  2940/2940W  PCI  SCSI  Cntrtlr 

$295/350 

MOTHERBOARDS  (Latest  Design) 

486DX4-100PCI  256k  wl  CPU,  fan  $190 

486DX4-120PCI  256k  wl  CPU,  fan  $210 

P-75  512k  wl  epu,  fan  $320 

P-100  512k  w/cpu,  fan  $380 

P-120  I 133  5 12k  w/cpu,  fan  $40Q/$510 
P-150  I 166  5 12K  w/cpu,  fan  $620/$800 


NETWORKING 

Windows  NT  4.0  Server  w/5  licence  $960 
Lantastic  6.0  starter  kit  $350 

Novell  3.12  upgrade  (10  user)  $1490 
Novell  3.12/4.1  (5  user)  $880/880 

Novell  3.12/4.1  (10  user)  $1880 

Novell  3.12/4.1  (25  user)  $2620/2480 
Eogle  2000+  16  Ethernet  Card  $100 
IBM  16bit  Ethernet  108ase-T  Card  $49 

cable,  connector,  terminator  & crimping  tool 


l&M»Nottoct[l6MKm| 


$25 
34245 
$40 

Sanyo  2*  SCSI  (MW  599 

Specials 


Printers 

Raven  Ls-6  1MB  600dpi  Laser 

$585 

Brother-641  Laser 

$450 

Brother-660  2MB  600dpi 

$760 

Okidata  OL-4W  Laser  600dpi 

$425 

HP  340c  portable 

$430 

HP  680C  Color  Deskjet  600dpi 

$420 

HP  820Cxi  Color  Deskjet  600dpi 

$545 

HP  870Cxi  Color  deskjet  600dpi 

$680 

HP  LaserJet  5L  600dpi 

$679 

HP  LaserJet  6P  600dpi 

$1135 

HP  LaserJet  6MP  600dpi 

$1295 

HP  LaserJet  5 600dpi 

$1800 

HP  LaserJet  4V/4MV  $2800/$3990 

Canon  BJC-4100  / BJ-30 

$ 3 2 5/  $ 2 9 5 

We  repair : 

-Monitors 
-Systems 

-Printers  ^ 

We  upgrade  laser  printers 


RPC 

Computers  Ltd. 

1796  Renfrew  St. 
Vancouver.  B.C. 

(604)  255-1192 

Fax:  (604)  255-0002 

Mon.-Fri.  9:30-6:00  * Sat.  CLOSED 
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These  are  the  people  in  your ... 

continued  from  page  2-4* 


Cyan'j  Myjt 


Eat  your  heart  out,  C host 

You  control  The  Klaymen  as  he  sets  out  to 
tackle  over  60  puzzles  in  crisp  SVGA  graph- 
ics and,  if  your  system  is  powerful  enough, 
very  smooth  animation  and  fluid  character 
movement.  There  are  over  50,000  frames  of 
animation  and  three  tons  of  clay  used  here, 
and  the  game  took  over  one  year  to  com- 
plete. The  scenery  is  gorgeous  and  the  voic- 
es and  jazzy/folky  music  is  professionally 
executed. 

Setup  is  a snap,  utilizing  Windows  95’s 
auto-play  feature  and  automatic  sound  and 
video  detection,  and  the  rest  of  the  game  is 
controlled  effortlessly  via  the  mouse. 

The  Neverbofjd  is  downright  hilarious— I 
don’t  think  a computer  game  has  made  me 


laugh  out  loud  so  much  since  Lucas  Art’s 
Day  of  The  Tentacle.  Don’t  be  fooled  by  the 
character’s  lovable  clay  appearance  (hand- 
crafted by  Earthworm  Jitn's  creator  Doug 
TenNapel)  and  light-hearted  storyline, 
though— The  Neverhood  is  a tough  game  to 
finish. 

This  leads  me  to  the  only  problem  I have 
with  this  game:  some  of  the  latter  obsta- 
cles in  the  game  are  quite  far-fetched. 
Don’t  get  me  wrong  I don’t  have  any  beefs 
about  a hard  or  challenging  game,  but  1 
found  some  of  the  puzzles  ambiguous  and 
obscure. 

Despite  this  one  shortcoming.  The 
Neverhood  is  a must-have  CD-ROM  for  any 
adventure  gamer  s collection.  It  has  all  the 
elements  of  a worthwhile  product:  appeal- 


The  online  hood 

Try  out  The  Neverhood  for  free  by  down- 
loading one  of  two  different  playable 
demos  at  the  GameSpot  Web  site.  Point 
your  browser  to  http://www.game 
spot.com/adventure/nhood/demos.html 
For  those  of  you  who  are  stuck— and  I 
mean  really  stuck  (I've  been  there,  man), 
go  to  the  The  Neverhood  Web  site 
(http://www.neverhood.com/)  for  many 
helpful  hints  on  various  stages  in  the  game. 


ing  characters,  simple  controls,  a juicy  plot,  a 
unique  visual  experience  (like  Myst ),  memo- 
rable music,  high  replayability,  and  a gratify- 
ing conclusion. 

This  product  marks  the  first  release  from 
DreamWorks  Interactive— a collaborative 
effort  from  the  talents  of  Stephen  Spielberg, 
David  Geffen,  and  Jerry  Katzenberg.  ♦ 


info 


The  Neverhood,  from  DreamWorks  Interactive.  Wln95 
CD-ROM.  S59.99  to  $69.99  (street). 

System  requirements:  Pentium  75  MHz,  8 MB  RAM  (16 
MB  recommended),  quod  speed  CD  ROM,  SVGA  moni- 
tor, 8 bit  Windows  compatible  sound  card  end  speak- 
ers (16  bit  recommended),  10  MB  hard^rive  space 
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Your  Own  Web  Site 

Have  you  been  hearing  everywhere  you  turn  " see  our  web  site 
at  http://www. ...'.'?  Have  you  thought  It  would  be  too 
expensive?  Or  you  don't  know  how  to  go  about  It? 

Let  Maximum  Internet  show  you  how  you  too  can  have  a web 
site  for  as  little  as  $ 30.00  per  month!  You  don't  even  need  to 
own  a computer  to  have  a site,  we  can  do  all  the  creation  for 
you  or  you  may  want  to  do  It  all  yourself. 

Domain  name  registering  and  hosting  available. 

Relocate  your  website.  ’ 

We  also  can  connect  you  to  the  Internet,  and  provide  you  with 
your  own  e-mail  address  as  well,  for  only  $29.95  per  month 

unlimited  use. 

SELLING  SOMETHING?  place  an  add  on  the  Internet  classifieds, 
with  photo  for  only  $ 5.00  per  month. 

Clip  this  add  and  call  today  for  a free  consultation 
at  your  office  today. 

http://www.max-net.com  1604 1 940-8921 

e-mall:  malKSmax-net.com  1 • 


Anitec  Computer  Technology 

m m w 


2607  Kingsway  Vancouver,  BC  VSR  5H4 
tel:  (604)  435-2038  fax:  (604)  435-1298 
Hours:  Mon.  to  Sat.:  JO  am  to  6 pm 
Sun.:  11  am  to  4 pm 
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Anitec 


Power  ^ 

Senes 

P100s1 399  Lease  $45 

Premium 

Series 

P133s1979  Lease  $64 

Superpro  ^ 
Series 

P180  s3500  Lease  $115 

Acer  zgnw 
Series  w 

PI  20  s2098  Lease  $68 

• Deluxe  Mid  tower  cose 

• Intel  Triton  II  VX  chipset  Motherboard 

• 256Kb  pipelined  burst  cache,  Flash  Bios 

• 2 fast  serial  ports,  1 enhanced  printer  ports 

• 4 EIDE  ports,  floppy  ports 

• Intel  Pentium  processor,  up  to  200  mhz 

• 1 6 MB  fast  RAM,  extendible  to  1 28  Mb 
•64  Bit  1Mb  PCI  SVGA  card  with  MPEG 

• 1.28  Gb  EIDE  mode  4 hard  disk  drive 
•3.5"  1,44  Mb  floppy  disk  drive 

• 14"  ,28dp  SVGA  color  monitor 

• 8x  CDROM  & 1 6 bit  pnp  Stereo  sound  card 

• 80W  amplified  speakers  Microphone 

• 33.6k  Internal  Fax/Modem 

• Win'95  keyboard,  mouse  & pad 

PI 20  PI 33  PI  50  PI 66  Cvrix/IBM 

$1459  $1589  $1649  $1895  $coll 

•Deluxe  "15/"  19  tower  cose 

• Intel  Triton  11  VX  chipset  Mother  board 

• 51 2K  Pipeline  burst  cache,  Flash  BIOS 

• 2x  fast  serial  ports,  1 enhanced  printer  port 

• 4 EIDE  ports,  floppy  ports,  support  USB 

• Intel  Pentium  Processor,  up  to  200  mhz 
•32Mb  EDO  60ns  RAM.  ext.  to  128  Mb 

• ATI/Diamond  2Mb  PCI  with  full  MPEG 

• Western  Digital  1 .6  Gb  mode  4 EIDE  HDD 

• 3.5"  1 .44  Mb  floppy  disk  drive 

• 1 2x  CDR0M&  I6bit  Sound  Blaster  PnP 

• 80W  amplified  speakers.  Microphone 

• 1 5"  28api  Nl  IK  flot  screen  monitor 

• 33.6K  internal  voice  Fox/Modem 

• Win’95  keyboard  Logitech  mouse  & pod 

• MMX  chip  is  available 

P100  PI  20  PI  50  PI  66  P200 

$1838  $1869  $2079  $2239  $2589 

• Professional  AIX  17"  tower  case 

• Asus/lntel  Pentium  Pro  PCI  Mother  board 

• 256K  internal  cache  built  in  Flash  BIOS 

• 2 fast  serial  ports,  1 enhonced  printer  port 

• 4 EIOE  ports,  floppy  ports 

• Intel  Pentium  Pro  processor  & cooler 
•32  Mb  EDO  60NS  RAM,  ext.  to  128  Mb 

• Motrox  Mystique  2 MB  SGRAM  SVGA  cord 

• Western  Digital  2.1  G EIOE  Hard  Drive 

• 3.5"  1 44  Mb  floppy  disk  drive 

•12x  CDROM  & Sound  Blaster  32  30  PnP 

• 230W  amplified  speokers,  microphone 

• ViewSonic/Optiques  1 7’  SVGA  color  monitor 

• USR  Sportster  33.6Kb  int  speaketsphone  FM 

• Win’95  keybootd,  Microsoft  mouse  & pod 

Pro180  P200  Dual  Pentium 

$3500  $3999  Scoll 

• AcetOpen  Deluxe  1 7"  tower  cose 

• Acer  AP53  Triton  II  chip  PCI  Motherboard 

• 512K  Pipeline  burst  cache,  flash  BIOS 

• 2 fast  serial  ports,  1 enhonced  printer  ports 

• 4 EIDE  ports,  floppy  ports,  support  USB 

• Intel  Pentium  Processor,  up  to  200  Mb 

• 32  MB  EDO  60NS  RAM.  ext.  to  256  MB 

• 64Bil  2 Mb  SVGA  cord  with  MPEG  & TV  output 
•1.6  Gb  mode  4 EIDE  HDD 

•3.5"  1 44  Mb  floppy  drive 

• Acer  1 2x  COROM  & AW32  3D  stereo  sound 

• 80W  omplified  speokers,  Microphone 

• AcerView  1 5"  N.l.  low  radiation  color  monitor 

• Acer  33.6K  full  duplex  SVD  Fox/Modem 

• Win’95  keyboard,  3 button  mouse  & pod 

P100  PI  33  P150  PI  66  P200 

$1998  $2198  $2280  $2480  $2738 

Systems  come  with  5 years  labour,  2 years  parts  warranty.  Cyrix/IBM  6x86  availabl 

;.  kVe  ship  out  of  town  with  a small  charge.  Easiest  and  best  rale  Leasing  to  own  plans. 

OEM  SOFTWARE 

Windows  '95  CO  full  $129 

MS  Office  Pro  CD  full  $349 

MS  Home  CD  bundle  $89 

REMOVEABLE  DRIVE 
Iomega  zip  drive  Parallel  $249 

ram  SCSI  $259 


Ditto  Tope  Drive 


800  int.  $159 
800  ext.  $199 


PRINTERS 

Stylus  500  cdcoki'  $370 

Stylus  Pro  EPS0N  $659 

HP680c/690t  rfil  $399/489 
HP820C/870C  $529/659 

HP51/6P  SESSS  $589/999 

HP5  $1789 

BJC240  canon  $240 

BJC4100  $299 

BJC4550  $599 

HL730  DKXner  $440 


SONY 


MONITORS 

Panasonic  Pro  15"  .27  $489 

PM  17"  .27  spk  $995 
Pro  IT  .25  $1099 

15”  sx/sf  $549/629 
1 7"  sx/sf  $1179/1399 
15"xv/m500  $659/689 

NEC  17"xv/m700  $1139/1089 
ViewSonic  17GA  multi  $959 

17PS  .25  1600  $979 

Acerview  17ie  .27  $739 

Sceptre  15717"  $399/699 


m» 


$169 

$259 


FAX/MODEM 

Sportster 

33.6  Int  speakerphone 
33.6  Ext.  full  duplex 
Supra  Express 

33.6  Int.  Voice  $129 

Cardinal/ Diamond  Int.  ISDN265/320 

MULTIMEDIA 

8x/l2x  CDROM  $139/169 

SB1 6/SB32PnP/AWE64$89/l  49/289 


SIMM  RAM 

30pinlm/4m  $12/33 

72pin  4/8/16/32  $25/45/88/189 
VIDEO  CARD  j— 

xpression  2m  uJ  $109 

3D  xpression  2mED0  $1 55 

Stealth  3D  EDO  2m  t2EETl$155 
Steolth  3D  EDO  4m  $199 

Mystique  2m/4m $229/325 

Millenium  2m/4m  $259/349 


MOTHERBOARD 

Gigabyte 

VX  256K/HX  512  $169/209 

Asus  VX  256K/HX  256K  $179/199 

HARD  DISK 

I.2G/1.6G/2.1G  $249/289/339 

2.5G/3.2G  $369/419 

Prices  subtext  to  change  without  notice  All 
trademarks  belong  to  men  respective  owners 
Surcharge  on  paying  credit  card  With  lease  to 
own  plan  mailable.  74  to  4?  months. 
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Your  cheatin'  heart 


• • By  MARC  SALZTMAN  • • 

I know,  I know.  You're  not  interested  in  mere  strategy  tips 
or  techniques.  You  don't  have  time  for  any  subtie  hints, 
nor  are  you  patient  enough  for  any  long  techno-babble 
answers  as  to  how  to  conquer  your  favourite  CD-ROM 
games.  You  crave  answers,  and  you  want  these  short-cuts 
now.  What  you  need  are  the  programmer's  cheat  codes 
so  you  can  crack  into  your  game  and  change  it  to  make 
it  easier,  more  fun,  and  to  dazzle  your  friends  with  some 
often  hard-to-find  keyboard  tricks.  Well,  here  you  go. 

Mechwarrior  2:  Mercenaries 

Activision's  hit  game  can  get  quite  tough  at  times,  so 
enter  the  following  commands  while  holding  the 
CTRL+ALT+SHIFT  keys  during  the  game  (i.e.,  TYPE  THIS: 
get  this): 

SUPERFUNKICALIFRAGISEXY:  turn  invulnerability  on/off 
ISEENFIREANDISEENRA1N:  unlimited  ammo  on/off 
OOOHHHLLLAAALLLAAA:  heat  tracking  on/off 
WEDIDITAGA1N:  coming  at  cha  again  (Dorcs  screen) 
rrSDABOMBINMYBEAUTIFULBALLOON:  sprout  jump- 
jets 

UKETHECOMSTARBABY:  end  mission  successfully 
OlsfHMEEVERYTIME:  time  compression  key  enabled/dis- 
abled 


BUBBLEBOY:  bounding  spheres  on/off 
CRAZYSEXYCOOL  infinite  jumpjets  on/off 
BEHOLDMYGLORY:  free  eye  mode  on/off 
ANTI|OLT:  time  expansion  enabled/disabled 
FLASHYFLASHY:  auto-grouping  enabled/disabled 
WALKTHISWAY:  leading  reticle  enabled/disabled 

Quake 

Hit  the  - key  (called  a tilde)  to  enter  the  Console  mode. 
Type  the  desired  code,  press  ENTER/RETURN  to  record 
it,  and  then  press  ESC  to  return  to  the  game.  Enjoy: 
GOD:  makes  you  invincible 

FLY:  enables  you  to  fly— press  D for  up  and  C for  down 
IMPULSE  9:  arms  you  with  all  weapons. 

IMPULSE  255:  turns  on  quad  damage 
MAP  ExMy:  jump  to  any  level  in  Quake,  where  x is  the 
desired  episode  and  y is  the  desired  level 
GIVE  "weapon*:  adds  a particular  weapon  to  your  arse- 
nal (#s  1-9) 

GIVE  "item*  "amount":  sets  ammunition  or  health  points 
(S=5heHs,  N=nai!s,  R=rockets,  C=energy  cells,  etc.) 

Duke  Nukem  3D 

You  may  have  heard  of  a few  of  these,  but  I'm  sure  you 
don't  know  'em  all.  At  any  point  during  the  game,  type 


in  the  following  words  for  the  desired  effect 
DNCORNHOUO:  God  Mode  (and  unlimited  jetpack) 
DNKROZ:  same  as  above,  just  fewer  words  to  type 
DNVIEW:  same  as  the  F 7 key  in  the  game,  (with  the 
message  "You're  too  good  to  be  cheating!") 

DNHYPER:  puts  you  in  Steroids  Mode 
DNITEMS:  gives  all  inventory  items  and  keys 
DNWEAPONS:  gives  all  weapons  and  ammo 
DNKEYS:  gives  all  the  keys 
DNSTUFF:  gives  ail  weapons,  keys,  inventory  items 
DNSCOTTYxyz:  level  warp  where  x is  the  episode  num- 
ber, and  yz  is  the  level  number 
DNSKlLLx  changes  the  difficulty  mode  to  x (can  be  0 to  3) 
DNUNLOCK.  opens  all  doors  and  unlocks  all  locked 
doors 

DN MON  STIRS:  turns  on/off  the  monsters  in  the  game 
DNCUP:  walk  through  walls 
DNSHOWMAP:  shows  the  entire  map 
DNCASHMAN:  spews  money  everywhere  when  you 
press  spacebar 

DNCOORDS:  shows  detailed  map  coordinate/  level  infor- 
mation 

DNDEBUG:  shows  some  debug  information 
DNRATE:  shows  your  frame  rate  onscreen 
DNBETA  prints  the  message  "Pirates  Suck!" 

DNALLEN:  prints  the  message  "Buy  Major  Stryker" 
DNTODD:  prints  the  message  "Register  Cosmo  Today!" 

Warcruft  II 

Whether  you  play  as  the  evil  Ores  or  noble  Humans,  try 
out  these  codes  to  add  some  spice  to  your  game: 

DAY:  displays  "fief"  on  the  screen 

DECK  ME  OUT:  upgrades  all  technologies  instantly 


EVERY  UTTLE  THING  SHE  DOES:  magic  users  given  all  the 
spells 

FASTDEMO  demo  scenes  at  main  menu  start  faster 
GUTTERING  PRIZES:  adds  gold  and  lumber  to  your 
resources 

HATCHET/AXE/SAW:  increases  harvesting  of  lumber 
ms  A GOOD  DAY  TO  DIE:  invulnerability  with  255  dam- 
age bonus 

MAKE  rr  SO:  buildings,  units,  upgrades  built  quicker 

NETPROF:  watch  a laser  show 

NEVER  A WINNER:  removes  victory 

NOGLUES:  disables  magical  traps 

ON  SCREEN:  uncovers  map  (also  works  with  modem  play) 

T1GERULY:  skip  levels  in  campaign  play 

ORCn  / HUMANn:  jumps  to  level  n (type  TIGERULY  first) 

SHOWPATH:  as  with  ON  SCREEN,  displays  whole  map 

THERE  CAN  BE  ONLY  ONE  jump  to  final  movie 

TITLE  units  travel  faster 

UCLA:  displays  "Go  Bruins"  on  the  screen 

UNITE  THE  CLANS:  instant  victory 

VALDEZ  / SPYCOB:  adds  5000  oil  to  your  resources 

YOU  PITIFUL  WORM:  instant  defeat 

Bonus  Came:  Command  & Conquer 

Well,  there's  bad  news  and  good  news  for  fans  of 
Westwood's  popular  C & C series.  The  bad  news  is 
that  there  are  no  official  cheat  codes— they  were 
taken  out  of  the  game  by  the  programmers  prior 
to  beta  testing.  The  good  news  is  that  some  peo- 
ple don't  take  no  for  an  answer.  Point  your  brows- 
er to  http://www.gamesmania.com/cnc/com- 
mand.html  to  find  out  how  it's  done.  ♦ 
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THE  BEST  DEAL  IS  HERE  ! 


SP5-100  $1438 

iP5-120  $1488 

iP5-133  $1568 

iP5-150  $1678 

IP5-166  $1788 

iP5-200  $1998 

(MMX  CPU  + $100) 
CX6x86-1 50+  $1448 
CX6x86-166+  $1548 


INTERNET  BROWSER 

ONLY  $999 

AMD  DX4-100  PCI/ISA 
33.6  INT  FAX  MODEM 
16MB  RAM,  1.2B  EIDE  HDD 
1.44MB  FDD,  1MB  64BIT  VIDEO 
14B  .28  Nl  LR  GR  SVGA 
WIN95K/B&2B  MOUSE 
131  TOWER  CASE 


. TRITON  VX  MMX  DIMM  PNP  M/B 
. 512KB  PB  CACHE 
. 16MB  SIMM  RAM  UP  TO  128MB 
. 1 .27GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE  4 
. 1 .44MB  FUJITSU  FDD 
. PCI  2MB  MPEG  VIDEO  CARD 
. ON  BD  EIDE/EI0/PS2M  PORTS 
. (2X1 6550+ ECP+PS2  MOUSE) 

. 14‘  .28  Nl  LR  GR  SVGA  MONITOR 
. 104K  FUJITSU8725  WIN95  K/B 
. 2B  LOGITECH  MOUSE  W/PAD 

MONTHLY 


. 19"  MID  TOWER  CASE  WITH  LED 
. 33.6  INT.  FAX  MODEM 
. 8X  INT.  EIDE  CDROM  DRIVE 
. 16  BIT  PNP  SOUND  CARD 
. 60W  SPEAKERS  AC  POWERED 
. DESKTOP  MICROPHONE 
. 7 MPC  CDROM  TITLES  ’97 
GROLIER  ENCYCLOPEDIA 
ANIMALS,  CHEESE,  ATLAS, 
TYPING  TUTOR,  RABBIT 

PROMOTION: 


HOT  PARTS  SELETIONS 

MOTHERBOARD 

TRITON  VX  PENTIUM- 100120/133 $27*295/415 

TRITON  HX  PENTIUM- 150/16*200- $565/67*875 

48*5X86  PCI/ISA  100120133 $16*17*185 

MEMORY 

4/*1*32MB  SIMM  RAM....- - $28/4*90180 

256KB  PIPEUNE  BURST  CACHE - - $28 

512KB*8  ORAWEDO  RAM - .$2*30 

DRIVES 

1.2/1. 44MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE - -...$6*35 

1 .2/1  *2  1/2.S5.0GB  HDD .$148/18*318/35*548 

HP  4XR/2XW  CDROM  RECORDER $998 

PANASONIC  4XR/2XW  CDROM  RECORDER £688 

100MB  ZIP  I NT/EXT.  DRIVE ..$258 

JAZ  1QB  SCSI  DRIVE- $589 

TAPE  DRIVE  800MB/3.2GB. - - $15*338 

VIDEO  CARDS  AND  MONITORS 

ATI  M64  PO  2MB  O/VRAM - $1  10288 

ATI  2MB  3D  EXPR  / 4MB  PRO  TURBO -$17*278 

DIAMOND  ST64  PCI  2MB  O/VRAM $110328 

PCI  64BIT  2MB  EDO  MPEG - - -....$68 

MONITOR  .28  Nl  LR  GR  14715717*....- $26*36*668 

ATI  TV  TURNNER- -.$156 

DIAMOND  TVTURNNER/VIDEO  CARD  2MB  EDO $288 

PROMOVIE  VIDEO  CAPTURE  CARO .$248 

SOUND  CARO.  MICROPHONE,  AND  SPEAKERS 

MICROPHONE/EARPHONE $1*8 

SOUND  BLASTER  1*32/64 $8*13*268 

16BIT  PNP  SOUND  CARD— - -.$48 

60W/120W/200W  SPEAKERS  (AC) $2*4*68 

MODEMS 

33  *55.6  USR  INT.  FAX  VOICE  SPKPHN..- ..$168 

33.6  INT  FAX/VOICE  MODEM - $99/128 

KEYBOARD.  MOUSE  AND  CASE 

FUJITSU  472*8725  K/B.. - - -$68/33 

MICROSOFT  W1N95  ERGO— - $88 

WIN95  ERGO  WITH  TOUCH  PAD - $89 

MICROSOFT  MOUSEA.OGITECH  3B  ERGO $35 

LOGITECH  2B/3B. -...$1*28 

CASE  1 37 1 57 1 97FULL- - -....$68/7*8*118 

SOFTWARE  AND  DISKS 

DOS62  & WINDOWS  3.11WG .$128 

WINDOWS  95  FULL  VERSION - - $138 

MS  HOME  7 TITLES  (ENCARTA96) $98 

7 CDROM  TITLES  (GROLER  96) - $38 

74MIN/650MB  BLANK  CD - $10 


HIGH  END 


iP5-1 33 
iP5-1 50 
iP5-1 66 
iP5-200 
CXI  50+ 
CX1 66+ 


$2128 

$2238 

$2348 

$2558 

$1998 

$2098 


. GA586HX  TRITON  HX  PNP  M/B 
. 512KB  PIPELINE  BRUST  CACHE 
.32MB  EDO  RAM  EXP’L  TO  128MB 
.2.1GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE  4 
. 1.44MB  FUJITSU  FDD 
. ON  BOARD  EIDE/FDD/EIO 
. 2USP(  16550)  IP(EPP)  lM(PS/2) 

. ATI  3D  PC-TO-TV  2MB  MPEG 
. 15-  .28  Nl  LR  GR  FLAT  MONITOR 
. FUJITSU  104  ENH.  WIN95  K/B 
. 3B  LOGITECH  PS/2  MOUSE  & PAD 
. 19"  MID  CSA  TOWER  CASE 
. 8X  EIDE  CDROM  DRIVE 
. SOUND  BLASTER  32  PNP  CARD 
. 200W  STEREO  SPEAKERS 
. USR  33.6  INT  VOICE  FAX  MODEM 
(UPGRADABLE  TO  55.6K) 

. MICROPHONE  INCLUDE 


1.  ZIP  DISK  100MB  ONLY  $16.99/EA 

2.  74M  IN/650 MB  WRITABLE  CD  ONLY  $10.99/EA 


NOT  ONLY  AFFORDABLE  AND  HIGH  QUALITY  COMPUTERS ' 
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Your  First  Choice 


WE  OFFER  YOU  TOTAL  SOLUTIONS! 


1745  Nanaimo  Street  (Near  1st  Ave) 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V5N  5C1 
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Best  quality,  Best  service,  Wholesale  Prices  COMPUTER  Inc. 


#21-12391  Bridgeport  Rd. 
Richmond  B.C.  V6V  1J4 
Tel:  (604)  244-0793 
Fax:  (604)  244-9762 
Mon-Sat:  10am  to  6pm 


: 


Prices  are  subject  change  without  notice! 


Systems  are  Internet  Ready  with  1 month  FREE  access.  3 years  labor  and  1 year  parts  warranty. 


586  PCI  SYSTEM 

5x86  • 133mhz  CPU 

PCI/ISA  MB  w/4x72  Pin  RAM  Slot 
Fast  I/O  4 EIDE  & lP/2x  16550 
SMB  RAM  (exp.  128MB) 

850  MB  Seagate  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
Panasonic  1 .44M  Floppy  Drive 
64  bit  PCI  1M  SVGA  Video  Card 
14"  NI/LR  .28  SVGA  Monitor 
104  Key  win95  Keyboard 
13”  Tower  Case  w/230w  PS 
3 Button  Mouse  & Pad 


$819! 


MULTIMEDIA  OPTIONS 

$155 

Panasonic  4x  CD-ROM  M icrophone 
16  Bit  PnP  Sound  Card  60W  Speakers 


6X  86  SUPER  DEAL 

Cyrix  6x86  PI  50+  $1738 

Cyrix  6x86  PI  66+  $1798 

Cyrix  6x86  P200+  $1988 

Triton  III  PCI  MB,  512K  Pipeline  Cache 
Fast  I/O,  4EIDE  & 1 P/2X 1 6550 
4x72  & lx  168  Pin  SDRAM,  USB 
32MB  EDO  RAM 
12x  CD  ROM  EIDE 
2.1GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
Panasonic  1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
3D  Mbit  2M  (exp.4M)  MPEG  Video 
15"  NI/LR/Digital/Flat  Monitor 
Zoltrix  33.6  Voice  Fax  Modem 
16bit  Stereo  PnP  Full  Duplex  Sound  Card 
Win95  Keyboard 
3B  Mouse  & Pad 
19"  Case  w/230w  PS 
60W  Speakers 


POWER  SYSTEMS 


Pentium  100/120/133 
Pentium  150/166/200 
Cyrix  6x86  PI  50+/P1 66+ 
AMD  K5-75/90 

• Triton  III  MB  256k  PBC  USB 

• Fast  I/O  4 EIDE  & 1 P/2x  16550 

• 16MB  EDO  RAM  (exp. to  128) 
•64bitlM  PCI  SVGA  Video  Card 

• 14"  Nl/LR  SVGA  Monitor 


$978/998/1095 
! 11 120/1 270/1 490 
! 1995/1 065 
$929/949 

• Panasonic  1.44M  FD 

• 1.28G  Hard  Drive 
•Win95  Keyboard 

• 13"  Case  w/230W 

• 3B  Mouse  & Pad 


MULTIMEDIA  SYSTEMS 


Pentium  100/120/133 
Pentium  150/166/200 
6x86  P150+/P166+ 

AMD  K5-75/90 

• 64bit  1M  MPEG  Video 

• 16bit  PnP  Sound  Card 

• 8x  CD  ROM  EIDE 

• 15"  NI/Flat/Digital  Monitor 


$1478/1498/1585 

111609/1759/1989 

111485/1555 

$1439/1459 

• 33.6  V.34  FaxModem 

• 60W  Stereo  Speakers 

• 1 .6  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 

• 1 5"  Tower  Case  230w  PS 


UPGRADE  OPTIONS 

8M-+16MEDO $39 

16M-+32M  EDO  .85 

256K-»512K  PL 20 

14"-»15"  Monitor 99 

15"-M7"  Monitor 299 

1.28G-M.6G  HD 30 

1.6G-»2.1GHD  40 

2.1G-+2.5GHD  40 

Video  RAM  1M-2M  18 

Win95  Full  Vers  CD 105 

MS  Office  Pro7.0(OEM)  . .285 

8x-M2xCDROM  30 

15  "->19”  Tower  Case 10 

3B  Mouse-*MS  Mouse  18 

Speakers  60w-»  1 30w 25 

Upgrade  your  348/486 
to  5 X 86-133MHz  for 
only  $138!!! 


We  sell  various  computer  and  internet  books  for  less  than  half  prices! 


PCI  VIDEO  CARDS 

Trident  9680  64bit  1M  MPEG  $49 

Cirrus  Logic  64  bit  1 M 38 

S3  Trio  64  V+64bit  1 M MPEG 54 

S3  3D  MPEG  2M  (Exp.to  4M)  98 

Diamond  Stealth  3D  2M 148 

ATI  Match64  1 M 79 

ATI  3D  MPEG2M  SDRAM 152 

ATI  3D +PC2TV  2M  SDRAM  187 

ATI  3D +PC2TV  4M  SDRAM  217 

ATI  TV  Tuner  Card 147 

Matrox  Millennium  2M  WRAM  . . . .259 

Matrox  Millennium  4M  WRAM  345 

Matrox  Mystique  2M  SGRAM  199 

Matrox  Mystique  4M  SGRAM  312 

Video  Card  EDO  RAM  1M  20 

MONITORS 

14*  Proview/PC  Partner  NI/LR  . . . .$249 

15'  Proview/PC  Partner  NI/LR 349 

15"  Megimage  NI/LR/Digital 359 

15"  Sceptre  NI/LR/Digital/PnP  . . . .369 
17'  Sceptre  speaker  & Microphone  .699 

1 17‘ Sceptre  NI/LR/Digital/PnP 675 

Samsung  15' GLE.28DP 465 

Samsung  15"  Gli  .26DP 495 

Samsung  17'  Gli  .28DP 849 

Samsung  17"  Glsi  .26DP 1019 

MAG  DX1795E  17'  .28DP  755 

MAG  DX1795  17’  .26DP  835 

MAG  DX700  17"  .25DP  950 

ViewSonic  15' GS  509 

ViewSonic  17' PT770  998 

ViewSonic  17' GT  770  925 

ViewSonic  17' GS  838 

ViewSonic  17' PS  969 


MOTHERBOARDS 


Pentium  Triton  III  PCI  MB $128 

4EIDE  IP/2  x 16550  256K  PL  Cache 
4x72/1  x168pin  SDRAM  USB  Port 

ASUS  T2P4  HX  256K  PL  195 

ASUSVX  256KPL 185 

586/486  PCI/VLB/ISA  MB  92 

Fast  I/O,  4EIDE,  1P/2x16550,  4x72pin 

PRINTERS 

Canon  BJC240  Color  Printer  $245 

Canon  BJC4100  Color  Printer  299 

Color  Cartridge  (BJC210) 25 

Brother  HL641  300DPI 6PPM  365 

Brother  HL730DX  600DPI  6PPM  . . .429 
Brother  HL760DX  1200DPI  6PPM  . .539 
Bro.HL1660  1200DPI 17PPM  ....1395 

IC-100  Scanner  400  dpi 109 

IC-150  Scanner  400  dpi  OCR 119 

CASES 

1 3'  Tower  Case  w/230wPS  $46 

1 5'  Tower  Case  w/230w  PS 56 

1 9'  Tower  Case  w/230w  PS 66 

25"  Tower  Case  w/230w  PS 95 

FAX/MODEMS 

Zotrix  33.6  Fax/Modem  $105 

Zotrix  33.6  Voice  Fax/Modem  119 

USR  33.6  Fax/Modem  Ext  239 

USR  33.6  Fax/Modem  Int 152 

USR  33.6  Voice  Fax/  Modem  Int  ...165 


We  do  not  accept  credit  cards 

LEASING  IS  AVAILABLE 


HARD  DRIVES 

850  MB  EIDE $205 

1.08GB  EIDE  235 

1.28GB  EIDE  249 

1.6GB  EIDE  274 

2.1GB  EIDE  314 

2.5GB  EIDE  355 

2.7GB  EIDE  389 

3.5  GB  EIDE 459 

WD  1.6GB  279 

WD  2.1GB  329 

WD  2.5GB  369 

WD  3.1  GB 405 

2.1G  SCSI  525 

2.1G  WIDE  SCSI  615 

2940  SCSI  Controller 249 

SOUND  CARD 

Acer  16bit  Stereo  PnP $42 

Sound  Blaster  16Bit  PnP 89 

Sound  Blaster  32  PnP 138 

Sound  Blaster  AWE  64  PnP 275 

60W  Speakers  : 29 

130W  Speakers 55 

CD-ROM 

4X  Panasonic $85 

8x  Sony/Panasonic/Hitachi  139 

12x  Panasonic/Tokaya 169 

Keyboard/Mouse/Misc. 

Misumi  Win95  Keyboard $20 

3B  Mouse  8 

Panasonic  1 .4  Floppy  Drive 30 

PCI  32Bit  PnP  Ethernet  Card 47 

8 Port  Ethernet  10BASE-T  Hub  ....129 
1 6 Port  Ethernet  1 0BASE-T  Hub  ...169 
Switch  Box  for  2 Printers 25 


MEMORY 


30pin  1 M/4  M $8.50/26 

72pin  4M/ED0  27/27 

72pin  8M/ED0  39/39 

72pin  16M/EDO  84/84 

72pin  32M/EDO  169/169 

256K  Pipeline  Cache  20 

51 2K  pipeline  Cache  40 

CPU 

Cyrix  5x86 -100MHz $59 

AMD  5x86 - 133MHz 62 

Intel  PI  00/1 20/1 33  139/159/265 

Intel  PI  50/1 66/200  295/458/655 

Cyrix/IBM  PI  50+ 149 

Cyrix/IBM  P166+ 209 

AMD  K5-75/90  MHz 65/79 

Please  Call  to  check  daily  prices 

TAPE/ZIP  DRIVE 

ZIP  100M  PARALLEL  . . ,$246(-UA$50) 

ZIP  100M  SCSI 254(-UA$50) 

Zip  disk  100  MB 17.8 

Ditto  800M  int/ext 154/189 

Ditto  2G  Traven  int/ext 199/259 


NOTEBOOK  (3  yr  warranty) 

SCEPTRE  S3900  Multimedia  . . .$1950 

PI  00-TCP/1 6Mb/1  G/1 1 ,3’DSTN/SOUND 
SCEPTRE  S3900  Multimedia  . . . .2288 
PI  33-TCP/1 6Mb/1  G/1 1 .3'DSTN/S0UND 
SCEPTRE  S4000  Multimedia  . . . .3877 
P133-TCP/16Mb/1G/12.17FT/S0UND 
SCEPTRE  S4000  Mutlimedia  . . . .4099 
PI  33-TCP/1 6Mb/1  G/1 2. 1 TFT/S0UND/6XCD 

SCEPTRE  S4000  Multimedia  4199 

PI  50-TCP/1 6Mb/1  G/1 2.1  TFT/S0UND/6XCD 


ADDAX®  Computer  is  USA  based  computer  wholesaler  which  has  been  successfully  serving  our  customers  since  1989.  We  sell  parts  and  systems  at  wholesale  prices. 


ELITECH 


WE  OFFER  BEST  SERVICE, 
BEST  PRICE,  BEST  QUALITY! 


5x86-100  SYSTEM 

PENTIUM  120  SYSTEM 

PENTIUM  133  SYSTEM 

AMD  5x86-100  CPU 

Intel  Pentium  P-120  CPU 

Intel  Pentium  P-133  CPU 

PCI/ISA  Mother  Board 

PCI/ISA  Mother  Board 

PCI/ISA  Mother  Board 

Built-in  EIDE  Ctrl 

Built-in  EIDE  Ctrl 

Built-in  EIDE  Ctrl 

256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

256k  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

256k  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

8MB  RAM 

8MB  EDO  RAM 

16MB  EDO  RAM 

PCI  64bit  Video  Card 

PCI  64bit  Video  Card 

PCI  64bit  Video  Card 

13GB  Hard  Drive 

1.3GB  Hard  Drive 

1.3GB  Hard  Drive 

1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

Mini-tower  Case  w/230W  PS 

Mini-tower  Case  w/230W  PS 

15"  Mid-tower  Case,  230W  PS 

104  Win’95  Keyboard 

104  Win'95  Keyboard 

104  Win'95  Keyboard 

2 or  3 Button  Mouse 

2 or  3 Button  Mouse 

2 or  3 Button  Mouse 

($609)  „r,^ 

($765y  or  lease 

S20/mon 

$25/mon 

$3 1/mon 

Cyrix  120+  $725 

Cyrix  150+  $794 

> t“  j.  - £ - 


Motherboard 

Pentium  Motherboard  PCI/ISA SI 29 

Gigabyte  PCl/ISA  VX  512k $178 

Gigabyte  PCl/ISA  HX  512k $193 

Asus  Trton  11  VX  256k $193 

Asus  T2P4N  HX  256k $202 

Intel  Chipset  Pentium  Pro- $295 

486  PCl/ISA  Motherboard $109 

CPU  with  Motherboard 

Pentium  120 $299 

Pentium  133/150 S4I8/S499 

Pentium  166/200 S640/S859 

Pentium  PRO  180/200 $949/$  1499 

AMD  5k86  75/100 $!99/$245 

Cyrix  6x86  I20+/150+ S259/S289 

Cyrix  6x86  166+ $367 


AMD  5x86  100/133 

Hard  Drive 

WD  1 7G/2.1G  EIDE  

WD  2 5G/3  1G  EIDF  - — - 

-$  169/S  199 

— $295/$339 

ltRS/1499 

Quantum  1 7G/2.1GEIDE 

oon/vuQ 

Seacate  I 3G/1  7G  FIDE 

1717/17Q7 

Seagate  2 1G/2  5G  FIDE 

wiVCI^UW  dm  . 1 VJ  / 4.  . «.FVJ  L.1  L/l-  **  •* 

Fuiitu  1 3G/1  7G  FIDF 

1717/1707 

■ uji  hi  i . y VJ • I . # VJ  I-«  1 L/ 1.  ■■■• 

Fuiitu  2 1G/2  5G  FIDF 

1x77/1211 

Memory' 

30p  IMB/4MB  - 

ci  1/1x7 

72p  4MB/8MB  EDO 

•^11/  JjZ 

171/147 

72n  16MB/3*>MR  EDO 

CQ7/I1  87 

DIMM  8MB/16MR 

— J7Z/JIO/ 

170/1 IHB 

DIMM  32MB/64MR 

) /U/^  I Uo 

256K/512  PiDeline  Cache- 

jZZd./  J J JU 

120/141 

SOJ  Video  RAM  IM 

$18 

Monitor 

SVGA  Monitor  14*715*71 7"  — $260/355/645 

Proview  14715" $265/359 

Daytek  14715717" $279/359/699 

SCEPTRE  14715717" $299/385/735 

MAG  DX  15"  .28  / .25  S485/S5 1 5 

MAG  DX  17"  .28  / .26  / .25  -$769/$859/$999 

NEC  15"  C500/XV+ S545/S635 

ViewSonic  15"  15GS $550 

ViewSonic  17"  17GS/I7PS $880/$999 

Optiquest  V775  1 7"  0 26— $859 

Sony  15"  SX/SFII $550/$635 

Sony  17  " SX/SF $969/$  1 169 

Printer 

Canon  BJC240/4100 $249/$299 

Canon  LPB-460  Laser $365 

HP  Deskjet  680C/820C S398/S505 

HP  Deskjet  870C $650 

HP  5L/5P  Laser  600dpi $629/$950 

Epson  Sty  lus  500/Pro  Color S380/S525 

Brother  HL730/760  Laser $430/$540 

HP  4P/4C  Color  Scanner $669$  1 169 

Microtek  E3  Color  Scanner $485 

JAZ/ Zip /CD  Writer 


JAZ  1G  SCSI  int/ext 

— $5 1 5/$625 

ZIP  100M  int/ext 

$255 

Yamaha  2x/4xCDWriter  ext 

$965 

Yamaha  4x/4xCDWriter  int/ext— 

— $999/1195 

Elthernet  Adapter 

16bit  ISA  lOBase  2/T  - 

$39 

32bit  PCI  lOBase  2/T 

$57 

8 /16Port  HUB $125/255 

PCMCIA  Eithemet  Adaptcr/Comb $155 


EENT1UM  166  SYSTEM 

Lntel  Pentium  P-166  CPU 
PCI/ISA  Mother  Board 
Built-in  EIDE  Ctrl 
256k  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
PCI  64bit  Video  Card 
16MB  EDO  RAM 
1.7GB  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
15"  Mid-tower  Case , 230W  PS 
104  Win *95  Keyboard 
2 or  3 Button  Mouse 

SI  172/  or  lease 

$39/mon 

Cyrix  166+  $899 


Modem 

33.6  Fax/Data/Voicc  int $105 

Supra  33.6  w/Voice  int $140 

USR  33  6 Voice  / Full  Duplex  int — $165/$189 
USR  33.6  Voice,Full  Duplex  ext $283 

CD  ROM 

8xCDROM  Hitachi/ Panasonic S135/S139 

12x  CDROM $185 

Sound  Card  / Speaker 

Stereo  Sound  Card $45 

Sound  Blaster  16  PnP/IDE $89/$99 

Sound  Blaster  16  3D $ 1 1 5 

Sound  Blaster  32  PnP/AWE  retail — $149/$290 

Sound  Blaster  64  AWE  retail $305 

Speaker  7W/60W/I20W $!5/$24/$42 

Video  Card 

Trident  9680  PCI.1M/2M  w/sfMPEG  - $49/$66 

S3  Trio  64bit  PC  1,1  M/2  M $49/$69 

S3  3D  Virge  2M/4M  w/Games $99/$  139 

ATI  Mach  64D.1M/2M  w/MPEG $79/$99 

ATI  3D  + 2M/4M  wMPEG $163/$  199 

ATI  3D  + 2M/4M  wMPEG,  PC2TV— $183/219 
ATI  3D  Pro  Turbo  4M/8M.  PC2TV  - $279/5395 

Diamond  Stl  64DJM/2M $95/$  1 15 

Matrox  Millenia  2M/4M  WRAM $249/$359 

Matrox  Mystique  3D  2M/4M $229/5319 

Others 

PCI  Digital  Camera,  Full  Src,  Full  Color — $295 

TV  Tuner  / w Video  Cap $159/5285 

ComputerEyes,  PCI,  Video  Cap. $475 

Joypad  / Joystick $ 1 8/$25 

Microphone $12 

Earphone  w/Microphone $20 


Limited  quantity  Prices  are  cash  discounted  and  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Call  for  the  current  prices. 

201-403  North  Rd,  Coquitlam,  B.C.  (Lougheed  Hwy  & North  Rd) 
TEL(604)93 1 -5809  FAX:(604)93 1-5891  Mon.-Fri.  10:00-6:00  Sat.  Sun.  11:00-5:00 


MULTIMEDIA  SYSTEM 


Intel  Pentium  P-133  CPU 
PCl/ISA  Mother  Board 
Built-in  EIDE  Ctrl,256k  pp  Cache 
16MB  EDO  RAM 
PCI  64bit  Video  Card 
13GB  Hard  Drive 
1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
14"  Monitor 

15"  Mid-tower  Case,  230W  PS 
104  Win'95  Keyboard,  Mouse 
8orl0x  CD  ROM,  33.6  Fax/modem 
16Bit  Sound  Card,  60W  Speakers 

$ 1492  J or  lease 

$49/mon 

Cvrix  150+  $1363 


Software 

w/system  only: 

Windows'95  Full  Ver. - 

-$120  ! 

MS-Office  Pro  7 0 

--$335 

Corel  Word  Perfect  Suite  7 0 — 

$85 

Keyboard  Mouse 

Win‘95  104  Keyboard 

$20 

Fujitu  8725/4725  - 

-$29/59 

Logitech  Mouse  2B/3B 

-$20/35 

Microsoft  Mouse - 

$35 

Case 

13715"  w/230W  PS 

■ $48/$58 

19"  /24”  w/230\V  PS $68/$  1 04 

Desktop  Case 

$59 

RW  m BMRfifJT 
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GfllfllflG  HARDWARE: 


Controlling  the  mnyhem 


• • By  MYLES  WHITE  • • 

You’re  firmly  strapped  into  your  heavily 
armoured  Mech.  Bad  guys  with  evil  intent 
are  everywhere,  trying  to  turn  you  into 
digital  roadkill.  Your  hands  have  to  be  in 
three  places  at  once  and  the  $10  joystick 
you  bought  at  a yard  sale  isn’t  up  to  the 
task.  What’re  ya  gonna  do,  Binky? 


If  you’re  becoming  a serious  gamer, 
you’ll  hike  down  to  your  local  computer 
store  for  some  serious  shopping.  The  first 
thing  you’ll  discover  is  that  joysticks  have 
changed— a lot— since  the  last  time  you 
paid  attention.  The  simple  two-button 
stick  with  flimsy  moveable  grip  doesn’t 
cut  it  any  more,  gaming  controllers  cost 
more  than  ten  bucks,  and  to  round  out  the 
surprise  tour,  you’ll  find  that  “joystick"  has 
almost  become  a retired  term. 

Today’s  market  is  filled  with  flight- 
sticks  and  gamepads,  not  to  mention 
more  esoteric  specialty  devices  for 
flying  simulations,  driving  simula- 
tions, and  pinball  simulations. 


Models  are  distinctly  military  in 
flavour — named  after  combat  jets  and 
helicopters  (F-l6,  Cobra),  missiles  and 
other  weapons  (Sidewinder,  Mortar),  or 
just  plain  intent  (Assassin).That  should  get 
you  in  the  right  mood  to  consider  the 
prices  for  today’s  nationally- advertised 
brand-name  game  hardware,  from  around 
Cdn$50  for  the  Microsoft  SideWinder 
Gamepad  to  around  US$179  for  the 
ThrustMaster  F-22  Pro  or  US$500  for  its  F- 
16  FLCS  Limited  Edition. 

continued  on  pane  30. 


how  fast  can  you  see  who  owes  you  how 
* much,  and  how  long  they've  owed  it? 

Faster  than  you  can  read  this  paragraph.  QuickBooks™  for  Canada  is  the 
breakthrough  software  designed  to  help  you  manage  your  small  business. 

It's  accounting  software  made  easy.  Just  fill  in  a screen  like  the  custom 
invoice  you  want  to  print  and  send,  and  the  receivable  is  tracked  until  it's 
paid.  Click  on  the  accounts  receivable  graph  and  voiU  - instant  insight  into 
your  business. 


* did  you  really  make  any  money  on  that  job? 

That's  only  one  of  the  things  you'll  know  with  QuickBooks  Pro,  an  entirely 
new  kind  of  software  that  perfectly  integrates  time  tracking,  estimating,  job 
costing  and  payroll  with  the  legendary  case-of-use  of  QuickBtx>ks. 

With  QuickBooks  Pro,  it's  easy  to  know  how  much  money  you're  making  on 
every  job.  With  the  dick  of  a button  you  can  see  revenues  and  expenses, 
induding  labour  and  materials.  Choose  from  11  handy  job  costing  reports 
(there  are  more  than  90  reports  in  all)  that  keep  you  up-to-date  on  your  business. 


QuickBooks  for  Canada 

The  fastest,  easiest  way 
to  manage  your  business. 

Guaranteed. 


QuickBooks  is  available  at  these  and  other  retail  stores 

Future  Shop  Staples  Office  Depot  Computer  City  COMPUCENTRE 

Business  Depot  London  Drugs  Office  Place  Electronics  Boutique  Compusmart 

From  the  makers  of  Quicken™ 

Call  now  to  order:  1-800-260-6572  ext.  2310 

f and  (JUKire  Mr  rrjgrtfnrd  trademarks  .4  Inturi  Inc  Al  other  trademarks  Mr  thr  pn^xrtv  c4  tfmr  mprrtiw  t*»nrrs  C tnhal  Inc 
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Games 


Gaming  hardware:  Controlling ... 

continued  from  page  29 

Making  choices 

If  you’re  anything  like  some  of  the  seri- 
ous PC  gamers  I know,  you  don’t  stick  to 
one  game;  you  gobble  ‘cm  up  like  candy 
and  switch  among  several— so  one  of  your 
prime  concerns  will  be  compatibility. 
Although  the  PC’s  15-pin  game  port 
hasn’t  undergone  many  changes 
since  the  first  IBM  PC,  operating 
systems  and  game  sophistication 
have. 

Off  the  top,  you’ll  find  products  from 
ThrustMaster  and  Canadian-based 
Advanced  Gravis  have  the  widest  range  of 
support  in  both  Windows  and  DOS.  For 
example,  only  drivers  for  their  products  are 
included  in  Windows  95  along  with  a 
generic  “joystick"  driver  (not  even 
Microsoft’s  Sidewinders  are  explicitly  sup- 
ported in  the  August  1995  commercial 
version). 

If  you’re  interested  in  digital  joy- 
sticks (as  opposed  to  analog  types 
using  potentiometers),  then 
your  choices  are  narrowed 
to  two  contenders  for 
now;  Microsoft's  Side- 
Winder  3D  Pro  and 
Logitech’s  Wingman 
Warrior. 

Universal  Serial  Bus 
(USB)  isn’t  in  wide  use 
yet,  but  it  will  begin  to  be 
part  of  new  PCs  shipping  this 


year.  Look  for  compatible  products  from 
Advanced  Gravis,  Logitech,  and  Microsoft 
to  hit  shelves  first. 

Programmability  is  a hot  issue  with  game 
controllers.  It’s  offered  by  a variety  of  com- 
panies, particularly  those  with  gamepads  in 
their  lineups.  Software  such  as  Microsoft’s 
Came  Profiler  allow  you  to  program  vari- 
ous buttons  to  take  on  certain  key- 
board tasks  (including  running 
macros  to  allow  you  to  enter 
“cheat  codes"  quickly).  You’ll 
need  to  be  running  Win95  to 
take  advantage  of  most  of 
these. 

Out  from  the  crowd 

Everybody’s  gotta  have  a 
gimmick  and  the 
game  controller 
market  is  no 
excep- 
tion. 


The  Logitech  Wingman 


Does  Your  Office  have 
a Recycling  Program? 


Conserve  our  environment  and 
save  SSS  at  the  same  time 


Use  Recharged  Toner  Cartridges 


Alouette  Laser  provides  remanufactured  and  refilled 
toner  cartridges  to  laser  printer  users  with  savings  up  to  60% 


1 00%  Money  Back  Guarantee 


• We  also  carry  other  toners,  developers  & drum  units. 

Cartridges  are  tested  and  completely  disassembled  when  recharged. 

We  also  recharge  cartridges  for 

Photocopiers  • Canon  Personal  Copier  Laser  Printers  • HP  Laser  Jet  I,  II,  IIP,  III, 

• Sharp  Z-series  Copier  HIP,  HID,  lllsi,  IV  • Apple 

• Panasonic  FP820  • Canon  • Brother  • IBM 

Laser  Fax  Machines  * QMS  * NEC  * and  more! 

Onsite  Cleaning  Service  — Rebuilt  Fuser  Assemblies 

FREE  PICK-UP  AND  DEUVERY  IN  GREATER  VANCOUVER 


k LASER  PRODUCTS  INC. 

114-3070  Norland  Ave.  Burnaby,  B.C. 


Call  Today 

291-8442 

Fax:  291-8435 


Some  of  the  neat  tricks  that  stood  out  in  my 

survey  included: 

• The  ability  to  gang  pads  together  to 
allow  multiple  players  at  the  same  con- 
sole (Microsoft  Sidewinder  Gamepad, 
Gravis  GRiP  system,  ThrustMaster 
Phazer). 

• A knob  that  allows  you  to  whirl  in  a 
360  degree  circle  as  fast  as  you  can 
twirl  it  with  your  left  hand  while  con- 
tinuing to  fire  with  your  right — espe- 
cially good  if  nasties  with  sharp  pointy 
teeth  or  big  guns  are  coming  up  on 
your  right,  left,  and  rear  (Logitech 
Wingman  Warrior). 

• Eight-way  “hat"  switches  (as  opposed 
to  the  more  limited  4-way  switches 
that  were  popular  last  week)  allowing 
you  to  look  in  many  directions  quick- 
ly—the  alternative  to  the  Warrior’s 
SpinControl  (Microsoft  Sidewinder  3D 
Pro,  Gravis  Firebird  2,  Mouse  Systems 
Cobra). 

• A special  button  that  allows  you  to 
instantly  flip  180  degrees  to  save  you  if 
you  hit  the  wrong  switch  (Wingman 
Warrior). 

• Suction  cups  to  hold  the  joystick 
down  (Cobra)— most  others  merely 
weight  the  base. 

• A detachable  joystick  handle  to  allow 
you  to  use  a gamepad  as  a pad  or  stick 
(Gravis  GamePad  Pro).  ♦ 


info 


Advanced  Gravis.  Wide  range  of  gamepads  and 
joysticks.  Contact:  140*257  0061  or  (604)  431 
5020;  http  ://www.gravis.com/ 

CM  Products.  Wide  range  of  flight  simulator  prod- 
ucts for  PC  and  Mac.  Contact:  1400-624-5804  or 
(619)  598  2518;  http://www.chproducts.com/ 
First  Person  Gaming.  Assassin  3-D  adds  on  to  your 
joystick,  controls  turns  and  glances  up  and  down, 
but  leaves  firing  and  forward  and  back  move- 
ment to  your  joystick.  Contact:  1 888-374-2646; 
http://www.fpgaming.com/ 

Kye  International  (Genius),  lower  priced  range  of 
joysticks  and  gamepads  with  endearing  names 
such  as  Beagle,  Condor,  and  Mortar.  Contact:  1 
800-456-7593  or  (909)  923  3510; 

http://www.genhis  kye.com/ 

Logitech.  Wingman,  Wingman  Extreme,  and 
Wingman  Warrior.  Contact:  1 80*231  7717  or 
(510)  7954500;  http://www.logitech.com/ 
Microsoft  Canada.  Sidewinder,  Sidewinder  3D 
Pro,  Sidewinder  GamePad.  Contact:  140*563 
9048  (info);  140*933-4750  (sales);  (905)  56* 
0434,  http  :// www. microsoft.com/canada/ 

Mouse  Systems.  Cobra  joystick.  Contact:  (510) 
656-1117;  http://www.mousesystems.com/ 
ThrustMaster.  Extensive  line  of  heavy-duty  (and 
heavy-priced)  game  controllers  Including  special- 
ized units  for  flying,  driving,  pinball,  and  just  gen- 
erally shooting  the  hei  out  of  everything.  Contact 
(503)  615-3200.  http://www.thnistmaster.com/ 


NEW  RELEASES  DAILY! 

PC  CD-ROM  • PlayStation  • Nintendo  _ 

Out  of  this  world  prices  on  q^er  500  used  titles! 

120  East  3rd  Street 
North  Vancouver 
Earth 

(604)  987-DISC  (3472) 


with  any  purchase! 


'wink*  supplier  !:tv 


Accessories 
Joysticks 
Steering  wheels 
VR  headgear 
Hardware 
Complete 
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ATIC 

#45  East  Broadway 
Vancouver,  B.C.  V5T  1V4 
Tel:  (604)  875-8859  Fax:  (604)  875-8611 
Tech:  (604)  879-6800  http://WWW.ATIC.CA 
Mon.-Sat.:  9:30am  • 6:00pm 
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Intel  Pentium  120mhz  $970 

Intel  Pentium  CPU  A/* 

Intel  Triton2  VX,  2S6K  PBC 
EIDE,  2x16550,  Parallel 
8M  EDO  72pin  60ns  X|%^  _ 

1.44  floppy  drive  H 

1.26GB  hard  drive  mode  4 
1M  64bit  PCI  SVGA  (2M  +$20) 

14”  SVGA  1024x768  .28  NI.  LR. 

13”  tower  case  w/  CSA  power 
104  Win'95  enhanced  KB 
3 button  mouse  with  pad 

P5-100/120/133  $950/970/1040 
P5-150/106/200  $1090/1240/1460 
N5-1tl/133  $930/969 

6XB6P150+/166+  $969/1130 

w/  16M/32M  EDO...+S40/110  60W....+S20 

W/1.6C/2.IG +$30/70  180W..+S55 

w/  WD  I.6/2.1/2.5/3.2 +$30/85/150/165 

w/Monitor!5/NEC15/17 — +$100/270/390 

w/8x/12i  CD-ROM +$135/165 

w/  16bit  sound/  SB16Pnl'.......... — +$35/82  | 

w/  33.6  Voitt  / CSRvoic^^-  +$105/160 

RAM  / CPU 

4 M/E  DO  72pin $22/22 

8M/EDO  72pin $42/40 

16M/EDO  72pin $85/80 

32M/F.DO  72pin $160/150 

64  M/E  DO  72pin $480/480 

1M/4M  30pin $9/28 

Parity  4M/8M  72pin $35/50 

Parity  16M/32M  72pin $105/205 

DIMM  8M/16M  168pin $60/90 

DIMM  32M/64M  l68pin....$200/440 
SO  DIMM  8M/I6M $85/145 

INTEL  MMX  166/200 $580/800 

AMD  K5-75/100/133 $58/100/150 

Intel  P5-100/120/133 $135/160/230 

Intel  P5- 1 50/166/200 $280/435/650 

Intel  P6-200  256k/5l2k $870/1750 

6x86P150+/166+ $150/195 

PRINTER 

Panasonic24p/OKI  320T....S240/360 

Canon  BJC240/4100 $245/300 

Canon  BJC4550 $560 

HP  400C/690C $260/395 

HP  820Cxi/870Cxi $510/640 

Epson  Color  500/Pro $410/570 

Panasonic  KXP6100  laser. $390 

Brother  HL730dx/1260....$480/1090 

HP  5L  600dpi $530 

HP  6P/6MP.  2M,8ppm $960/1260 

HP  5/  5N/  5M $1680/2100/2460 

HP  4 V/5si/5siMx...$2580/3650/5 1 30 

HP  4P  scaner. $640 

HP  4C  scaner. $1115 

Microtek  E3/3 $470/1390 

Logitech  pagescaner. $400 


Intel  Pentium  166mhz  $1650 

Intel  Pentium  (P5)  CPU 
Intel  Marl  w/Triton2  HX,  256K  PBC 
EIDE,  2x16550,  Parallel  f . 

16M  EDO  72pin  60ns  $1? 

1.44  floppy  drive  ® 

1.6GB  hard  drive  mode  4 
ATI  M64  PCI  2M  DRAM  w/MPEG 
15”  1280x1024  .28  LR  NI  digital 
17”  ATX  tower  case  w / CSA  power 
104  Win'95  enhanced  KB 
Logitec  mouse  with  pad 

P5-100/120/133  $1260/1280/1370 
P5-150/166/200  $1400/1650/1870 

Dual  Intel  P5-200  CPUs.  $2990 

W/32MEDO...+S88  w/2.1G — +$50 

w / WD1.6/2.1/2.5/3.2 +$20/60/100/130 

w / 17"  mon  it  or/NEC  15"... +$300/170 

w/8x/12x  CD-ROM +$135/165 

w / 16bit  sound/  SB16pnp +$35/80 

w/SB32PnP  /SB64AWE +$150/250 

w / 33.6  Voice  / HSR  voice. — +$105/1 60 

MOTHERBOARDS / FD 

Triton2  VX  256k  PBC/D1MM....$I  10  *• 

T2  I IX  256k  MMX  m/b $155 

GA586VX  512k  I’BC  DIMM $175 

GA586IIX  512k  PBC $195 

Asus  VX  256k  PBC/DIMM $190 

Asus  T2  HX  256k  PBC $200 

Asus  T2  ATX  256k  PBC $210 

Tvan  S1470/dimm.  256k $230 

TyanTomcat  III/  Dual  P5/512 $340 

Intel  Marl  T2  ATX  256k $168 

Intel  Tucson  T2  ATX  sl6,256k..$250 
Intel  440FX  VSP6/PRP6....$320/750 

Dual  P6  Supro  Natoma $550 

Dual  P6  Ty  an  Natoma $6 1 5 

CPU  fan  486/P5/P6 $7/8/16 

256k/512k  PBC $20/38 

FD  1.44 $30 

14"/1 5"/17" $260/320/620 

Acer  15717"  digital $365/710 

MAG  DX  15T/1795e $460/830 

NEC  C500/M500 $530/630 

NEC  XV 1 7+/M700 $1090/1040 

NEC  P750  17"  1600 $1360 

Sony  100SX/SF  15" $530/610 

Sony  200SX/SF  17" $920/1090 

ViewSonic  1 7PS/GS $960/830 

NEC  P 1 1 50/Sony20 $2680/2 1 00 

PCI  64b  1M/2M $40/58 

PCI  64  w/MPEG  1/2M $50/70 

ATI  64  1M/2M  DRAM $65/85 

ATI  Xp  3D/Diamond  3D  2M..S155 

ATI  3D  Rage2  PC2TV  2M $165 

ATI  3D  ProTurbo  4M $260 

Millenum  2M/4M  1600...$240/340 
Misteque3D  2/4M  1280...$  1 90/230 
SOJ  RAM  for  Video  1M $15 


Rock  Computer  Ltd. 

896  West  6th  Ave. 

Vancouver,  B.C.  V5Z  1A6 
Tel:  (604)  879-8642  Fax:  (604)  879-8640 
Mon.-Sat.:  10:00am  - 6:00pm 
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Intel  Pentium  Pro  180mhz  $1820 

Intel  Pentium  Pro  (P6)  CPU/256k 
Intel  Venus  w/Natoma  440FX 
EIDE,  2x16550,  Parallel  ATk  m 
32M  EDO  72 pin  60ns  n Oty,/ 

1.44  floppy  drive  ^ 

2.5GB  hard  drive  mode  4 Quantum 
ATI  M64  PCI  2M  DRAM  w/MPEG 
17”  ATX  tower  case  w/  CSA  power 
104  Win'95  enhanced  KB 
Logitec  mouseman/MS  v.2  with  pad 

tf re  PS-200  system $2050 

D0AI  PS  /One  200mlu  CPI—  $2300 
DIAL  PS  /Twe  200mhz  CPI-S3150 

w / Adaptec  2940/UW +S250/S330 

W/WD2.5/3.2G  eide +$40/70 

w/  2G  scsi  /4G  Wscsi +$180/930 

w / MCA  Millenum  2/4M — +$140/240 

I MS-HOME  CD  Pack  (w/cd^vstem  only):  $80.00 

MS-Encartall,  MS-Monn.  MS- Works.  Golf 

I %■  »* 

| Windows'95  full  ver.  on  cd  (w/system  only):$120.0 
Discovery  8i/SB32pnp/12  titles/Speakers..:  S340.0 

Hard  Drives  / Controllers 

1 .20/ 1 .7G/2. 1 G $250/275/3 1 0 

WD  1 .28/ 1 .6/2. 1 G $275/295/305 

WD  2.5G/3.IG $365/395 

Quantum  1.2/1.7/2.1 $255/290/310 

Quantum  2.5/3. 1G $340/395 

Seagate  1.2/1. 7/2.1 $258/290/320 

Seagate  2.5G $350 

Quantum  2.1  scsi/W/UW...$480/610/730 
Quantum  4.3G  Wscsi/UW....$l 260/1 300 

Seagate  4G  UW  scsi $1490 

Seagate  9G  wide  scsi $2690 

ISA  16bit  super  I/O  2x16550 $35 

VESA  32bit  2x16550 $35 

Adaptec  1520/1522  scsi $85/95 

Adaptec  2940/2940ultra. $240/250 

Adaptec  2940W/2940UW. $295/320 

scsi  /wide  scsi  cable $1 5/35 


1 CD-ROM  / Sound  Card 

8x  Acer/Panasonic 

$140 

12x  EIDE  CD  ROM 

$165 

NEC  8x  SCSI  int.  SCSI 

$320  | 

16bit  sound  card/SB  16pnp.... 

...$35/78  • 

SoundBlaster  32  Pnp 

$135  i 

SB64  Awe  Pnp  retail  box 

$260  j 

60W/80W/230W  Speaker.... $20/25/60  j 

FaxModem 

33.6FaxVoiceMod/  USR 

$105/160  j 

1 33.6Voice  retail  int/ext. USR. .$2 10/245 

1 Supra  33.6  VoiceFaxModem 

$140  : 

Mouse  / Case  /Keyboard 

I Mouse/logitech  2B 

$8/20  ' 

1 Logitech  3B/MS  v.3 

$32/40  j 

1 13715719"  w/power 

$48/53/65 

| ATX  177  Full  tower. 

$105/110 

1 104KB/Fujitsu8725/4725... .$20/30/60 

I Microsoft  Nature  Kbd 

$85 

m SPECIAL 

QuantumFB  2.5/3.2GB $335/395 

QuantumFB  1.28/2. 1 (> $255/310 

SB16Pnp/AWE64Pnp..onlvS78/260 

ZipDrive  (US$50  rebate) $248 

Zip  disk/Jaz  disk $18/125 

USR33.6  voice/SpeakerPone...$155 

33.6VoiceFaxModem $105 

Flate  15"  1280x1024  digital....$320 
Brother  Laser  600dpi  730DX..$470 
WD  2.1G/3.1G $300/395 

WWW.ATIC.CA 

e are  the  First: 

in  Vancouver  to  sell: 

. Intel  PS-1 20,1 33,1 50,200  systems 
.EDO  and  PBC 
. Endeavor  Serials 
. Aurora  and  Venus 
. Intel  P6  180/200  CPUs 
. Intel  Dual  PS/P6  systems 
. Intel  MMX  200mhz  CPfJ  , . 

We  pioneered  in  the  post  We  anticipated  the  present 

And ; you  can  be  sure  we're  working  on  the  future. 

Tape  / Zip  Drive 

IIP  Colorado T1000/E $160/200 

IIP  T2000/E $230/290 

■ ZIP  I00M  scsi  int/ext $250(us$50) 

ZIP  100M  Parallel $248(us$50) 

Jaz  1G  scsi  int/ext $500/610 

Ditto  800M  int/ext $155/180 

Ditto  2GB  Traven  int/ext $200/250 

DC2I20/2120XL $18/25 

Traven  TR1/TR3  tape $36/70 

Zip  disk  I00M $18 

Jaz  disk  1G $125 

CD  Writer 

HP  SureStore  6020 $940 

Creative  4x/2x  w/ctrl/sft $600 

Yamaha  100  4x/4x  in/ex — $1050/1 130 
Sony  CD  Writer  CSP940  w/ctrl...$890 
TDK/SONY  writable  cd-disk $ 1 0 

NETWORKS 

16bit  ISA  Combo  Ethernet $35 

32bit  PCI  Combo  Ethernet $60 

Intel  ISA  Ethernet  Pro  10+ $99 

Intel  ISA  Ether  Pro  10+  Combo $140 

Intel  PCI  Ethernet  Pro  100 $140 

3Com  Etherlink  16  comb/10B..$  140/1 20 

3Com  Ether  PCI  509B  (10B) $150 

3Com  Ether  PCI  590  (Combo) $190 

BNC/Terminator/T $5 

Coax  Cable  10ft/20ft/50ft $15/20/35 

Netware  5/10  users $960/1700 

NT  4.0  Server  5 /10  user $950/1100 

NT  4.0  Workstation $290 


Wc  provide  Dealer  Price  Prolection 

(all  Pnces  listed  are  cash  discounted  and  the 
prices  and  specifications  are  subject  to 
change  without  notice ) 


Hardware 


Great  colour  printing,  perplexing  marketing 


i 


The  relentless  pursuit  of  happiness  (as  in  photo  realistic  colour  reproduction  on  inkjet  printers)  took  yet 
another  upturn  when  Hewlett-Packard  introduced  the  newest  family  member  in  its  "family"  printers,  the  690C, 
featuring  HP's  new  proprietory  "photo-resolution  enhancement  technology." 


BRAND  NEW  SAMPLE  & USED  PARTS  DEAD  & DAMAGED  UPGRADES 


OUTl 


CE  COMPUTER  OUTLET 

118-4800,  No.3  Road,  Richmond,  B.C.  Canada  V6X  3A6 
Tel:  (6 04)  278-2633  Fax:  (604)  278-2661 


ATTN:  Students,  Electronic  hobbyists  & Smart  buyers . 


Build  your  own  system  or 

upgrade  your  system  from  286  tO  386  tO  486. 

We  have  a huge  selection  of  new  items  in-stock. 


VIE  TAKE  TRADE-INS  TOO!! 


STORE  HOURS 


Monday-Friday 
11:00am  - 7:00pm 
Saturday 

11:00  am  - 6:00pm 
Sunday  & Holidays 
closed 


NEW  AND  USED  COMPUTER  PARTS  & COMPONENTS. 
WE  ALSO  PROVIDE  SERVICE,  MAINTENANCE, 

REPAIR  AND  UPGRADE  OF  COMPUTER  SYSTEMS. 

WE  PROVIDE  SERVICE  FOR  CHANGING  POWER 
SUPPLY  COOLING  FAN  AND  MONITOR  REPAIR  TOO  ! 
FREE  ESTIMATES  BEFORE  ANY  WORK  REQUEST. 


INTEL  PENTIUM  SYSTEMS 


P -100  $1070  P -150  $1260 
P -120  $1095  P -166  $1485 
P-133  $1230  P-200  $1660 

* Intel  Triton  Chipset  Motherboard 
W/256K  PIPE  LINE  Burst  RAM 

* 16MB  EDO  RAM  (72  Pin) 

* 1 .28  GB  Enhanced  IDE  HDD 
‘1.44MB  (3  1/2*)  Floppy 

* PCI  1MB  Video  Card  (exp.  2MB) 

* EIDE  with  2X  16550,  1 Para  Port 

* 14"  N/l  UR  SVGA  ,28dp,  Monitor 

* 13"  Mini  Tower  Case 

* 104  Keyboard 

* Mouse  & Pad 


UPGRADES 


Multimedia  8X  CD  ROM 

- Sound  Blaster  16  Plug  & Play 

- Speakers  (Amp  & power)  + $270 
Modem/  Fax 

- 33.6  S/R  Voice  +$140 

Memory 

- 32M  EDO  RAM  (72  pin)  +$100 
Hard  Drive 

-1.6GB  (Mode  4)  +$40 

Monitor 

- 15"  SVGA  Nl  UR  28dp  + $110 
Video 

- ATI  Mach  64  EDO  3D/2m  + $100 

- Stealth  64  EDO  3D/2m  +$115 

Printer 

- Canon  BJC-4 1 00C  + $299 

Mouse 

- Microsoft/  Logitech  (OEM)  + $30 

CD-ROM 

- 12X  +$50 


SPECIAL  (New  Items) 


64  Bit  PCI  Video  Card 

With  1m/2m $39/$60 

Ergonomic  Key  board....  $23 

LIMITED  STOCKS !!! 


COMPUTER  ACCESSORIES 
(from  $1.00  A up) 


Power  Supply- 

Cooling  fan 
Parts 

Cables- 

Power  Cord  6 
Set  of  IDE/Floppy  Cables 
IDE  Cable 
Dual  Floppy  Cable 
Cleaning  Kits- 
3 5’  or  5.25*  Head  Cleaning  Kit 
Mouse  Pad 
MFM  Cable  (set) 

Hardware- 

Screws,  Studs,  Edge  Connectors. 
Cables,  Rails,  Etc... 


TWO  YEARS  PARTS  & LABOUR  WARRANTY  FOR  SYSTEMS 


Company  Policy 

- No  cash  refund 

* No  guarantee  on  availably  ot  advertised  items 

• Most  Hems  have  limited  quantity,  ie  first  come  first  serve  basis 

- AH  sales  are  final 


- All  above  prices  are  tor  cash  & carry  only 

- No  visa  or  cheque  will  be  accepted 

- AJI  brand  new  items  have  1 year  warranty 

■ AJI  used  parts  * components  have  30  days  warranty 

- AJI  obsolete  & damage  items  have  no  warranty 


n fiiSWWJSfn®#  £§r^J!I*n±: 


• • By  PAUL  ANGYAL  • • 

This  is  a new  way  of  creating  dots  of 
colour  for  an  image:  instead  of  the  industry 
standard  three-colours-plus-black  (CMYK) 
process,  the  technology  works  with  six 
shades.  HP  achieves  this  by  substituting 
the  black  ink  cartridge  (the  690C  is  a dual 
cartridge  machine)  with  a special  “photo- 
cartridge"  that  adds  light  blue,  light  magen- 
ta, and  black  to  the  palette. 

The  photo-kit  is  interchangeable  with 
the  black  as  the  need  arises.  The  company 
is  betting  on  the  anticipated  rapid  prolifer- 
ation of  digital  cameras,  scanners,  and 
other  means  of  acquiring  and  working 
with  digitized  images. 

Bringing  higher  quality  reproduction 
technology  to  the  desktop  will  surely  give 
you  better-looking  greeting  cards,  hut  it 
should  also  appeal  to  professionals  and 
small-business  operators,  where  quality-on- 
demand-and-in-small-quantities  is  an 
important  cost  factor  (no  set-up  costs,  no 
minimum  quantities). 

Here  come  the  eight-by-tens 

HP  recommends  its  new  grade  of  special 
“photo"  paper  for  this  printer.  You  can  use 
the  glossy  side  for  photos,  hut  you  can  also 
print  text  on  the  matte  hack  in  the  name 
of  conservation. 

Priced  at  around  $18  for  20  letter-sized 
sheets,  it  is  quite  competitive  compared  to 
regular  photofinishing  costs,  where  a 4 x 
6-inch  print  comes  in  at  around  66  cents 
and  you  have  to  shoot  the  whole  roll. 
When  you’re  printing  your  own,  you  can 
technically  fit  two  4 x 6s  on  one  sheet  and 
thus  the  cost  per  print  drops  to  45  cents. 

The  690C  is  virtually  identical  to  the 
680C  I have  had  for  two  months  now, 
except  for  the  redesigned  seat  for  the 
black  cartridge.  In  my  tests,  using  both,  I 
created  a wall-calendar  with  a photo  in 
the  middle,  1 took  images  off  the  Net,  and 
output  pictures  taken  with  a digital  cam- 
era. I printed  out  each  job  with  and  with- 
out the  photo-cartridge  in  place  on  differ- 
ent grades  of  paper.  The  output  quality 
was  by  far  the  best-looking  with  the 
photo-kit  on  photo-paper. 

Hey,  Mac 

While  I was  impressed  with  the  printer’s 
performance,  I have  problems  with  HP’s 
positioning  of  the  product.  First,  the  690C 
is  a Windows-only  printer.  I think,  it’s  a 
mistake,  because  there  are  a lot  of  Macs  in 
homes  and  other  printer  manufacturers 
do  have  dual-platform  printers  in  this 
price-range. 

Second,  why  on  Earth  would  the  compa- 
ny have  two  virtually  identical  products 
(the  680C  and  the  690C)  on  the  market, 
one  “photo-capable,"  the  other  not?  The  list 
price  of  the  (optional)  photo-kit,  which 
includes  a handy  storage-box,  is  only 
$86.86,  marginally  more  than  a regular 
replacement  colour  cartridge. 

I paid  $450  for  my  680C.The  690C  (not 
yet  in  stock  at  the  time  of  this  writing)  is 
going  to  be  $479. 99  at  one  large  retailer— 
too  small  a difference  to  keep  both 
around.  ♦ 
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PEN  YOUR. 


DOORS  TO  TOE 


K 


4 IWN  kltWMl  BMtaRM 


CORPORATE 


PACKAGE  $29^1  mo 

no  setup  fee 

includes  flat-rate  internet  access 
no  prime-time  restrictioopr 
free  software  kit  and  setup 

website  uplo  1Mb  with 
no  traffic  charges 
optional  Jgisite  setup/ 
tutorial  jfor  $25 

NHL 


& 


K 


WEB  PUBLIC 


PACKAGE  $25lmo 

no  setup  fee 
5 Mb  storage 


St  • 

r& 


direct  FTP  access 
no  traffic  charges 
NETSCAPE 
Commerce  Server 
MICROSOFT 
FrontPage  Extensions 


VIRTUAL  SERVER 


PACKAGE  5/mo 

setup  fee:  $50+ 
includes  domain 
registration,  custom 
email  and  web  address 


Plus  applicable 
Intemic  fees 


ISDN 


Internet 


CO  II  FOB  AH  S 


PACKAGE  $380/mo 

no  setup  fee 

• dedicated 
high-speed 
128  Kbps  digital 
ISDN  connection 

• no  traffic  charges 


Internet  Gateway  Corporation 
Suite  503  - 889  West  Pender  Street 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia 
Canada  V6C  3B2 

Phone  : (604)  654-6088 

Fax  : (604)  669-8489 

Toll  Free  *.1-800-453-1286 

Internet  : http://www.intergate.bc.ca 

Email  : staff@intergate.bc.ca 


Feature 


New  contact  manager 
editions  amaze,  disappoint 


• • By  JOHN  MORRIS  • • 

If  you’ve  always  wanted  to  be  better  orga- 
nized, two  major  new  products  may  be  for 
you.  Microsoft’s  Outlook  97 , due  to  be 
released  at  the  end  of  January,  and 
Symantec’s  ACT!  3-0 , available  now,  both 
offer  computer  owners  terrific  new  tools  for 
managing  personal  and  group  information. 

Although  there  is  sufficient  overlap 
between  the  two  products  such  that  both 
can  perform  many  of  the  other’s  functions, 
each  has  a different  focus:  ACT!  is  better  at 
supporting  information  about  relationships 
between  a user  and  others  outside  an  orga- 
nization; Outlook , on  the  other  hand,  is 
focused  more  on  managing  personal  and 
team  information  inside  the  bounds  of  an 
organization. 

ACT!  misses  Its  cue? 

Users  of  Symantec’s  extremely  popular 
ACT!  have  had  to  wait  over  two  years  for  the 
Windows  95/Windows  NT  version  of  their 


favourite  contact  manager.  Despite 
Symantec’s  marketing  genius,  I think  they’ve 
paid  a price  in  lost  market  share  for  this  delay. 

The  new  version  of  ACT!  is  a complete 
rewrite  of  the  product  for  32-bit.  Even  so, 
existing  ACT!  users  will  find  most  of  the 
functionality  familiar.  Individuals  familiar 
with  the  older  ACTFs  limitations  will  be 
happy  to  know  that  the  new  product  has 
much  better  support  for  “organizations"  and 
“projects." 

Prospective  ACT!  users  will  want  to  con- 
sider that  the  product  is  beautifully  integrat- 
ed with  WinFax  Pro  (which  comes  with  the 
distribution  CD)  and  with  the  ubiquitous  MS 
Exchange  e-mail  platform  (as  well  as  MS  Fax 
and  other  e-mail  engines).  ACT!  continues  to 
give  good  support  for  “lists,"  making  it  easy 
to  manage  mailings.  For  those  individuals 
working  on  a LAN,  the  group  database  and 
calendar  synchronization  features  are  now 
included  with  the  base  product. 

Individuals  working  as  independent  pro- 
fessionals or  sales  people  wUl  find  that  ACT! 


3-0  gives  them  good  results  in  most  situa- 
tions. If  you  want  to  use  your  information 
manager  to  perform  serious  project  track- 
ing, however,  or  if  you  are  focused  on  track- 
ing information  by  organization  in  addition 
to  tracking  information  by  individual,  then 
you  may  find  ACT!  somewhat  limiting. 

In  an  exclusive  interview,  Symantec’s  ACT! 
product  manager,  Ryan  Rosenberg,  said  that 
we  could  expect  future  versions  of  the  prod- 
uct to  support  “opportunity  management" 
and  “organizations"  explicitly,  but  that  these 
features  were  supported  now  only  through 
the  “group"  feature.  For  my  part,  because  I 
am  in  industrial  sales,  I need  a product 
which  supports  these  features— opportuni- 
ties and  organizations— explicitly. 

Changing  your  Outlook? 

In  my  ongoing  search  for  the  holy  grail  of 
industrial-strength  contact  management,  I 
thought  that  Microsoft’s  new  Outlook  97 
might  be  the  “end  of  the  mad."  Whatever 
doubts  I may  have  about  Outlook , the  prod- 


uct is  an  outstanding  example  of  a new  gen- 
eration of  software. 

Based  on  the  new  "Office  9T  interface, 
which  you  may  have  seen  if  you’re  using  the 
latest  version  of  Internet  Explorer , Outlook 
is  a powerful  and  even  beautiful  product  that 
reflects  the  25,000  hours  and  500  site  visits 
that  the  Microsoft  interface  research  team 
performed  during  product  development. 

You  might  think  of  Outlook  as  a combina- 

LSin  1 i n U e d on  page  3:5 
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Outlook  97,  from  Microsoft.  Wln95/NT  CD  ROM. 
Approx.  SI 50. 

ACT!  3.0,  from  Symantec.  Wln95/NT  CD-ROM. 
Approx.  S200. 


*4|Maple0ak 

1 Computer  Solutions 


Pentium  chip  100 


( Windows  NT  Certified  ) 


8MB  RAM.  1.2  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
14"  SVGA  Color  Monitor,  NI,  .28 
1 MB  PCI  Video  Card,  3.5"  Floppy  Drive 
Keyboard,  Logitech  Mouse,  MiniTower  Case 
Options  : 

Pentium  * chip  120/133/150/166/200  ...$1058/1178/1228/1458/1628 
Intel  P55c-MMX- 166/200  ...  $1558/1768 


lease  $34/month 


«an> 


lease  $82/month 


Pentium  Pro  Chip  200 


32  MB  RAM,  2.0  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
15"  SVGA  Color  Monitor,  NI,  .28 
1 MB  PCI  Video  Card,  3.5"  Floppy  Drive,  Keyboard, 

Logitech  Mouse,  ATX  Tower  Case 

Options  ■ 

Pentiun<®Prol50/180  . $1958/2288  Dual  Pentium®  Pro200..$3788 


Customize  Your  Dream  System 


8MB  to  16MB + $45 

15717"  Monitor + 99/400 

ATI  1 /2MB  Dram  .... +$50/75 

Matrox2/4mb +$185/270 

Dos/Win/Win95  +$50/75/140 
8x  CD-ROM/SB  1 6/Spks.$249 


16MB  to  32MB +$85 

SONY  15"  SX1/SF2  ....+  $290/375 
ATI  3D2/4mb  SDRAM.+$145/180 
Cardinal  33.6  FAX  Modem  ...$135 
1.6/2.0/3.2  Gb  HD...  +$40/100/170 
MS  Encarta  97  CD  Bundle $98 


I warranty  on  labor 
2 years  warranty  on  parts. 
Third  year  parts  warranty,  add  $50, 
First  year  on-site  warranty,  add  $70. 


CAAccpac  Plus  Software  ( ca  Authorized ) 


G/L,  A/P,  A/R,  WSM,  Payroll,  Lanpak,  Inventory  Control, 

Sales  Analysis,  Job  Costing,  Retail  Invoing,  ScanPac  etc  ....available 
EREJL  next-day  shipping  in  Downtown  area 


Notebook  (call  for  updated  price  ) 


Toshiba  T1 10CS  P-100/8MB  /810/DSTN  Color $2249 

AST  J55  P133/16MB/1GB  HDD/1 1.3"  TFT/33.6  faxModem...$3888 
ThinkPad  760E  P133/I6MB/1GB  /12.1”TFT/28.8faxModem...$6514 

HP  Omnibook  800cs  P100/810mb  HD/16mb/10”DSTN $4399 

NEC.TI,  Sceptre,  Digital,  Canon,  Acer, ...  call 


3Com' 

AST. 

iinn 

program 

NEC  brother. 

Upgrade  Your  Systems 


Memory  Upgrade  (Can't  run  some  programs?  slow?  Out  of  memory?) 

4/8/16/32  MB  (72) $25/45/85/175  1/4  MB  30  Pin $12/30 

16/32mb  DIMM  (168p,  Mac).$  198/528  Notebook/printer  SIMM call 

Hard  Drive  & Tape  (Not  enough  space  to  install  new-  programs?  ) 

1.2/1 .6GB  IDE $279/309  1/2/4  GB  SCSI  HD  ...  $360/480/1379 

2.0/3.2/4.0  GB $349/449/549  HP  Colorado  800MB.i/e $175/225 

Iomega  1GB  Jazz  int/ext.  $529/629  Syquest  230MB  SCSI/Par $389 

Internet  Upgrade  (Information  Super  Highway?) 

Cardinal  33.6  Modem/V  . .$135/195  PCMCIA  28.8/MegHertz$268/3 19 
USR  33.6  Modem/Vi,  int $155/175  ISDN  Modem,  int $288 


Multimedia  Upgrade  (Access  to  CD-ROM  information?  ) 

CD-ROM  8/10/1 2x  ..$145/165/175  8x  CD- ROM/SB  16/Spks $249 

16  Bit  Sound  Card $39  4x/6x  SCSI  CD-ROM $169/390 

SB  16/32/AWE32 $89/155/259  Microphone  (Stand  on) $12 

Msmilor  & Video  Card 

Proview  1471 571 7 "....$265/365/665  Matrox  2/4  SGram  2/4mb$245/319 

ViewSonic  15/1 7/20"  .$495/879/1935  S3/CL  PCI  1MB/2MB $55/75 

SONY  15/17/20" ....  $565/1180/2280  ATI  1/2MB  Dram $99/109 

NEC  xv  1 5/1 7/xe21  ".$559/1 149/2529  Diamond  2/4mb  vram  ...  $255/315 
Printer  (Make  your  job  look  nicely) 

HP  400c/870c/850c. $289/649/675  Canon  BJ 240/4 1 00/4550  $255/3 1 8/598 

Brother  730/760DX. $439/559  Epson  C500/Pro $385/519 

HP  LaserJet  5L/6p $649/1019  HP  LJ  5/5N/5M $1799/2120/2485 

Motherboard  Upgrade  ( Slow?  spend  lots  time  waiting?) 

Pentium-1 33/166/200..$415/665/850  6x86-/150/1 66/200....  $299/359/599 

Intel  MMX-166/200 $765/990  AMD  K100/120/133  $239/269/299 

Pentium1  Pro  150/180/200  w/ATX  TowerCase $835/1188/1398 


TV  tuner(watch  TV  on  screen). ..$225 

8X  + SB  16  + Spk  Bundle: $249 

QuickShot  GamePad $14 

1 .44MB  Panasonic  FDD $29 


Family  Doctor $10  BC  White  Page.  $88 

800  Letters $58  Phone  Book $35 

Children’s  Encyl...  $38  7th  Guest $22 

Geometry /Algebra/TriGonometry $19ea 

^ i»  . ....  UuJ  r 


Corel  Draw  4.0  ( CD  ) $69 

MS  Encarta97  CD  bundle $99 

Logitech  3B  mouse $25 

PS/2  mouse $19 


Math  Blaster $25 

Business  Library $24 

Compton  Encyl.  97. .$25 
Living  Book  CD $23 


Network  Support 


NOVELL  Authorized 
Windows  NT  Certified 


Network  Operating  System: 

IntranetWare  4. 1 1 (5/10/25/50/100) $858/1169/1888/4800/6488 

Group Wise5  (5/10/50) $688/3235/6268  ArcServe  6.  (25u)  $645 

ManageWise  v2.1  (5/10/25/50  user) $728/1209/1838/2499 

WinNT4  Server  5/10/Workstation/Upg/Lic $949/1178/289/188/58 

♦Windows  For  Workgroup  3.11/Windows  95/Add-on $85/140/65 

IBM  OS/2  Warp  Server  V4.0....  $799  Lantastic  7.0 $125 


Network  Hardware: 

3Com  Ethernet  II1B,  ISA  TB  1+/5+/20+/100+ $143/125/118/109 

3Com  Ethernet  IIIB,  PCI  TB  1+/5+/20+ $155/145/125 

3Com  Fast  Ethernet  10/100  PCI  TB  (Cat  5 UTP)  1+/5+ $190/179 

Intel  EtherExpress  Pro/10  ISATB  1+/5+/20+ $159/139/119 

Intel  EtherExpress  Pro/100  PCI  TB  1+/5+/20+ $194/179/169 

NE2000  Compt.  ISA/PCl...$49/88  SMC  EL  16T  ultra $129 

Microdyne  NE2000  Plus  TB...  $99  IBM  Token  Ring  ISA $349 

Xircom/3com  PC  Card  ..  $185/228  Pocket  LAN  adaptor $159 

HP  JetDirect  Printer  Server  ..  $438  Adaptec  2940  SCSI $278 

3Com  OfficeConnect $1100  8 /16  Port  Hub $165/265 

3Com  Switch  Hub  (24) $4388  APC  ups  600/900VA$338/478 

HP  SureStor  2/4GB,i..  $1099/1199  SmartPrinter  Starter  Kit  ..$215 
Cable  257507100750071000’  (BNC  or  TB) $15/25/35/120/220 


TerminatorH'-connector/Connector $5  each 

AST  Manhattan  S6200  Pentium  Pro200/32mb/2gb/8x  CD $5448 

HP  Netserver  LC5/Pentium  133  32MB,  2 GB  4x  CDROM...  $3899 
HT  Dual  CPU  Server  PI 33,  64MB,  2*2  GB  SCSI,8x  CDROM  $3198 

HT  Server  P133  64MB,  2*1GB  SCSI,  8x  CDROM $2437 

Acer  A-OPEN  Server  P-133,  32MB,  2 GB  EIDE.  8xCDROM.$1458 
Standby  Server,  Fault-tolerant  for  any  server $3799 


Service  Contract  available 


Shopping  On-Line 

http://mindiink.net/m3pie/sh0p.htm 


Maple  Oak  Computer  Solutions  Inc.  ( Since  1990  ) 
Suite  500, 1281  W.  Georgia  St.  Vancouver,  BC,  V6E  3J7  (Aew  Location  ) 
Tel:  (604)681-3770  Iwmm ■!  FaxBack:  (604)  681-7771 

Fax:  (604)681-3739  lESSj  E-mail:  infoQmaple-oak.com 

BBS:  (604)  681-4408  Internet:  http://mindlink.net/maple 
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t HE  WORLD  TO  SEE 
http://www.sceptretech.com 


New  contact  manager  editions... 

continued  from  p a g e 34 

tion  of  Exchange  and  Schedule  Plus  on 
steroids.  If  you’re  not  familiar  with  these 
products,  Outlook  is  what  Microsoft  is  call- 
ing a "desktop  information  manager”  The 
product  will  track  your  e-mail,  your  contacts, 
your  appointments,  your  documents  and 
files,  and  your  personal  tasks  (we’ll  get  to 
why  I’ve  italicized  "personal"  in  a moment). 
If  you  get  stuck,  the  help  system  is  very  help- 
ful, although  some  reviewers  have  found  the 
cutesy  animations  to  be  annoying. 

All  of  these  things  can  be  coordinated 
between  users  in  a group  LAN  environment. 
Everything  is  also  customizable  by  the  end- 
user— and  if  that’s  not  enough,  you  can 
make  use  of  the  common  Visual  Basic  Office 
97  programming  environment. 

Going  even  further,  if  you  work  in  a group 
environment  and  want  to  swap  out  the  cur- 
rent database  (the  Jet-engine  based 
Exchange  PST  file)  for  SQL  Server  or  any 
other  ODBC  compliant  database,  you  can 
do  so  later  this  spring  when  the  "DAO" 
interface  is  released. 

All  this  will  available  for  about  $150  in 
March.  You  can  get  the  product  before  then 
if  you  acquire  the  new  version  of  Office  97 
(upgrade  to  be  available  for  about  $350  after 
January  16).  I suspect  some  people — partic- 
ularly those  lucky  ones  with  laptop  comput- 
ers—will  just  start  "living  in  Outlook 7 

Demanding 

Given  that  this  will  be  the  first  release  of 
Outlook , you  will  naturally  expect  some  lim- 
itations. The  product  does  seem  to  require 
some  horsepower  to  get  a decent  response 
time.  I’ve  run  Outlook  on  both  a 486 
DX4/100  MHz  computer  and  a Pentium 
notebook,  and  I noticed  that  it  made  real 
demands  on  both  systems. 

Another  small  issue  some  prospective 
users  of  Outlook  may  want  to  note  is  that 
the  product  is  not  self-sufficient  when  it 
comes  to  mail-merges.  Outlook  requires  you 
to  invoke  Access  for  that  purpose.  Also,  given 
that  Outlook  is  an  extremely  rich  environ- 
ment, I suspect  some  Outlook  users  will  find 
the  learning  curve  to  be  fairly  steep. 

I have  a bigger  quibble  with  Microsoft 
concerning,  coincidentally,  almost  the  same 
issue  I had  with  Symantec’s  ACT?.  Out-of-the- 
box,  Outlook  is  not  very  good  at  supporting 
information  about  "organizations.” 

Here  is  an  example  as  to  why  this  capabil- 
ity is  probably  very  important  for  a lot  of 
potential  users.  You  start  your  day  and  want 
to  prioritize  your  Outlook  tasks.  You  decide 
to  sort  all  your  “things  to  do"  by  company. 
You  find,  however,  that  you  can’t  do  this. 
This  is  strange,  because  you’ve  just  added 
the  “company"  field  to  your  task  list— but  all 
the  fields  are  blank. 

I spent  some  time  with  the  Microsoft  folks 
on  the  issue  of  the  "missing  company  infor- 
mation"— given  satisfaction  I was  prepared 
to  anoint  Outlook  the  category-killing  app 
for  contact  managers  and  PIMs. 

It  seems,  however,  that  organizational 
information,  such  as  "company  name,"  is  not 
included  in  Outlook  as  a table,  but  merely  as 
a descriptive  text  field,  and  that  this  infor- 
mation is  not  available  in  the  all-important 
Task  Manager.  If  you  step  back  for  a 
moment,  you  can  see  why  this  deficiency  in 


Innovative  TCP  design 
represents  the  fnture 

S direction  of  Processor 
industry. 

♦Easier  upgrades 
♦Lower  voltage  roadmap 


Learn  and  Compare 


Outlook  is  rather  glaring:  you  can  keep  track 
of  all  your  work  in  Outlook's  Task 
Manager — but  you  can’t  easily  associate  any 
of  these  tasks  to  the  organizational  benefi- 
ciaries of  the  work! 

In  other  words,  work  in  Outlook  is  only 
something  you  do  for  yourself  or  other  individ- 
uals— organizations  don’t  exist  except  as  an 
afterthought — rather  ironic  considering  the 
existence  of  Microsoft  as  a huge  organization. 


What  to  buy 

Here’s  a purchasing  guide:  if  you  have  a 
powerful  laptop  and  don’t  care  about  associ- 
ating organizations  with  tasks,  you  might  find 
Outlook  meets  all  your  needs.  If  you  want  a 
traditional,  but  updated  contact  manager,  the 
new  ACT!!  Version  3-0  will  do  a very  nice  job. 
If,  however,  you  really  want  a nice  way  of 
tracking  organizations  and  tasks,  but  without 
the  new  32-bit  features,  investigate  alterna- 


tives. You  might  want  to  go  with  my  favourite 
contact  manager,  Maximizer , from 
Vancouver — a new  32-bit  version  of  which 
will  be  released  this  spring.  Goldmine , from 
Pacific  Palisades,  is  another  strong  contender. 

john  Morris  is  with  Open  Sesame  Systems  and  can  be 
reached  at  72144.723Gcompuserve.com  or  at  (416) 
781-0623.  ♦ 


Soundx 

4000 


Less  than  7 lbs 

Up  to  150MHz  Pentium  Processor 
6X  CD  ROM 

12.1”  TFT,  SVGA  display 
Fully  modularized 
180°  Infra  red  port 
Standard  72  DIMM  EDO  Ram 
128  Bit  graphics  accelerator 
Gold  series  3 year  warranty 
9001  Certified  Manufacturer 


THE  UXTEl  msec  LOGO  ano  Pentium  APE 
PEGISTEPH)  TPAOEMAPKS  Of  INTEL  COPPOPAflON 


New  processor  technology  regulates 
"body"  temperature  just  like  Brutus  — 
our  monitor  lizard. 


Pentium 

|PMOCt«»OH 


For  dealer  nearest  you  call 

800-788-2878 


Brutus,  a cold-blooded  reptile,  is  very  good  at  regulating  his  body 
temperature  by  knowing  when  to  get  moving  and  when  to  slow 
down  so  he  doesn’t  overheat. 


Sceptre's  Soundx'w  4(XX)  modular,  multimedia 
notebook  is  also  energy  smart. 


An  innovative  chip  material  and  design  makes 
for  more  efficient  consumption  - knowing 
when  to  draw  energy  and  when  not  to.  , 
Longer  battery  life  and  less  heat  are 
just  two  of  the  benefits. 


Call  Today  for  your  free 
baby  brutus  and  picture 


The  Soundx " 4000. 

A wiser  miser. 


Publisher  97  gives  novice  desktop  publishers  several  helping  hands 


• • By  S.J.  ROSS  • • 

Microsoft  calls  Publisher  97  "the 
Complete  Designer  in  a Box’ 
Solution " While  the  program  can- 
not tell  you  the  most  effective 
design  for  your  service  or  product, 
the  current  trends  in  fonts,  or  the  most  appro- 
priate layout  for  your  market,  it  does  provide 
the  tools  you  need  to  create  your  own  design, 
choose  your  own  fonts,  and  develop  your 
own  documents  or  Web  pages — without  the 
potential  aggravation  of  lost  artwork,  costly 
overtime,  or  missed  deadlines. 

Publisher , a popular  Windows-based  busi- 
ness desktop-publishing  program,  is  particu- 
larly handy  for  limited  SOHO  (small 
office/home  office)  budgets.  Publisher  97 
includes  150  TrueType  fonts  that  can  be  con- 
veniently previewed  in  the  WYSIWYG  pull- 
down menu;  over  160  borders  (plus  the  abil- 
ity to  create  custom  borders  from  clip-art  or 
graphics  files);  a clip-art  gallery  of  over  5,000 
images;  and  exclusive  access  to  Clip  Gallery 
Live,  a free,  periodically  updated,  online  clip- 
art resource  containing  over  1 ,000  images. 

The  Page  Wizards— design  assistants  that 
ask  a variety  of  questions  to  create  layouts 
based  on  one  of  the  100-plus  templates— are 
dogmatic,  but  helpful.  New  for  Publisher  97 , 


the  Web  Site  Wizard  helps  users  create  Web 
sites,  from  page  layouts  based  on  one  of 
three  categories  (business,  personal,  or  com- 
munity), to  the  automatic  generation  and 
insertion  of  HTML  (hypertext  markup  lan- 
guage) codes. 

Drop  me  a line 

Also  new,  the  Postcard  Wizard  will  help  you 
create  postcards  handy  for  small  mailings, 
such  as  announcements,  and  the 
Compliments  Card  Wizard  will  help  you  cre- 
ate the  “With  Compliments  or  cards  often 
included  in  packages. 

Particularly  clever  are  the  context-sensitive 
Side-by-Side  Help  guides  that  remain  conve- 
niently open  at  the  side  of  your  document. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  Publisher 
97  is  the  Design  Checker.  If  Microsoft  is  cor- 
rect, and  Publisher  97  is  a “Designer  in  a 
Box,"  this  is  where  the  designer  lives.  Design 
Checker  evolved  from  Publisher  95’s  layout 
checker  While  the  layout  checker  identified 
basic  problems,  such  as  potential  printing 
dilemmas,  Design  Checker  locates  compli- 
cated design  and  layout  problems,  such  as 
double  spaces  after  periods  or  too  many 
fonts  or  colours,  and  offers  suggestions  for 
correcting  these  mistakes. 

Although  Design  Checker  can  also  review 
your  Web  page,  identify  potential  errors 


(such  as  an  unlinked  page),  and  offer  sugges- 
tions for  solving  your  problem,  it  cannot, 
unfortunately,  automatically  correct  either 
Web-page  or  document  errors. 

While  the  Design  Gallery  includes  hun- 
dreds of  design  elements,  from  mastheads  to 
text  styles  (many  of  which  can  be  used  on 
>our  Web  site),  the  design  tools  offer  the  most 
fun  and  flexibility.  These  range  from  object- 
and  text-rotation  tools  (allowing  you  to  alter 
graphics  and  text  up  to  360  degrees),  to  word 
art  (to  change  the  appearance  of  text),  gradi- 
ent fills  (to  determine  the  degree  of  colour  in 
any  object),  and  a Fancy  First  Letter  Gallery  of 
drop  caps  (enlarged  first  letters). 

Merge  is  a convenient  feature  available  in 
many  programs,  especially  word-processing 
programs,  which  allows  you  to  either  merge  a 
single  document,  usually  a letter,  with  a variety 
of  addresses  to  create  multiple  documents,  or 
to  create  a page  of  addresses  that  can  be  print- 
ed on  a sheet  of  labels.  While  most  word-pro- 
cessing packages  have  both  the  merge  option 
and  Avery  label  templates,  if  your  package 
does  not,  then  Publisher  97 ’s  mail  merge — 
which  allows  you  to  either  create  or  import 
address  lists  from  a variety  of  packages  includ- 
ing Word  and  Access  (although  importing 
from  non-Microsoft  applications,  such  as 
WordPerfect,  can  be  onerous)— is  a handy 


option  for  creating  labels. 

Home,  James 

Although  Publisher  97  contains  20  cate- 
gories of  templates,  because  neither  the  soft- 
ware nor  the  manual  provides  advance  illus- 
trations of  the  templates,  using  Publisher  97 
is  like  entrusting  yourself  to  an  experienced 
driver— you  hope  they  will  take  you  where 
you  want  to  go,  but  you  are  not  allowed  to 
judge  for  yourself  until  you  get  there. 

While  Publisher  97  is  not,  as  Microsoft 
would  have  us  believe,  “the  Complete 
Designer  in  a Box’  Solution,"  for  SOHOs  with 
the  patience  to  learn  a new  program,  the 
interest  to  keep  abreast  of  design  trends,  the 
time  to  invest  in  designing  their  materials, 
and  the  need  for  newsletters,  flyers, 
brochures,  and  other  marketing  materials,  it 
is  probably  the  next  best  thing.  ♦ 
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Publbhtr  97,  from  Microsoft  CD-ROM  or  J.S-loch 
diskette.  $109  (SIP),  «ttti  a 1)0  rebate  for  prevl 
out  users. 


office  SUPER  BUYS  OR  LERDIRG  EDGE  SVSTEIRS 

SPIW I A L Starting  at  $479.00  for  486DX33  to  $699.00  for  DX4.1 00  (Monitor  not  included) 


► 486DX  2/66 

► 210  MEG  HD 

► 1.44  Floppy 
- 8 MEG  RAM 

► Key  Board  and  Mouse 

► 14' SVGA  Monitor 

$649.99 

$749.00 


olden 

O M Computer 
Systems 


Multimedia  Speakers 

Too  many  brands  to  list 

Storting  ot $ 5.99per  pair 

Monitors 

1 5"  MEGA  Image $379.00 

14"  AOC $379.00 

Used  Monitors 

15"  NEC call 

17"  NEC call 

custom  BUILT  COmPUTGR 

tu  your  spccmions 


Processors 

Intel  Overdrive  DX-4-1 00, 5 Volt 
great  for  older 

486  Main  Board  $99.99 

G7RIX  DX-2-66  $70.00 

Keyboards 

101  and  Windows  95  ....$14.99 

CD-Rom  Software 

from $5.99+ up 

Used  Systems 

8088,  286,  386,  486  . $49.99+ up 


Located  in  Super  8 Grocery  10269  - 128th  Street,  Surrey,  BC  V3T  5C9  Phone:  581-4698  Fax:  581-8382 
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NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  NEAREST  AUTHORIZED  RETAILER: 

PC  CONNECTIONS  MICRO  BUSINESS  SYSTEMS  BUSINESS  WORLD 

6600  #3  Road  110-7110 120th  street  101-45478  Yale  Road  West 

RICHMOND  • 604-270-4883  SURREY  • 604-572-8722  CHILLIWACK  • 604-795-5595 


DEXTON  COMPUTERS 

3112  Boundary  Road 
BURNABY  • 604-433-9866 


3J  COMPUTERS 

5305  Victoria  Drive 
VANCOUVER  • 604-323-9859 


FARONICS  TECHNOLOGIES 

53  Clipper  Street 
COQUITLAM  • 604-540-8199 


1SJ 

)0>sa!4ft.e  puzzle 


DESKJET  680C 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Resolution  Enhancement 

• Up  to  5 ppm  output 

• RealLife  Imaging  System 

• Continuous  paper  feed 

• PrintSmart  for  complete  Windows  printing 

• 1 year  warranty 


DeskJet  690C 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Resolution  Enhancement 

• Up  to  5 ppm  output 

• RealLife  Imaging  System 

• Network  friendly 

• Plug  'n  Play  with  hassle  free  installation 

• 1 year  warranty 


DeskJet  820Cxi 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Plain  paper  drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Color  Resolution  Enhancement 

• Up  to  6.5  ppm  output 

• RealLife  Imaging  System 

• Complete  Windows  printing  system 

• 50  scalable  TrueType  fonts 

• 1 year  warranty 


HEWLETT® 

PACKARD 


NOW  SPECTACULAR.  EASY-TO-USE  COLOR 
PRINTING  WITH  HP’S  FULL  FEATURED 

PRINTERS! 


Take  your  ACT!  on  the  road! 


• • By  ALAN  THWAITS 


There's  another  version  of  Symantec's  ACT!  con- 
tact manager  available.  In  addition  to  the  "reg- 
ular size"  ACT!  for  Windows,  there's  also  a 


"handheld"  version  ported  for  the  Psion  Series 
3a/3c  palmtop  computer,  developed  by  Yellow 
Computing  of  Germany. 

First,  a little  background  about  the  Psion.  (A  full 
review  of  the  Psion  Series  3a  appeared  in  our 


October  1996  issue).  The  Psion  is  a "pock- 
etable"  computer,  offering  full  computing 
power  in  a portable  format.  The  largest-selling 
palmtop  in  the  world,  it's  long  been  a favourite 
of  those  who  need  computing  power  on  the  fly, 
including,  quite  naturally,  people  working  in  the 
sales  and  marketing  fields. 

Here's  where  ACT!  comes  in.  Symantec's  sophis- 


ticated program  has  long  been  used  by  those 
who  need  to  create  and  manage  customized 
contact  databases  integrated  with  an  activity 
scheduler  and  report  generator.  While  ACT!  for 
Windows  is  prime  quality  for  those  working  out 
of  their  offices,  the  same  people  suffer  some- 
what when  they  have  to  go  into  the  field,  leav- 
ing desktop  system,  ACT!,  and  all  that  much- 
needed  info  behind.  Then  it's  back  to 
Daytimers,  Post-It  notes,  and  business  card  fold- 
ers— and,  in  all  probability,  wasted  time,  lost 
contacts,  and  frustration! 

Think  positive 

Here's  a more  positive  scenario:  run  ACT!  on  both 
desktop  and  palmtop  machines,  which  pays  off  in 
efficiency  and  effectiveness.  Before  leaving  the 
office,  connect  your  desktop  system  to  the  Psion 
palmtop  via  Psion's  handy  serial  cable  link  and 
PsiWin  software.  Load  ACT!  for  Windows  on  your 
desktop  machine,  and  open  the  database  that's 
relevant  to  the  day's  work.  Choose  the 
"Import/Exchange"  option  from  ACTTs  "File" 
menu,  and  then  "Direct  Link"  from  the  subse- 
quent submenu.  Then  it's  simply  a matter  of 
choosing  the  appropriate  settings  from  the 
"Direct  Link  Settings"  dialogue  box,  and  transfer- 
ing  the  pre-selected  database  to  the  Psion. 

Presto!  Now  you're  ready  to  take  your  ACT!  on 
the  road!  You  can  use  ACT!  on  the  Psion  in 
exactly  the  same  way  as  you  would  on  the  desk- 
top: keeping  a list  of  clients  and  your  contacts 
with  them,  notes  of  conversations,  analysing 
trends  in  client  data,  and  having  the  Psion 
prompt  you  to  call  clients  at  certain  times 
according  to  priority. 

When  you  return  to  your  desktop  system,  it's  a 
simple  matter  of  uploading  the  changed  data  to 
the  ACT!  for  Windows  program.  Transferring  and 
updating  contact  data  between  desktop  and 
palmtop  machines  means  you'll  never  be  out  of 
touch  with  the  information  you  need. 

The  only  downside  is  the  sheer  amount  of 
information  shown  on  the  palmtop's  screen. 
ACT!  for  the  Psion  uses  a tiny  font  and  three 
screens  per  contact.  Resolution  on  the  Psion's 
480  x 1 60  LCD  screen  is  excellent,  but  there's 
no  zoom  utility,  so  good  eyesight  is  essential. 
On  the  program's  plus  side  is  an  excellent 
online  help  utility,  with  triple-nested  help 
menus  and  copious  amounts  of  text. 

If  you're  a Psion  user  unfamiliar  with  ACT!, 
you're  probably  better  off  with  the  machine's 
built-in  Data  application — it's  ideally  suited  to 
the  functionality  of  the  handheld  machine.  If 
you  already  use  ACT!  on  your  desktop  system, 
however,  ACT!  for  the  Psion  may  just  be  the  tool 
you  need  to  "paradigm  shift"  your  contact- 
management  efficiency.  ♦ 
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Ydlow  Computing  Computenysteme  GmbH 
49  71369-5110  / lnfotyellow.de 
Widget  Software  Canada 
(416)449-2331  / widgetcantaoi.com 


AreteComputers  ® 

Est.  1988  Helping  people  & computers  work  together 


Added 

Remarketer 


This  Months  Special 


Arete  166+ 

Cyrix  PI 66+  MHz  Processor 

#16  MB  EDO  RAM 
256K  Pipelined  Cache 
Fujitsul. 44MB  3.5"  FD 
Fujitsu  1.3  GB  HD  (lOm/s) 
8xCD-R0M 

ESS1868  16  bit  PNP  Sound  Card 
Cirrus  Logic  5446  w/IMB  DRAM 
Mpeg  Video  Card 
US  Robotics  33.6  Fax/Modem 
BTC  104  Win  95  Keyboard 
Logitech  3 Button  Mouse 
Windows  95  CD  SR2 
Works  for  Windows  95 
15"  Hyundai  DeluxScan  15B  Color 
Monitor  with  Speakers 
Mini  Tower  Case 

Warranty  2 Years  Parts  & Labour 


$1,899 


Performance  Plus 

A Powerful  Choice 

» Blaze  through  Windows  applications 
» Cruise  the  Internet 
» Run  advanced  multimedia 

The  Cyrix  6x86  is  fully  comatible 
with  Windows®  95,  Windows®  NT, 
Windows®  3.1,  DOS,  IBM®  OS/2, 
Novell®  and  UNIX®,  plus  the  most 
popular  business  applications,  utili- 
ties, graphics  programs  and 
games. 


6x86  PI  66+ 
Pentium  166 


Norton  SI  v.  8.0 
526 


Also  MMX 
Systems 
available 
Please  call  for 
pricing  and 
information 


Call  for  Current  Pricing,  Prices  Subject  to  Change  Without  Notice 


AreteComputers 

2445  Cambie  St.,  Vancouver,  B.C.  Tel:  873-2440  Fax:  873-9167 
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Create  instant  caricatures 


Sof twa  re 

Ulith  Let's  Draw 


• • By  ALAN  ZISMAN  • • 

How  many  of  you  have  had  secret  ambitions 
to  be  a cartoonist?  Maybe  you  filled  your 
high-school  notebooks  with  sketches  rather 
than  class  notes? 

Okay.  You  can  put  your  hands  down  now. 
Let’s  Draw , from  Toronto’s  Microforum,  may 
be  what  you’ve  been  waiting  for  all  those 
years  since  high  school.  This  Windows 
3.1/95  software  lets  everyone  create  carica- 
tures—whether  they’ve  got  any  artistic  tal- 
ent or  not. 

At  its  most  basic,  it’s  sort  of  the  digitized 
version  of  Mr.  Potato  Head— pick  a head, 
add  a body,  eyes,  ears,  nose,  and  mouth.  Add 
in  a background,  a voice  bubble,  some  text, 
and  you’re  ready  to  print  out  your  cartoon 
and  pin  it  up  on  the  fridge  or  the  office  bul- 
letin board. 

With  over  120  face-shapes  alone,  a vast 
number  of  cartoons  are  possible  just  using 
the  pre-fab  picture  elements.  You  can  also 
use  one  of  the  50  templates,  and  use  your 
cartoon  for  a fax  cover,  calendar,  greeting 
card,  wrapping  paper  or  more. 

Who's  who? 

You  even  get  about  100  ready-made  carica- 
tures of  famous  people — but  don’t  expect  to 
be  able  to  use  these  to  get  a job  as  a political 
cartoonist  for  your  daily  newspaper.  Aside 
from  Chretien,  Mulroney,  and  Trudeau,  the 
bulk  are  pop-culture  figures,  ranging  from 
W.C.  Fields  to  Madonna  (if  you’re  not  good  at 
recognizing  who’s  being  spoofed,  don’t 
expect  any  help  from  the  program:  the  files 
are  identified  only  by  number,  even  in  the 
Clip-Art  Reference  Guide). 

You  can  customize  the  pre  fab  elements, 
distorting  and  changing  size  or  colour  as 
desired.  Drawing  tools  are  included  as  well, 
allowing  you  to  add  your  own  features  to  the 
clip  art,  or  to  create  a picture  from  scratch. 

The  program  is  a vector-draw  program, 
similar  to  the  popular  CorelDraw— but 
simultaneously  less  powerful  and  easier  to 
use.  Lines  can  imitate  charcoal  or  felt-pen,  for 
more  realistic  effects.  Like  better-known 
draw  programs,  you  can  work  freehand  or 
with  bezier  lines,  and  zoom  and  rotate  to 
your  heart’s  content. 

Image  elements  can  be  easily  distorted, 
tapered,  or  skewed,  and  these  effects  can  be 
applied  to  text  as  well  as  to  the  standard  art- 
work. While  the  program,  by  default,  saves 
files  in  its  own  format,  artwork  can  be 
exported  as  standard  BMP  and  WMF  formats, 
so  they  can  be  used  in  word-processor  or 
desktop-publishing  files. 
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Let’s  Draw,  from  Mkroforum,  Inc.  Windows  CO- 
ROM.  *64.95. 

For  more  In  form  it  ion,  caJI  (416)  656-6406  or  visit 
http://www.mkroforum.com/ 


The  program  is  a 16-bit  Windows  31 
application,  but  it  installs  nicely  under  Win 
95  as  well— even  adding  an  uninstall 
option  to  the  Win95  Control  Panel  list.  It 


can  be  set  up  to  run  from  the  CD  disk  or 
from  your  hard  drive,  taking  between  5 and 
29  MB  of  drive  space,  depending  on  the 
options  selected. 


Let’s  Draw  is  fun  and  easy  to  use  for  both 
novices  and  more  sophisticated  artists  or 
computer  users.  ♦ 


If  you  don’t  use  it, 

lose  it 


wont 


When  you 
can’t  use  all 

YOUR  INTERNET 
ACCESS  IN  A 
MONTH, 
MIND  LINK! 
AUTOMATICALLY  BANKS 
THE  TIME  FOR  YOU — FREE! 
YOU  CAN  BANK  UP  TO  ONE 
MONTH  OF  UNUSED  TIME — GREAT 
FOR  VACATIONS,  BUSINESS  TRIPS  OR 
WHEN  YOUR  LIFE  IS  JUST  TOO  BUSY. 


AND  BECAUSE 
TIME  FLIES 
WHEN  YOU’RE 
NEW  TO  THE 
NET,  MIND  LINK! 
STARTS  EVERY 
NEW  MEMBER 
OFF  WITH  A 
FULL  MONTH’S 
WORTH  OF 
BANKED  TIME 

free! 


Why  waste  any  more  time?  Call  MIND  LINK!  today. 


Q 


MIND  UNI  1C! 

A division  of  /STAR  internet  inc. 


phone: 

668 

5000 

fax: 

668 

5 0 28 

e-mail: 

info@mindlink.net 

web:  | 

http: 

//www.m  indlink.net 

MIND  LINK!  members:  earn  free  online  time  with  ourjmember  referral  program. 
Call  668-5000  for  more  information. 
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HEWLETT® 

PACKARD 


NOW  SPECTACULAR,  EASY-TO-USE  COLOR 
PRINTING  WITH  HP'S  FULL  FEATURED 

PRINTERS! 


NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  NEAREST  AUTHORIZED  RETAILER: 


, PRESTIGE  COMPUTERS 

1 117-6350 120th  Street 

SURREY  • 604-501-1414 

SOFTWARE  ALLEY 

1630  SE  Marine  Drive 
VANCOUVER  • 604-321-5499 


COMPU  2000 

2811-2813  Kingsway 
VANCOUVER  • 604-436-2333 


MULTILINK  COMPUTERS 

10-12851  Bathgate  Way 
RICHMOND  • 604-278-6885 


PACIFIC  OFFICE  & THINGS 

102-33255  South  Fraserway 
ABBOTSFORD  • 604-853-5513 


MS  COMPUTECH 

45610  Luckakuck  Way 
SARDIS  • 604-858-8337 


DESKJET  680C 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Resolution  Enhancement 

• Up  to  5 ppm  output 

• RealLife  imaging  System 

• Continuous  paper  feed 

• PrintSmart  for  complete  Windows  printing 

• 1 year  warranty 


DeskJet  690C 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Resolution  Enhancement 

• Up  to  5 ppm  output 

• RealLife  Imaging  System 

• Network  friendly 

• Plug  'n  Play  with  hassle  free  installation 

• 1 year  warranty 


i» 


DeskJet  820Cxi 

• 600  x 600  dpi  resolution 

• Plain  paper  drop-on-demand  thermal  inkjet  printing 

• Color  Resolution  Enhancement 

• up  to  6.5  ppm  output 

• RealLife  Imaging  System 

• Complete  Windows  printing  system 

• 50  scalable  TrueType  fonts 

• 1 year  warranty 


Software 


WebMania!  and  WebFormsz 

Dynamic  duo 


• • By  JUNE  CAMPBELL  • • 

If  you’re  a PC  user  with  plans  to  develop  a 
Web  site  or  two,  the  software  duo  of 
WebMcmiaf  and  WebForms  is  worth  a look. 

WebMania!  is  an  HTML  editor  that  fea- 
tures many  of  the  bells  and  whistles  we’ve 
come  to  expect,  but  at  a fraction  of  the 
price  (Hotdog  Pro , for  instance,  currently 
sells  for  about  US$99).  Like  its  more  expen- 
sive couuiii parte,  WvhMania!  offers  multi- 
ple document  usage,  a Spell  Checker  (with 
the  usual  irritating  tendency  to  stop  for 
HTML  tags),  tables  and  lists,  and  easy-to-use 
wizards  that  make  it  a snap  to  create  frames 
and  client-side  image  maps. 

Special  features 

Sounds  like  just  another  editor  so  far, 
albeit  cheaper  than  many,  right?  But  wait. 
Several  unique  features  make  this  software 
stand  out. 

First,  WebMania / includes  up  to  60  user- 
programmable  toolbar  buttons,  allowing 
you  to  change  your  tags  as  you  learn  new 
ones  and/or  as  HTML  standards  evolve. 
Although  we  re  wise  to  be  skeptical  of 
Q&D’s  statement  that  WebMania / will 


therefore  never  become  outdated,  user-pro- 
grammable buttons  are  not  usually  available 
in  a Web  editor. 

The  second  outstanding  feature  is  the 
WebForms  forms  wizard,  sold  separately  or 
included  as  a feature  of  WebMania! 
WebForms  allows  you  to  create  both  mail 
to  and  CGI  forms,  easily  and  without  the 
need  to  know  CGI  scripting  or  any  other 
programming  language.  It  also  generates 
JavaScript,  allowing  scrolling  messages  on 
your  forms,  specification  of  required  input 
fields,  and  confirmation  messages  upon 
form  submission  with  mail  to  forms! 

Your  customized  forms  can  include  text 
fields,  check  boxes,  radio  buttons,  images, 
list  boxes,  and  hypertext  links.  With  a few 
additional  mouse  clicks,  you  can  develop  a 
confirmation  page,  arrange  for  redirection 
upon  submission,  and  more. 

Gathering  made  easy 

Best  of  all,  WebForms  responses  are  auto- 
matically sent  to  your  specified  e-mail 
address,  and  can  be  imported  directly  from 
your  POP3  mail  server  into  an  (included) 
database  on  a local  hard  drive.  Once 
imported  to  the  built-in  data  base,  respons- 


es can  be  read,  printed,  or  exported  to  an 
HTML  table  on  the  Web.  The  database 
allows  you  to  collect  information  generated 
from  multiple  forms,  and  sort  the  responses 
by  form  name.  You  have  the  option  of  read- 
ing New,  Old,  or  All  messages. 

You  can  use  these  forms  to  conduct  sur- 
veys or  gather  other  data  (i.e.,  names  for  a 
mailing  list)  or  to  collect  customer  orders. 
WebForms  cannot  create  a “shopping  cart" 
type  of  product,  nor  will  it  sum  up  and  total 
prices  or  quantities  of  selected  items.  You 
will  need  a progammer  or  a more  robust 
(read  expensive)  application  if  this  is  your 
requirement. 

To  use  CGI  forms,  your  server  must  have 
CGI  capabilities,  and  you  must  provide  the 
location  of  the  Perl  interpreter,  the  send- 
mail  path,  and  the  path  to  the  directory  in 
which  your  CGI  scripts  are  to  be  stored. 

An  excellent  online  help  and  tutorial 
guides  you  through  the  entire  process,  pro- 
viding sufficient  information  to  permit 
someone  with  little  experience  to  quickly 
generate  an  attractive  and  functional  form. 

WebMania!  and  WebForms  install  easily 
on  Windows  3.x  and  Windows  95  systems, 


info 


Webkkmhl,  from  QfcD  Software  Development.  For 
PC  only.  US$49.95  (Pro  version),  US$54.95 
(Standard  version). 

WebForms,  from  QfcD  Software  Development.  For 
PC  only.  US$54.95  (Pro),  US$21.95  (Standard). 

For  more  Information,  visit  http://www.q-d.com/ 

but  you  will  need  VBRUN300.DLL  (which 
can  be  downloaded  from  Q&D’s  site  if  you 
don’t  already  have  it).  Registered  users  may 
expect  an  e-mail  response  to  tech-support 
questions  within  24  hours. 

The  verdict?  An  enthusiastic  “thumbs  up!" 
for  this  software,  if  you  understand  its  limi- 
tations and  plan  accordingly. 

june  Campbell  is  the  owner  of  Nightcats  Multimedia 
Productions.  You  can  reach  her  by  e-mail  at 
June_Campbdl@mindlink.bc.ca  or  by  phoning  (604)  980- 
3219  during  business  hours.  ♦ 


Mliiliiayl 


1090  Kingsway,  Vancouver  B.C.  V5V  3C6 
Phone:  (604)  879-3232  Fax:  (604)  879-1266 


Moo.  • Fri.  10:30  a.m.  - 6:30p.m.  Sat.  11:00a.m.  • 5:00p.m. 


ENTRY  LEVEL  SYSTEMS 


INTERMEDIATE  LEVEL  SYSTEMS 


“NEW  AMD  586  CPUs"  P-120MHz-S2000  P*133WHz-$2100 

AMDK5*  75MHz  -$1325  AMDK5  - 100MHz  - $1375  P-166MHz-$2300  P-2000MHZ  - $2650 


Pentium  Triton  II  chipsets  PCI  / ISA 
P.B.C.W/512K 
Built-in  EIDE  / 10  (2s,  Ip) 

Support  up  to  200MHz  CPUs 
Intel  Pentium  Processor  w/Fan  H.S. 

32  MB  60nSec  EDO  RAM  72  Pin  Memory 
Panasonic  1 .44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
2.1  GB  EIDE  Mode  4 Hard  Drive 
ATI  3-D  Xpression  64-bit  wTV  output 
& 2 MB  EDO  RAM 


AMDK5- 90MHz  -$1350  AMDK5-133UHz-$1450 

Pentium  Triton  II  chipsets  PCI  / ISA 
512  P.B.C.  W/512K 
Built-in  EIDE  / 10  (2s,  Ip) 

Support  up  to  200MHz  CPUs 
AMDK5  CPUs  w/Fan  H.S. 

16MB60nSec  EDO  72  Pm  Memory 
Panasonic  1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
1.6  GB  Mode  4 EIDE  Hard  Drive 
64-bit  w/2MB  EDO  RAM 
Acerview  14’  34T  0.28dp  SVGA  Monitor 
Mid  15’  Tower  w/230  watts  CSA  Approved 
104  Keys  Windows  95  Keyboard 
Logitech  2-B  (OEM)  w/pad 
10X  IDE  CD-ROM 
SB  - 16  pnp 

60  watts  MU  - 691  Speakers 

We  Also  REPAIR  and  REFILL i TONER  for  AH  makes  of  PRINTERS  and  PHOTO  COPIERS 
“FREE  Estimation  Fee." 


Sony  100SX  0.25dp  15’  SVGA  Monitor 
Mid  19’  Tower  w/230  Watts  CSA  Approved 
Fujitsu  8725  Windows  95  Keyboard 
Logitech  2-B  (OEM)  w/pad 
10X  IDE  CD-ROM 
SB  - 16  pnp 

60  watts  MU  - 691  Speakers 


Monitors 


' SONY  100SX  0.25dp  $540 

* SONY  100SF  0.25dp  $629 

' SONY  CPD-200SX 17" $950 

' SONY  CPD-200SF 17* $1200 

' MAG  M500  0.25  15’ $680 

* MAG  M700  025  17* $975 

* NEC  M500  15*  (Multimedia)  $610 

-NECC500  15*  $539 

* NEC  M700  17*  (Multimedia)  $1090 

* NEC  P750  ir0.25dp $1425 


•VIEWSONIC  15GA  (Multimedia) $575 

* VIEWSONIC  15GS $499 

* VIEWSONIC  17EA  (Multimedia)  0.28dp  $825 

* VIEWSONIC  17GA  (Multimedia)  0.27dp  $899 

•VIEWSONIC  17GS $849 

•VIEWSONIC  17PS  $975 

•ACER 54E  15*  $399 

* ACER  56E 15"  $430 

* ACER  76IE  ir027dp  $735 

* ACER  78IE 17"  0.26dp  $875 


Sales  Repairs  and  Upgrades  Centre 
All  Work  Guaranteed 


PROFESSIONAL  LEVEL  SYSTEMS 

P-PRO  180MHz Call  P-PRO  200MHz 


.Call 


Pentium  Pro  ATx  w/256K  Internal  Cache 
Intel  Pentium  processor  w/  Fan  H.S. 

32  MB  60nSec  EDO  72  pin  Memory 
Panasonic  1 .44  MB 
2.1  GB  Fast  EIDE,  Mode  4 Hard  Drive 
ATI  3-D  PROTURBO  / Matrox  Mystique  w/4MB  SG  RAM 
MAG  DX  700  17"  0.25dp  Nl,  LR 
ATx  Mid-Tower  19"  w/CSA  Approved  P.S. 

Fujitsu  8725  104  Keys  Windows  95’  K.B. 
Logitech  2-B  w/Pad 


MONTHLY  SPECIALS 


* IOMEGA  ZIP  DRIVE  100  MB  S255 

* IDE  12X  CD-ROM  IDE  $155 

* VIEWSONIC  15ES  0 28dp  . . $445 

* NEC  15XVt $545 


Printers 


$165 


* USR  33.6  S/R/Fax/Voice 

(OEM) 

•SUPRA  EXPRESS  33.6 
S/R/Fax/Voice  (OEM)  $125 


* Canon  BJ-4100 $295 

* Canon  BJ-240  Color  Bubble  jet  $245 

’ HP  690C  Deskjet  Color  printer $460 

* HP  820  Cxi  Deskjet  Color  printer $540 

* HP  870  Cxi  Deskjet  Color  pnnter $679 

* HP  5L,  600dpi  4ppm $639 

* HP  6p/6mp,  600dpi  8ppm  $1025/1295 


English/Chinese  Talking  Dictionaries 


“ CLEARANCE" 

EC-9001S $360 

EC-9001SN  $355 

EC  - 9001C $350 

EC  • 9888  $450 

GA  - 2888  $500 


' MOTOROLA 33.6 Ext S/R/Fax  ..$199 
•MACOM 15’  Digital  w/LCD 
0 28dp  SVGA  $359 


Multimedia 


* Panasonic  12X  IDE  $165 

* ACER  10X/12X $145/155 

*SB  AWE  64 'Retail  Box* $255 

* SB  • 32  pnp  (OEM)  $135 

* SB  • 16  pnp  w/o  IDE  Interface  $80 

* SB  - 16  pnp  w/lDE  Interface $85 

* MU  • 691  60  watts  speakers  $22 

' Desktop  Microphone  $12 

* EP  • 120  120  watts  speakers $48 


Hard  Drives 


WD  1.2  GB  EIDE  10mSecMode4 $255 

WD  1.6  GB  EIDE  10mSecMode4 $285 

WD  2.1  GB  EIDE  lOmSec  Mode  4 $345 

WD  2.5  GB  EIDE  lOmSec  Mode  4 $375 

WD  3.1  GB  EIDE  lOmSec  Mode  4 $315 

QTM  2.1GB /2.5  GB  $340/365 

Fujsu  1.28  GB $245 


canon  xj\  brother 

Prices  are  based  on  COD  only  and  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


FUJITSU 
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OOL 

OMFORTABLE 

EYBOARDING 


Soothe  Wrist  Pain  with  Slip-on 


/ Wrist  Supports 


recommended  by 
hand  therapists 

$ 1 5 'B 

per  single  (l/R)  plus  tax,  S&H 

Call  604-689-3626  / 1-800-567-1977 
Keyboarders  ** 

for  Kool,  Komfortable, 
Keyboarding  on  the  internet 

http://www.jdeos.wis.net/mmitt.  html 


Use  utilities  to  tune  up 
your  QJin95  machine 


• • By  ALAN  ZISMAN  • • 

If  an  operating  system  like  Windows  95, 
OS/2,  or  the  Mac  OS  is  the  engine  that 
determines  how  your  computer  runs,  then 
using  utilities  is  like  getting  the  oil 
changed,  the  engine  tuned,  or  having  an 
Automobile  Association  membership — 
with  someone  to  call  if  the  darn  thing  just 
won’t  start  up. 

As  with  a car,  some  of  us  will  want  to  spend 
a lot  of  time  fussing  with  gening  it  to  kx>k,  feel, 
and  run  just  the  way  we  want,  while  others 
will  be  happy  with  it  just  the  way  it  came  from 
the  factory,  and  will  want  to  do  the  mini- 
mum—so  long  as  it  keeps  running. 

Windows  95  celebrated  its  first  birthday  on 
August  24— which  is  enough  time  for  users 
to  have  discovered  its  strengths  and  weak- 
nesses, and  for  software  companies  to  release 
products  to  try  and  fill  the  perceived  gaps.  In 
fact,  with  a number  of  these  products  now 
into  a second  generation  of  release,  it’s  a 
good  time  to  take  a lcx>k  at  some  of  what’s 
available. 


First  of  all,  what’s  in  the  box?  like  earlier  ver- 
sions of  DOS  and  Windows,  Win95  includes 
several  utilities  right  in  the  package: 
DriveSpace  2 lets  users  compress  their  hard 
drives;  Defrag  optimizes  disks,  improving  per- 
formance by  putting  fragmented  files  back 
together,  and  Scandisk  checks  for  file  system 
and  physical  errors. 

While  they'  all  work  as  advertised,  they’re 
pretty  basic  versions  (if  you  have  nothing  bet- 
ter. by  all  means,  use  them— in  fact,  use  Defrag 
and  Scandisk  regularly).  Unlike  DOS  6,  though, 
for  example,  Win95  includes  no  anti-virus  pro- 
gram. 

Norton  Utilities  = peace  of  mind 

Symantec's  Norton  Utilities  package  has,  for 
years,  provided  industrial-strength  tools,  first  for 
DOS,  then  for  Windows. 

Their  Win95  version  lias  just  been  released  as 
a new  version  2.0,  which  supports  Microsoft’s 
new  FAT32  for  hard  disks  larger  than  2 gigabytes. 
It  continues  to  provide  a strong  set  of  replace- 
ments for  many  of  the  core  Win95  utilities. 

SpeedDisk,  in  particular.  Ls  much  more  func- 
tional than  Microsoft’s  IX-frag,  allowing  users  to 


sort  folders  and  files,  for  example,  and,  by  opti- 
mizing the  swap  file,  improve  performance 

I’m  not  convinced,  however,  that 
Norton  Disk  Doctor  is  much  of  an 
improvement  over  Win95’s  built-in 
Scandisk. 

Norton  beefs  up  Recy  cle  Bin  for  users  who 
delete  files  from  the  DOS  prompt— the  stan- 
dard Recycle  Bin  does  not  provide  any  pro- 
tection for  thos«  IihJuucu  DOS  versions 
of  many  utilities  provide  protection  against 
the  possibility  that  Win95  just  won’t  start 
While  many  users  won’t  need  to  use  most  of 
this  package  regularly,  its  major  benefit  is  to 
provide  peace  of  mind— knowing  that  its 
protection  is  on  hand  in  case  anything  major 
goes  wrong. 

Microsoft's  Plus! — or  minus? 

Released  at  the  same  time  as  the  cote  Win95 
package.  Microsoft’s  Plus’  package  includes  an 
odd  mix  of  useful  bits  and  fluff.  DriveSpace  3 lets 
users  create  compressed  partitions  as  big  as  2 
GB,  compared  to  the  5 1 2 MB  limit  for  the  Stan- 
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WE  DO  WINDOWS 

(95  That  is!) 

CLEAN  UP  WITH 
THESE  SAVINGS 

KILLER  WINDOWS  95  W/CP 

The  best  troubleshooting  & Sug.  price  53  99 
Optimizing  advice  available  O'®**1®  $19.99 

UNDERSTANDING  WINDOWS  95 

A thorough  introduction  Sug.  price  33.99 

to  Win  95  «■"«  $5.99 

UPGRADING  TO  WINDOWS  95  - SYBEX 

Written  Specifically  for  Su9  P"ce  30.99 

Win  3.1  Users  * 0URPt,a  $5.99 
INSIDE  WINDOWS  95  W/CD 

Master  the  advanced  Sug.  price  54.95 

technologies  of  Win  95  OUtPWCl  $19.99 


IT  S TIME  TO  VISIT 


HALF 

PRICE 


COMPUTER 


CONNECTING  WITH  WINDOWS  95  W/CD 

Connect  your  PC  to  Su9  Pr'ce  33.99 

the  World  0WP*,CI  $5.99 

Ifs  the  name  of  our  store 

* Special  pricing  applies  to  Feb  28th  or  while  quantities  last $ & it's  our  commitment  to  you! 


HALF  PRICE  COMPUTER  BOOKS  - Alderbridge  Place 


No.3  Road  at  Alderbridge  Way,  Richmond 
#122  - 4940  No.3  Road  V6X  3N8 


VISA 


L 


J 


Open  till  9:00  Wed,  Thurs,  Fri 

Visit  our  Website  (under  construction)  http://half-price.computer-books.com/ 

Mail  orders  welcome!  Call  231-1922  Toll  Free  1-888-663-0063 


N & K MULTIMEDIA  SYSTEM 


Basic 


MMX  P200  $2279 
MMX  PI 66  $20*9 
Intel  P200  $20*9 
Intel  P«66  $t*99 
Intel  P133  $1629 
Intel  PI 20  $1519 
AMD  Pi33  $1499 

256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
16  MB  FDO  RAM  (60ns) 

WD  1.2  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1 .44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
ATI  Mach  64  w/l  MB  & MPEG 
Acer  14"  SVGA  Monitor  28dpi 
19"  Tower  Case  w/230  Watt  P.S. 
Mitsumi  Keyboard  & Mouse 
33.6  Voice  Modem  for  Windows 
16-Bit  PnP  Sound  Card 
8X  CD-ROM  & 80W  Speakers 
MS  Windows  95  Full  Version  CD 


Standard 


MMX  P200  $2519 
MMX  PI66  $2319 
Intel  P200  $2319 
Intel  PI66  $2129 
Intel  PI33  $1*69 
Intel  P«20  $1739 
AMD  P133  $1729 

256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
16  MB  EDO  RAM  (60ns) 

WD  2.1  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1.44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
ATI  Mach  64  w/2  MB  & MPEG 
Acer  1 5"  Digital  Control  Monitor 
19"  Tower  Case  w/230  Watt  P.S. 
Mitsumi  Keyboard  & Mouse 
33.6  Voice  Modem  for  Windows 
SoundBlaster  16  PnP  Sound  Card 
I2X  CD-ROM  & SOW  Speakers 
MS  Windows  95  Full  Version  CD 


Two  years  parts  8c  latonr  warranty.  Leasing  available! 


Professional 


MMX  P200  $2919 
MMX  PI66  $2719 
Intel  P200  $2719 
Intel  Pf66  $2519 
Intel  Pf  33  $2259 
Intel  PI20  $2129 
AMD  PI33  $2119 

512K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache 
32  MB  EDO  RAM  (60ns) 

WD  3.1  GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
1 .44  MB  Floppy  Drive 
ATI  3D  Xpression+  w/2  MB 
Acer  1 5"  Digital  Control  Monitor 
19"  Tower  Case  w/230  Watt  P.S. 
Mitsumi  Keyboard  & Mouse 
US  Robotics  33.6  Voice  Modem 
SoundBlaster  32  PnP  Sound  Card 
I2X  CD-ROM  & 80W'  Speakers 
MS  Windows  95  Full  Version  CD 


Hard  Drive 

Western  Digital  4 0 GB  S599 
Western  Digital  3.1  GB  $419 
Western  Digital  2.5  GB  $389 
Western  Digital  2.1  GB  S339 
Western  Digital  1.6  GB  $299 
Western  Digital  1.2  GB  $269 

ATI  SVGA  Card 

ATI  Mach  64  w/2  MB  $99 
Video  Boost  w/2  MB  $115 
3DXprcssion+  w/2  MB  $155 
3DXpression+  PC2TV  $175 
TV-Tuner  for  ATI  $149 


Monitor 

Proview  14"  $259 


$295 

$385 

$379 

$490 

$765 


Acer  14" 

Acer  15" 

Daytek  15" 

MAG  15" 

MAG  17" 

Voice  Modem 

Zoltrix  14.4  $59 
Zoltrix  33.6  $99 
(ForP100&  W95) 
Supra  33.6  $135 
USR  33.6  $165 


PnP  Sound  Card 

ESS  Chipset  16-Bit  $45 
SoundBlaster  16  $95 

SoundBlaster  32  $145 
SoundBlaster  64  $295 

CO-ROM  Bundle 

SoundBlaster  16  2X  $165 
CD-ROM  8X  $259 
80W  Speakers  12XS279 

Printer 

BJC-240  360dpi  Color  S249 
HL-630  300dpi  Laser  $355 
HL-730  600dpi  Laser  S459 


Laptop 

Pentium  1 20  CPU 
16  MB  EDO  RAM 
1.08  GB  Hard  Drive 
10.4"  Color  Screen 
16-Bit  Sound  System 
6X  CD-ROM 
MS  Windows  95  CD 

$2969 

Pentium  133  +$125 

TFT  Screen  +$265 
33.6  Fax  Modem  +S 1 95 


M$l.  k rAMniifASrCt  **  95  Tel/Fax:  (604)325-9258 

€»  n VUIlipUICr  Open  M-F  11-6  Sat  11-5,  Holidays  Closed 
#207-4968  Victoria  Drive.  Vancouver,  BC,  V5P  3T7  (Near  34th  Ave)  nkc@skybus.com 

Prices  & specifications  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Cash  & certified  cheque  only. 
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dard  DriveSpace.  It  can  also  be  used  to  minimize 
drive  space  lost  to  duster  slack.  With  big,  cheap 
hard  disks,  however,  drive  compression  is  much 
less  necessary.  System  Agent  runs  in  the  back- 
ground, automatically  running  other  utilities 
such  as  ScanDisk  or  Defrag,  at  set  times  when 
the  computer  is  otherwise  idle. 

Aside  from  these,  Plus!  consists  of  cute  frills 
only— desktop  themes  that  provide  sets  of 
sounds,  icons,  and  wallpaper,  a nice  pinball 
game;  an  obsolete  version  of  the  Internet 
Explorer  Web  browser  (the  current  version  can 
be  obtained  for  free  from 
http://Www.microsoft.com/).  For  most  users, 
this  is  not  a must-buy. 

Every  Win95  user,  however,  should  get  a copy 
of  Microsoft’s  free  PoweiToys.This  collection  of 
mini-utilities  is  available  at  http://www. 
microsoftcom/windows/software/^^ 
and  was  written  by  Win95  programmers  in  their, 
no  doubt,  copious  free  time. 

The  TweakUl  utility  is,  perhaps,  the  most  use- 
ful. It  adds  itself  to  the  Control  Panel,  and  allows 
users  to  tweak  the  Win95  desktop  and  boot 
process.  The  SendTo  utility'  makes  copying  and 
moving  files  with  Explorer  or  My  Computer 
much  more  efficient. 

While  at  Microsoft's  Web  site,  go  to  http 7/ 
www.  microsoft.  com/winck ) ws/software/updates 
htm  and  check  for  the  latest  patches  and  updates. 
Some  are  only  needed  with  obscure  hardware 
combinatxxis,  but  they  ’re  well  described — if  any 
look  useful,  get  them  and  apply  them. 


Little  byte  lies? 

Microsoft  claims  that  Win95  can  run  on  a 
machine  with  as  little  as  4 MB  of  RAM.  That’s 
true— sort  of.  It  will  install  and  start  up,  but  “run?” 

Win95  starts  to  be  usable  at  8 MB  of  RAM,  and 
16  MB  allows  fairly  reasonable  performance. 
Even  with  the  recent  drop  in  RAM  prices,  many 
users  still  have  8 MB  installed,  and  many  note- 
book users  are  stuck  with  machines  that  remain 
difficult  or  expensive  to  upgrade. 

RAM  compression  software  has  been  popular, 
and  reasonably  effective  on  the  Macintosh  plat- 
form for  several  years— and  several  such  prod- 
ucts were  released  late  in  1994  for  Windows  3.1, 
and  later  Win95.  Many  users  felt  that  the  prod- 
ucts did  not  perform  as  promised,  however.  In 
fact,  market  leader  SoftRam  95  was  taken  off  the 
shelves,  after  impartial  reviews  suggested  that  it 
did  little  or  nothing. 

Helix  Hurricane  doesn’t  promise  to  “double 
your  RAM."  It  does,  however,  use  compression 
technology  to  effectively  increase  Windows  per- 
formance (both  Win  3 .1  and  Win  95  versions  are 
included  in  the  package).  It  does  this  by  finding 
little-used  pieces  of  memory  (on  your  video 
card,  for  example),  and  using  these  for  a com- 
pressed RAM  cache  to  be  used  prior  to  the  swap 
disk  on  your  hard  drive.  Normally',  when  it  runs 
low  on  RAM  .Windows  uses  the  swap  disk  space, 
which  is  much  slower  than  real  RAM.By  using  its 
cache  first.  Hurricane  provides  more  effective 
RAM,  with  better  performance. 

Desktop  Win95  users  with  8 MB  of  standard 
RAM  will  be  better  off  simply  buying  more  RAM 

continued  on  page  44 


•ihamp* 

JetRanr 

SONY. 


*»>#  WIT 


§ AMQUEST. 


OEM  Mouse  Pad,  Mouse,  Power  Bar  available. 
" FullMark"  ribbon  BC  exclusive  distributor. 


Dealer  Only 


#120-13751  Mayfield  Place,  Richmond,  B.C.  Canada  V6V  2G9 
Ph:(604)278-2811  Fax:(604)278-1211  toll  free:  1-800  567-7227 


II 


m 


r l 


$fp  95/m  MTM7EAce£5S 

OR 

9. 95 zm 


IP 


FULL 

T1 


482-1190 


* NO  SETUP  fee 

* tech  support 

* LOW  USER  TO  LINE  RATIO 

* MODEM  SPEEDS  OE  33. 6 KBPS 

* SOFTWARE  INCLUDED 


http://lightspeed.bc.ca/ 

Division  of  Warlight  Industries  Inc.  - since  1987  infO@lightspeed.bC.C3 
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AdvanPlus 

No.5, 1161  The  High  Street, 
Coquitlam,  B.C. 

Tel  (604)  942-9633  Fax  (604)  942-9613 
Business  Hours:  Mon-Fri  10:00-6:00 
Sat  & Sun  11:00*5:00 


Computer 

Monthly  Special 

PCI  / ISA  Motherboard 
256K  pipelined  burst  cache 
8 MB  EDO  RAM,  ext.  to  128  MB 
1.08  GB  EIDEHD 


Pentium  Systems 

PCI  / ISA  Motherboard 
256K  pipelined  burst  cache 
16  MB  EDO  RAM,  ext.  to  128  MB 
1.6  GB  EIDE  Mode  4 HD 
1.44  MB  Floppy 
PCI  1MB  SVGA  w/MPEG 
15"  Monitor 
104  Win‘95  keyboard 
2 or  3 button  mouse 
Mini-Tower  case,  230W  PS 

P120  P133  PI 50 

$1288  $1398  $1468 


1.44  MB  Floppy 

PCI  1MB  SVGA  w/MPEG 

14"  Monitor 

104  Win'95  keyboard 

2 or  3 button  mouse 

Mini-Tower  case,  230W  PS 

Intel  Pentium-133 


Call  us  for  more  information 
of  the  various  parts 

• CPU  & Mainboards 

• Hard  Drives 

• Memory 

• Monitors 

• Modems 

• CD-ROM  & Sound  Cards 

• Cases/Keyboards/Mouses 

• Printers 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Calf  for  the  daily  price. 
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before  prices  rise  again.  Notebook  users, 
faced  with  higher  prices,  may  want  to  give 
this  product  a look. 

It's  flu  season 

Computer  viruses  arc  hack — in  a new  form. 
Macro  viruses,  originally  affecting  Microsoft 
Woni  documents,  but  now  in  varieties  for 
Microsoft  Excel  and  other  products,  arc  account- 
ing for  increasing  proportions  of  infections. 
Unlike  traditional  viruses,  these  can  infect  your 
system  through  an  infected  document,  and  some 
forms  can  be  spread  between  Macs  and  PCs. 

For  that  reason,  it’s  more  important  than  ever 
to  get  a virus  checker,  and  to  ensure  that  it’s  fre- 
quently updated  to  cope  with  the  latest  infec- 
tions. Last  year’s  model  simply  isn’t  very  useful. 

The  new  version  2.0  of  Symantec’s  Norton 
AntiVirus  (AttV)  for  Win95  (also  available  in 
Windows  3.1,WinNT,  and  Macintosh  versions) 
has  a neat  feature  (shared  with  the  latest 
Norton  Utilities').  With  Live  Update,  a single- 
click logs  onto  Symantec’s  BBS  or  Web  site, 
checks  for  any  new  virus  definitions,  down- 
loads, and  installs  the  update.  By  making  it  easi- 
er to  keep  the  utility  up  to  date,  it  makes  virus 
infections  more  unlikely. 

Despite  this  big  plus,  it’s  difficult  to  recom- 
mend NAV  without  qualification.  Competitor 
McAfee,  creator  of  the  popular  shareware 
VirusScan  (available  in  DOS,  Win  3.1,andWin95 
versions)  has  taken  Symantec  to  court.  McAfee 
suggests  that  Symantec  advertising,  claiming  that 


NAV  recognizes  and  removes  the  most  macro 
viruses,  is  misleading— that,  in  fact,  independent 
tests  show  that  VirusScan  removes  more  of  the 
viruses  that  arc  actually  found  “in  the  wild." 

Some  people  wear  both  belts  and  sus- 
penders. With  viruses,  there’s  no  such  thing  as 
too  safe— get  several  products,  and  use  and 
update  them  regularly. 

What's  left? 

We  haven’t  covered  anywhere  near  all  avail- 
able products— there  arc  at  least  200  Win95 
utility  packages.We  haven’t  even  mentioned  all 
product  categories,  not  even  what’s  available 
in  the  Win95  box.  We  will  be  running  addi- 
tional reviews  of  other  utilities  products  in 
upcoming  issues.  ♦ 

i — info 


Symantec  Norton  Utilities,  SI 50. 

Symantec  Norton  AntiVirus,  $70, 

For  more  Info,  contort  Symantec  Corporation: 
1-000-441-7254;  http://www.symantec.com/ 
Microsoft  Plus!,  560. 

Microsoft  PowerToys,  free.  Microsoft  Corporation: 
1-600-426-9400;  http://www.mlcrosoft.com/ 
Helix  Hurricane,  $79;  For  more  info  contact  Helix 
Software:  1 -800-45 1-0551; 
http://www.hellxsoftware.com/ 

McAfee  VlnaScon,  565.  For  more  Info,  contact 
McAfee  Associates;  1*00  866-6585; 
http://www.mcafee.com 


* Proudly  supp^the 

lst&  most  powerful 
internet  HomePoge 
“www.superwebsite.com' 


' $20  UnimitedAccess 

• T1  Connection 

• Worid  Wide  Web 

• Web  Development 

• EMail 

• Newsnet 

• FTP 


’Traning 

• Internet  Concept 

* HTML  webpage  design 

• Pie-Occupational  DTP 

* Network  Technologies 
- LAN  i 
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lllatch  out  for  bad  macros! 


I had  just  finished  filing  an  article  to  this 
publication  rnhen  the  phone  rang  and  IHara 
ashed  me.  “Did  gou  hnorn  about  the  Macro?" 


• • By  BRANDI  JASMINE  • • 

Macro?  Uhoh.  I scrambled  through  my  files, 
sweeping  and  cleaning,  and  thankfully,  this 
time,  avoided  a disaster.  Like  many  computer 
users.  I’d  heard  of  macros,  but  had  not  paid 
much  attention  to  the  files  I downloaded 
from  e-mail  or  Web  sites,  until  it  was  too  late. 

“Macros"  are  features  in  word-processing 
programs  {Word  or  WordPerfect,  for  exam- 
ple) that  automate  functions.  They  were 
designed  to  reduce  the  need  for  commonly- 
repeated  keystrokes,  but  anti-social  individu- 
als have  created  macros  that  can  damage 
data  and  programs.  They  infect  documents, 
not  executable  programs  (as  most  viruses 
do),  and  they  are  rapidly  becoming  the  most 
common  form  of  viral  infection — probably 
because  they  are  simpler  to  create  than  their 
executable  cousins. 

Some  tips 

Insist  that  Internet  correspondents  send 


messages  as  plain-text  e-mail. There  is  seldom 
a real  need  for  word  pro- 
cessing and  font  faces  in 
most  e-mail  communica- 
tion. Accept  DOC  or  WP* 
attachments  only  from 
those  people  you  know  and 
trust,  and  check  them 
immediately  for  macros. 

They  may  never  intentional- 
ly send  you  a bad  macro, 
but  they  may  not  be  cau- 
tious, until,  like  me,  they 
have  already  experienced 
an  infected  document. 

Immediately  erase  any  unso- 
licited document  that 
comes  as  an  attachment, 
especially  if  it  has  a saucy 
headline. 

Tell  your  e-mail  compan- 
ions that  they  can  easily  import  word- 


processed  files  to  their  Windows-based  pro- 
grams. Open  your  word  processor  and  e-mail 
program.  You  can  hit  ALT-TAB  to  move 
between  the  programs.  In  the  word  proces- 
sor, highlight  the  text  you  wish  to  copy,  then 
click  on  File,  Copy.ALT-TAB  to  the  e-mail  pro- 
gram, and  click  on  File,  Paste.  Viola\  No 
attachment  required. 

If  you  think  you  have  been  infected  by  a 
macro,  you  may  have  to 
check  all  your  documents 
for  infection.  In  Word , 
click  on  Tools,  then 
Macro,  and  delete  any 
macros  you  may  find  in 
‘All  Active  Templates." 
That  will  prevent  further 
spread  of  the  macro,  but 
check  your  stored  docu- 
ments first.  There  are  no 
macros  in  the  default  set- 
tings, so  delete  them  all  if 
you  have  not  created 
them  yourself. 

Get  protection 

The  ON  Guard  Firewall 
Center 
(http://www.on.com/)  is  a 
Web  site  dedicated  to  pro- 
tecting your  network  from  Internet  hackers. 


You  can  learn  about  Internet  security  risks, 
the  techniques  hackers  use,  and  how  to  pro- 
tect your  network.  They  have  a program 
called  VirusTrack  that  installs  as  a plug-in  to 
Word , which  can  scan  every  document  on 
your  PC  or  Novell-based  network. 

The  program  is  extremely  user-friendly,  and 
can  sit  silently  in  the  background,  checking 
Word  documents  as  they  are  opened,  or  it 
can  be  set  to  scan  the  complete  drive. A start- 
up scan  took  approximately  ten  minutes  dur- 
ing a test,  but  successfully  found  the 
“Concept"  Macro  on  several  files  that  were 
believed  to  be  clean. There  is  no  loss  of  data 
and  no  trace  left  of  the  virus. 

VirusTrack  checks  for  Wazzu,  Concept 
(also  known  as  “Prank"),  “Nuclear,"  and 
“FormatC  "The  current  version  of  VirusTrack 
does  not  check  for  unknown  virus  types,  but 
updates  are  available  to  registered  owners 
for  a period  of  one  year. The  program  is  a lit- 
tle pricey  ($520  for  a ten-user  licence),  but  it 
may  be  worth  it  for  network  administrators 
who  want  something  simple  and  integrated 
for  their  less-experienced  users.  “ Office  91 
will  share  macros  across  the  suite,"  points 
out  ON  Technology  spokesman  Steve 
Guthrie.  “It’s  gonna  be  really  nasty  when 
macros  written  for  Word  begin  to  operate  in 
Excel  and  PowerPoint " ♦ 


They  infect 
documents, 
...and  they 
are  rapidly 
becominy  the 
most  common 
form  of  viral 
infection 
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imaging  evolution" 


Computer 


Looking  for  a Scanner? 

EPSON  ESI OOOC  Scanner 

Lowest  priced  scanner  able  to 
output  high  quality  images. 

EPSON  Expression  636 

Top  rated  scanner.. .EPSON’S  strength 
is  being  able  to  mass  produce  quality.  $ 1 320 

Polariod  SprintScan35  LE 
For  35mm  slides  and  negatives  $999 

Wacom 

ArtPads 


4th  Avenue 

5th  Avenue 

E N j 

| 

Partung  I.  | L 

|J  X 

TncJra 

1 A 

5 

O 

Broadway 

Optional 
Black  Box  & 
Painter  4 Bundle 


Monday  - Friday 
9AM  - 5PM 

Jaz  disks 
Zip  disks 


EPSON 
Color  Printer 
Warranty  repair  center 
& Parts  sales 


How  about  one  of 
the  best  Ink  Jets? 

EPSON  Stylus  500 

This  is  going  to  be  the  biggest  selling 
printer  ever  - come  in  and  see  why. 

EPSON  Stylus  PRO  XL 

13"  x 19"  Photographic  printer 
Now  includes  Live  Picture  SE. 

EPSON  Stylus  PRO 

Same  technology  as  the  PRO  XL  but 
at  a fraction  the  cost. 

EPSON  Stylus'!  500 

1 7"  x 22’  in  full  color. 


EPSON  Warranty  Service  - Sales  - Supplies  - Parts 

203  1836  West  5th  Avenue  - Vancouver  - 733-5702 
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ACCA 

ACCESS 

PRODUCTION  INC. 


140-3757  Jocombs  Rd . Richmond,  B C Conodo  V6V  2R3 

Tel:  (604)  278-6227  Fax:  (604)  278-8627 

Modem  (604)  278-6207  eMail  occo©occopre  press  com 
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Big  firms  snapping  up 
bright  Canadians 


• • By  CHRISTOPHER  CULY  • • 

The  University  of  Waterloo  has  become  some- 
what of  a “superstore"  lor  companies  looking  for 
highly  skilled  high-tech  empkjyees. 

Recent  figures  show  that  the  university  pro- 
duces one-third  of  Canada’s  math  graduates  and 
one-fifth  of  the  country’s  computer  scientists.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  campus  has  become  the  recruit- 
ment fo cus  for  major  North  American  firms. 
Starting  with  Microsoft  Corp.  in  1991,  which  runs 
its  largest  coop  program  at  the  Ontario  campus, 
the  U of  Waterloo  has  seen  corporate  human- 
resources  types  tripping  over  themselves  to  grab 
grads  within  minutes  of  convocation. 

In  1995,  50  US  firms  came  calling.  This  year; 
100.  One,  San  Jose-based  Cypress 
Semiconductors  Inc.,  hired  its  first  students  five 
years  ago.  This  year,  according  to  the  Ottawa 
Citizen , 184  Waterloo  students  applied  fcw  5 co- 
op positions  at  the  company’s  memory  chip- 
design  centre  in  northeastern  Mississippi. 

From  now  on,  says  Randy  Hiltpoki,  head  of  the 
design  centre, “we  11  he  there  every  year" 

Besides  an  industry  -wide  belief  that  Canadian 
high-tech  specialists  are  better  than  their  US 
counterparts,  a depleting  personnel  supply  in  the 
face  of  growing  demand  has  American  compa- 
nies flocking  north  of  the  border.  For  instance, 


the  number  of  computer-science  graduates  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States  is  25,000,  down  by 
5,000  since  1989-  Of  that  total,  about  3.500  are 
Canadian  grads  from  applied  and  computer  sci- 
ences, as  well  as  electrical,  electronic,  and  com- 
puter engineering 

In  Canada,  Nortel  takes  about  700  of  the  grads, 
while  the  rest  are  shared  between  such  industry 
heavyweights  as  Cord  Corp.,  Mitd  Corp.,  and 
Newbridge  Networks  Corp.  Still,  the  numlxrr  of 
available  technical  bodies  is  not  nearly  enough  to 
fill  the  huge  number  of  software-related  job 
vacancies  in  Canada. 

Too  many  Jobs? 

According  to  the  Ottawa-based  Software 
Human  Resources  Council,  20,000  positions 
remain  unfilledThat  shouldn’t  be  a surprise,  with 
many  of  Canada’s  newly  employable  flighted  lies 
being  lured  south  of  the  border — wliere  curren- 
cy-exchange rates  make  starting  salaries  more 
appealing.  In  many  cases,  Canadian  computer  sci- 
ence grads  start  with  a US$50,000  salary,  com- 
pared to  the  Canadian  standard  in  the  high 
Can$30,000  range. 

Most  US  companies  typically  sweeten  die  deal 
for  Canadian  recruits  by  dimwing  in  such  incen- 
tives as  reimbursable  relocation  expenses,  paying 
for  US  work  permits,  and  opportunities  to  buy 
into  corporate  stock  plans.  ♦ 


UADI  Internet 


$18.88  Monthly 

■ T1  Connection 

■ $18.88  Unlimited/one  month 

■ E-mail  to  pager  service  (optional) 

■ Roaming  Internet  Service  (optional) 

■ Free  set-up  software  and  manual 

We  also  sell  Cantel  pagers! 

business  customers  are  welcome! 


.11  M D I TELECOM  (CANADA)  LTD 

ill  ( ini£*)  tm&n 

Your  Sweet  Home  http://www.mdi.ca 
700  - 1080  Howe  Street,  Vancouver,  Canada  V6Z  2T1 

Tel:  (604)  602-9168  Fax:  (604)  602-9108 


BEST 
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Infowave  Computer  Inc. 

Tell  604.273.1368  1 780-43 1 1 Hazelbridge  Way,  Richmond,  BCV6X3L7 

(Within  Parker  Place  Mall  with  2nd  entrance  at  4380  No.  3 Road) 

Fax:  604.278.5268  Business  Hour:  Mon-Sat:  10-7,  Sun:  11-7 

Email:  ici@axionet.com  WWW:  http://www.parkerplace.com/infowave/ 


Cambie  Road 


Burger  King 


tN 


/c/-l 

Parker  Place 

Shopping  Centre 
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Lansdowne  Mall 


8MB  72pin  EDO  $38  Sceptre  Notebook  o O O O 
SoundBlaster  AWE  64  $248  P133/16M/1G/6xCDd£OOQ 

MMX-1 66  / 200  +$280/$480  (upgrade  from  P-166 ) 


Canon  LBP-460 

Laser  Printer,  600dpi,  4ppm  Qyf  O 
with  system  purchase,  only 

BJC-4100coior  $308 


All  ICI  systems  come  with  5-year  labor  & 2-year  parts  warranty  ! 


Pentium-1 33MHz\Pentium-1 66MHz\Pentium  Pro  180 


■Intel  Pentium  133MHz  CPU 
■Triton  II 430VX/256K  Pipeline  Cache 
■16MB  60ns  EDO  RAM  (up  to  128MB) 


■1.3GB  E-IDE  HDD  l Mode  4} 

■PCI  2MB  64bit  MPEG  SVGA  Card 

■15"  N-l  L-R  SVGA  Monitor 


-1.44MB  3.5' FDD 
-104  (Windows  95)  Keyboard 
-Mid-size  Tower  Case  & 230W  P/S 
-MS-Comp.  Mouse  + Pad 

• Panasonic  8x  CD-ROM 
SoundBlaster  16  Sound  Card 


-60W  Amp.  Stereo  Speakers 
-Encyclopedia'96  & 25  Games 


Lease: 
$52/mth* 


Upgrade  Options:  | Software  Options: 


Pent-150  (from  P-133) 
32MB  RAM  (from  16M) 
1.7G  HD  (from  1.28G) 
Acer  33.6  Voice/Fax/M 


+$50  Windows  95  (Release  2)  $1 30 
+$90  OS/2  Warp /Merlin  $120/290 
+$40  Corel  WordPerfect  Suite  $160 
$140  MS  Office  Pro  (Wln'95)  $480 


•Intel  Pentium  166MHz  CPU 
■Triton  II 430VX/256K  Pipeline  Cache 
-16MB  60ns  EDO  RAM  (up  to  12MB1 

-f .7GB  E-/DE  HDD  (Mode i ) 

■ML  64  2MB  EDO  MPEG  Card 

-15"  A/-/  L-ft  SVGA  Monitor 

-1  44MB  3.5- FDD 
-104  (Windows  95)  Keyboard 
-Mid-size  Tower  Case 
■Logitech  Mouse  + Pad 
^Panasonic  8x  CD-ROM 

-SoundBlaster  IS.  BnE 

-60W  Amp.  Stereo  Speakers 
-Encyclopedia'96  & 25  Games 


Lease: 

$60/mth* 


MMX-166  +$280 
MMX-200  +$480 


Upgrade  Options:  ■ Software  Options: 


Up  to  51 2K  P.B.  Cache  +$40  Windows  95  (Release  2)  $1 30 
32MB  RAM  (from  16M)  +$90  OS/2  Warp  / Merlin  $120/290 
2.1G  HD  (from  1.7G)  +$50  Corel  WordPerfect  Suite  $160 

Supra  33.6  Voice/Fax/M  $140  MS  Office  Pro  (Win‘95)  $480 


-Pentium  Pro  180MHz  w/  256K  Cache 
•Intel  Venus  ATX  orAsus  ATX  M/B 
•32MB  60ns  EDO  RAM  /up  to  128MB) 

-2JGB  E-/DE  HDD  (Mods.  41 
-All  64  2MB  EDO  MPEG  Card 

-15"  A/-/  L-R  SVGA  Monitor 

-ATX  Tower  w/  235W  ATX  P/S 
-1.44MB  3.5' FDD 
-104  (Windows  95)  Keyboard 

•Logitech  Mouse  + Pad 
Panasonic  12x  CDzROM 
Soundblaster  16  PnP  Sound  Card 

-60 W Amp.  Stereo  Speakers 


Lease: 
$83/mth* 


Upgrade  Options: 


64MB  RAM  (from  32M)  +$190 
2.5G  HD  (from  2.1  G)  +$50 
Acer  1 7"  .27  Monitor  +$390 
USR  33.6  Full  Duplex  Vi  $180 


Software  Options: 


Windows  95  (Release  2)  $130 
OS/2  Warp /Merlin  $120/290 
Corel  WordPerfect  Suite  $1 60 
MS  Office  Pro  (Win'95)  $460 


Pentium-1  20mhz 

Notebook 

Pentium  Pro  200 

-Pentium  120MHz  CPU 

•256K  Pipeline  Cache  t — ^ \ 

-8MB  60ns  RAM  (uoto  128M*B)  J A (\  r*  A 1 

-1.3GB  E-IDE  HDD  (Mode  4)  C ( | •’M  | } 

-PCI  1MB  SVGA  Card  UiJUT 

-14"  N-l  L-R  SVGA  Monitor 

-1.44MB  3.5' FDD  $35/mth‘ 

-104  (Windows  95)  Keyboard 

-Mid-size  Tower  Case  j A A fK  A 

-MS-Comp.  Mouse  + Pad  / F|  * J ^1  ^ X 

— With  Multimedia — »»>  1 I A 

•Panasonic  8x  CD-ROM  ^ 1 £.  IJ IJ  j 

IBM-  ThinkPad-365XD 

PI  00/8M/81 0M/4xCD/DSTN  $2788 

P120/16M/1G/4xCD/DSTN/Win  95  $3298 

P133/16M/1.3G/6xCD/TFT/Win  95  $4748 

TOSHIBA-Satellite 

110CS  PI 00/8M/81  OM/DSTN/Win  95  $2168 

1 1 0CT  PI  00/8M/81  OM/TFT/Win  95  $2738 

200CDS  PI 00/8M/81 0M/6xCD  $2768 

430CDS  PI  20/1 6M/1 .3G/1  OxCD/DSTN/Win  95  $3398 

Sceptre-Soundx 

P100/16M/1  G/6x  CD-ROM/Color  $2500 

PI  33/1 6M/1  G/6xCD/DSTN  $2888 

-Pentium  Pro  200MHz  w/  256K  Cache 

-Intel  Venus  ATX  or  Asus  ATX  M/B  HSZgjB 

-32MB  60ns  EDO  RAM  (uo  to  128MB) 

-2. 1GB  E-IDE  HDD  (Mode  4)  , 

-ATI  64  2MB  EDO  MPEG  Card  ^ K S 

-15"  N-l  L-R  SVGA  Monitor  f J 

-ATX  Tower  w/ 235WATX P/S  Unn 

-1.44MB  3.5- FDD  f ^ \\|V/ 

-104  (Windows  95)  Keyboard  S ' | \ ^ J 

-Logitech  Mouse  + Pad  ( -S  Y — ' 

-Panasonic  12x  CD-ROM  ^ < 
-Soundblaster  16  PnP  Sound  Card  Lease. 

-60W  Amp.  Stereo  Speakers  $92/mth 

-Acer  16bit  Sound  Card  A / i 

-60W  Amp.  Stereo  Speakers  %43/mth * 

Drives 


1 .3GB  Fujitsu/Seagate  $248 

1 .7GB  Fujitsu/Samsung  $288 

2.1GB  IBM /WD  $328/338 

2.6GB  Fujitsu  / WD  $368/380 

3.2GB  Quantum  $448 

2.1GB  Quantum  SCSI  II  $468 

2.1GB  Seagate  SCSI  / Wide  $678/768 
4.2G  Seagate  SCSI/  Wide  $1368/1468 

HDD  Controllers  . 

Acer  SC200  SCSI  II  Kit  $128 

Adaptec  1522  SCSI  $118 

Adaptec  2940  PCI  SCSI  Kit  $260 
Adaptec  2940UW  PCI  SCSI  Kit  $328 
Adaptec  3940W  PCI  SCSI  Kit  $530 

ZIP/JAZ  Drive  . 

100MB  ZIP  Drive  Para/SCSI  $255 

1 GB  JAZ  Drive  SCSI  int/ext  $520/628 

1 00MB  ZIP  Disci /I  Oocs  $19/178 


Modems  I Monitors  I PCMCIA  I Printers 


Acer  33-6  Full  Duplex  Voice  int  $1 38 


Supra  33.6Klnt.  Voice/Fax/M  $138 

USR33.6K  Int./Ext  $150/228 

USR  33  6 FgliPtiplex  Voice  Int  $180 


USR  33.6  Full  Duplex  Voice  Ext  $268 
USR  Courier  1-Modem  ISDN  Int.  $530 
USR  Courier  i-Modem  ISDN  ext.  $638 


1GB  JAZ  Disc  1/5pcs  _ 


$135/628 


Panasonic  4x  CD-ROM  & 

Rewritable  Optical  Drive  $560 

Tape  Backup* 

Ditto  800MB  Int/Ext  TBD  $168/198 
Ditto  2GB/3.2GB  Int  $250/328 
Colorado  T1000  800M  In/Ex  $178/218 
Seagate  3.2GB  TR-3  Int.  TBD  $298 
Traven  TR1  / TR3  Tape  $39/75 


Multimedia 


Panasonic/Sony  8x  CD-ROM $145 

Panasonic  12xEIDE/ SCSI  $1 78/Call 
Acer  1 6bit  PnP  Sound  Card  $38 

Soundblaster  16  PnP 


$238/318 
$398/738 
$468/828 
$548/638 
$1068/1068 
$898 
$468/520 
$388 


Soundblaster  32  PnP  $ 1 68 

Soundblaster  AWE  64  PnP  $248 
Backpack  4x  CD-ROM  Par.  Ext  $298 
Backpack 4x  CD-ROM /Sound  $448 
SCSI  4x  CD-ROM  Ext.  $298 

Yamaha  M 1 5 Stereo  Speaker  $88 


Proview  1471 5"  N-l  L/R 
Acer  1571 7"  N-l  UR 
MAG  15"  1595/ 17"  1795 
NEC  15"  C500/ 15"  XV+ 

NEC  1 7"  M700  / XV + 

Panasonic  17"  SI  7 
Samsung  1 5"  GLe  / GLi 
Sceptre  15"  N-l  UR  PnP 
SceBtrj.  17”  J ?_3S  M ujtj  media H3Q 

Sony  1 5"  1 00SX  / 1 00SF  $550/638 

Sony  1 7"  200SX  / 200SF  $968/1 1 68 

Sony  17"  SE2T  1600  x 1280  $1408 

Sony  20"  300SFT  1 600  x 1 280  $2338 
ViewSonic  1 5"  1 5GS  $230 

ViewSonic  17”  17GS/17P§_,S8$M98 


3Com  EtherLink  III  PCMCIA  $180 
3Com  Ethernet  ♦ 28. 8K  Modem  $560 
Adaptec  APA-1460  SlimSCSI  Kit  $238 
MegaHertzXJIOBT  lOBaseT  $165 


CD  Writer 


Creative  Lab  421  Oi  4x2  Int.  Kit  $638 

HP  SureStore  6020i  CD  Writer  $768 
Yamaha  4x4  Int.  / Ext.  $998/11 98 


Smart&Friendly4x4Ext.  Kit  $1468 
Corel  CD  Creater  & SCSI  Ctrl  $268 

Philips  / TDK  Bl?nk  CD  Media  $11 


Video  Cards 


CL  5446  (MPEG)  PC1 1 M/2M  $50/70 
ATI  2M  EDO/3D  X’pn+  $108/168 
ATI  Mach64  2M/4M  VRAM  $248/350 
ATI  3D  PC2TV  2M  SDRAM  $ 1 78 
ATI  3D  Pro  PC2TV  4M  SGRAM  $268 
Creative  Lab  3D  Blaster  4M  $268 
Diamond  2M  Stl64D/3D  $ 1 1 8/1 68 
Diamond  3D  3400  4M  VRAM  $310 
Diamond  3D  Monster  4M  EDO  $320 

Matrox  Myst.  3D  2M/4M  SG  $198/248 


rviUL^cinef  ix  ajhzoo  mum 

MeaaHertz  XJ4288M  28.8  Cel 

$328 

MegaHertz  28.8K  + lOBaseT 
New  Media  WavJammer  sound 

USR  28-8^  Fj.xMo.dem 

$428 

$298 

$268 

RAM/CPU 

30pin  1MB /4MB 

72pin4M/4M  EDO 

72pin  8M/8M  EDO 

72pin  16M  / 16M  EDO 

72pin  32M  / 32M  EDO 

AMD  K5-75/256K/E-IDE  PCI 

$10/35  | 
$25 
$38 
$90 
$190 
$198 

P-1 00/2 56K  PBC/E-IDE  PCI 

$298 

P-133/256K  PBC/E-IDE  PCI 

P-1 66/2 56K  PBC/E-IDE  PCI 

$428 

$570 

Digital  Camera 

CASIO  QV-10A+ 

$550 

ColorPrinter 


Canon  BJC-240  Color 

Canon  BJC-4100  Color 

$250 

$308 

Canon  BJC-4550  17”x11”  Color  $598 
Epson  Stylus  500  / Pro  $378/520 

HP  DeskJet  690C  Color  1398 

HP  DeskJet  820Cxi  /870C 

$510/650 

Laser  Printer 

• 

Brother  HL730DX  600dpi  6ppm  $488 

Canon  LPB-460  600dDi  $368 

HP  5L  600dpi  4ppm1MB 

HP  6P  600dpi  8ppm  2MB 

$638 

$998 

HP  5 / 5N  / 5M  $1728/2128/2468 

HP  4V/5Si/5SiMx  $2598/3678/5150 

Fujitsu  10DDm/14DDm  $868/1088 

with  4 FREE  toners  ($300  value) 
Lexmark  OptraR+  1200dpi  12p  $1785 


Scanner 


Store  up  to  96  Images/Adobe  included 
Transfer  to  PC  / Record  to  VCR 

CASIO  QV-1 00  $788 

640x480  Res. /Store  up  to  192  Images 


Epson  ES1000C/1200C  $1038/1338 

HP  ScanJet  4P  / 4C  $668/1 1 68 

Logitech  Pagescan  Color  $368 

Microtek  ScanmakerE3  Flatbed  $488 


• Lease  Based  on  36-month  lease.  / All  prices  reflect  2%  cash  discount  and  are  subject 


Matrox  Mill.  3D  2M/4M  W $268/368 
to  change  without  prior  notice.  / All  trademarks  are  the  property  of  their  respective  owners 


Multi-Linguals 


TwinBridge  Chinese  Partner  4 0 $268 
Dragon  Writer  Chinese  $278 

GoGo  Pen  System  3x3/6x6  $268/368 


• • By  ALAN  THWAITS  • • 

The  writers  for  Canada  Computes!  and 
The  Computer  Paper  are  a talented  and 
prolific  bunch.  As  well  as  bringing  you 
the  latest  news  and  reviews  in  the  com- 
puting and  online  worlds,  some  of  them 
have  also  been  busy  writing  books. 
Others  are,  as  we  speak,  involved  in  the 
creative  process,  with  publication  dates 
and  titles  soon  to  be  announced. 

In  this  “occasional  feature,"  we’re  going 
to  keep  you  up-to-date  on  what’s  happen- 
ing with  our  writers.  That  way,  you  will 
(hopefully)  pester  the  owner  of  your 
favourite  computer  bookstore  to  get 
these  books , and,  at  the  same  time,  add 
valuable  resources  to  your  computer 
library. 

In  the  first  article  in  this  series,  we  ll 
look  at  three  books  covering  the  online 
world — two  on  HTML  and  Web  design, 
and  one  on  Internet  gaming. 


Here's  looking  at  you 

Looking  Good  Online  aims  to  give  pre- 
sent and  prospective  Web-Masters  the 
design  smarts  they  need  to  attract  and 
keep  visitors  to  their  sites. 

To  do  this,  Steve  Bain  and 
Daniel  Gray 
take  a three-  , 
part  approach. 

Section  1, 

“Contemplating 
a Web  Site," 
examines  the 

purpose  of  the 
proposed  or  exist- 
ing site,  and  offers 
basic  guidelines  for 
content  creation 
(including  the  all- 
important  issues  of 
copyright  protection 
and  getting  permis- 
sion to  use  content 
created  by  others). 


SYSTEM  - PRO  COMPUTERS  Uld 

TEL  : 583-9977  FAX  : 583-9979 


NeuJ  \!ear  Special 


100/1 33/1 50/1 66/200M  Hz  Pentium 

Processor-based  systems 
GIGA  BYTE  PCI-ISA  Board 
256  K PipcLine  Burst  Cache 
16M  EDO  Ram 
3.5"  Floppy  Drive 
M3  PCI  Video  Card  w/  I M Ram 
Provicw  14"  SVGA  Monitor 
1 5"  Mid  Tower  Case 

Western  Digital  1 2GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive 
Acer/  Mitsumi  8x  CD-Rom  Drive 
SoundBlaster  16  Bit  PnP  Card  w/  Speaker 
Fujisu  Win95  104-Key  Keyboard 
Logitech  Bus  Mouse  w/  Mouse  Pad 

$1547/1703/1733/1961/2183 


System  Upgrade  Options  : 

Up*.  to  32M/64MB  EDO  Ram  SI  10/360 
Up*.  to  1.6G/2.IG/2.SG  H.D.  $50/90/155 
Lpt.  to  SoundBlaster  32  PNP  Card  $75 
Up*.  to  Matroi  M)stique/MiUfaainnf  I8S/2I5 
tip*,  to  Proxies* /Acer  15"  Monitor  $110/165 
Up*,  to  Acer/NEC  17"  Monitor  $475/150 

Up*,  to  USR  33.6/22.8  Fax  Modem  InL  $165 
Up*,  to  USR  33.6/22.8  Y/F/Modem  Int.  $195 
Up*,  to  I0X  CD-Rom  $45 


AST  K*p] 


HEWLETT 
PACKARD 
AUTHORIZED  RETAILER 


TVM  Raysn  nec 


HardDrives 
W.D.  IDE  850  $250 

W.D.  IDE  1.2G  $299 

W.D.  IDE  1.6G  $315 

W.D.  IDE  2.1G  $360 

W.D.  IDE  2.5G  $410 

W.D.  IDE3.1G  $460 

Printers 

Canon  BJC-240  Inkjet  $279 
Canon  BJC-4100  Inkjet $337 
Epson  Styles  I Is  Inkjet  $290 
Epson  Styles  500  Inkjet  $430 
HP  680C  Inkjet  $426 

HP  690C  Inkjet  $490 

HP  5L  Laser  Printer  $632 
HP  5P  Laser  Printer  $1060 
HP  5 Laser  Printer  $1846 

Monitors 

Davtek  14",  Green  $330 
Daytek  15",  Green  $480 
Mag  MXVI7/J  17”  $1050 

Proview  14”,  Green  $315 
Proview  15”,  Green  $420 
Acer  15”,  Green  $470 
Acer  17”,  Green  $850 

“ Pentium  is  a registered  iruJtmark  of 
Intel  Corporation  “ 


Motherboard  w/CPU&  Fan 

I00MH/  Pentium  chip-based  MB  $ 435 
120MHz  Pentium  chip-based  MB  S 460 
133MHz  Pentium  chip-based  MB  S 530 
1 50MHz  Pentium  chip-based  MB  $ 625 
166MII/  Pentium  chip-based  MB  S 760 
200MHz  Pentium  chip-based  MB  S 940 
P6-200  Pentium  pro  chip  -based  MBS  1400 

TapeBackup 

Iomega  800MB  Int/Ext  $178/198 
Iomega  2GB/3.2GB  Int  $250/330 
Colorado  800M  In/Ex  $2 1 5/275 
Colorado  Jumbo  1 400  Int.  1.3G  $285 
Seagate  Tapestor  800  Int.  $215 
3 20  5315 

ZIP/JAZ 

ZIP  Drive  I00M  Par/SCSI  $285 
JAZZ  Drive  I 0G  SCSI  INT.  S540 

Pnccs  subicct  to  change  without  anv  notice 


Computer 
Service  Center 
. System  Diagnostic 


. System  Repair 


Internet  Email  Address:  syspro@axionet.com 



Business  Hours: 

COMPUTER  BOOKS  : UP  TO  4(1%  DISCOUNT 

Mon-Fri 

9:30AM  -6:00PM 

44.nnAM  e.nnDM 

SALES.UPGRADE.NETWORKING.TRAINING.LEASING. 

Saturday 

Sunday 

ll.UUAM  - 5.UUrM 

Closed 

Address  ! Unit  #1, 10330,  152nd  Street,  Surrey.  B C.  V3R  4G8 

( Across  from  Guildford  Mall,  right  behind  Roger  Video) 

Long 

Week-End 

Closed 

Section  2,  “Design- 
ing a Web  Site,"  gets  to 
the  heart  of  the  matter. 

Here,  Bain  and  Gray 
cover  the 
basics 
(theme,  back- 
grounds, the 
integration 
of  text  and 
graphics, 
and  navigation),  move 
to  advanced  design 
features  (forms, 
tables,  frames, 
animated 
graphics,  and 
the  cascad- 
ing style 
sheets 
used  by 
Microsoft’s 
Internet  Explorer 
3.0 ),  and  conclude  with 
an  annotated  list  of  the  most  common 
design  mistakes. 

Section  3 is  extremely  useful:  titled  “Pro- 
fessional Web  Site  Design,"  it  consists  of 
detailed  case  studies  of  five  successful 
commercial  Web  sites,  including  those  of 
FedEx,  the  NFL,  and  the  White  House. 

The  companion  CD-ROM  includes  a 
healthy  mix  of  Macintosh  and  Windows 
3 x/95  software — sufficient  Web-author- 
ing tools,  icons,  image  editors,  and  utilities 
to  keep  you  busy  for  weeks. 

Faithful  companion 

The  Advanced  HTML  Companion , by 
Keith  Schengili-Roberts  (who  writes  the 
“Weaving  Your  Own  Web  Site"  column  in 
Tbe  Computer  Paper , our  sister  publica- 
tion), is  exactly  what  its  title  suggests:  a 
full-featured  reference  work  for  the  expe- 
rienced Web  designer. 

Although  its  cover  states  that  it  will 
“appeal  to  beginners  who  want  a good 
grounding  in  HTML,"  only  two  brief  chap- 
ters delve  into  HTML  basics.  The  other 
seven  chapters— and  four  appendices— 
cover  the  meaty  stuff  of  HTML  in  a con- 
cise and  clear  fashion.  The  most  recent 
extensions  for  both  Netscape  Navigator 
3.0  and  Internet  Explorer  3-0 , as  well  as 
the  integration  of  such  development  tech- 
nologies as  ActiveX,  Java,  JavaScript,  and 
VBScript,  are  well  explained. 

Along  the  way,  Schengili-Roberts  has  a 
good  look  at  required  design  features, 
such  as  forms,  CGI  scripting,  tables  and 
frames,  style  sheets,  and  multimedia.  This 
book  will  deservedly  find  a place  on  the 
professional  WebMaster’s  bookshelf! 

Let  the  games  begin 

The  last  (but  certainly  not  least)  volume 
in  this  month  s “Authors’  BookFest"  is  the 


Internet 
Games 
Directory  by 
Marc  Saltzman 
and  Sean 
McFadden. 
First,  the 
book 


out- 
lines 
what 
kind  of 
games 
are  avail- 
able on  the 
Net,  offers 
detailed  tips 
on  how  to 
search  cyber- 

space for  games 
and  game 

resources,  and  explains  the  various  kinds 
of  gaming  options  one  can  find  online.  A 
“Web  Directory  of  Games"  follows,  divid- 
ed into  action,  adventure,  collectible-card, 
role-playing,  simulation,  strategy,  sports, 
and  board/card/puzzle  categories. 

Saltzman  and  McFadden  then  take  us  to 
game-related  FTP  sites  and  Usenet  news- 
groups,  so  that  the  dedicated  gamer  has 
the  entire  Net  at  his  or  her  disposal.  The 
book’s  companion  CD-ROM  comes  with 
an  HTML  version  of  the  book,  Internet 
Explorer  (in  Win  95,  3.x,  NT,  and  Mac  ver- 
sions), the  Netcom  NetCruiser  browser 
(Windows),  shareware  versions  of  Doom 
1.9  and  Quake , and  a demo  version  of 
MecbWarrior  2.  A definite  bonanza  for 
both  beginning  and  addicted  gamers!  ♦ 


info 


Locking  Good  Online,  by  Steve  Bain  and  Daniel 
Cray,  from  Ventana  Press.  Includes  Windows/Mac 
CD-ROM.  1 -56604-469-3.  S55.99. 

Internet  Comes  Directory,  by  Marc  Saltzman  and 
Sean  McFadden,  from  Quc  Books/Lycos  Press. 
Includes  Windows/Mac  CD-ROM.  0-7897-1055-2. 
$42.95. 

The  Advanced  HTML  Companion,  by  Keith 
Schengili-Roberts,  from  AP  Professional.  0-12- 
623540-6.  $29.95. 
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The  Internet  hiccups  and  the  uinrld  catches  its 

Rumours  of  the  Internet's  imminent  deeth  abound 

• • By  CARUE  ORESKOVICH  • • 


The  hollow  sound  of  silence  as  millions  of  users 
put  such  a strain  on  the  system  that  wires  smoke, 
servers  (rverheat,  and  the  entire  system  impkxles 
makes  good  copy,  but  users  are  what  the  Internet 
is  all  about.  It  is  designed  to  be  able  to  redirect  traf- 
fic through  a network.  Granted,  it  wasn’t  designed 
fi)r  tiie  sheer  volumes  of  use  seen  today,  hut  by  and 
large,  it  still  works  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

When  it  doesn’t  work,  it’s  news  and  the  strains 
of  its  popularity  arc  showing,  especially  on  the 
phone  system,  which  itself  is  coming  perilously 
dose  to  gridlock  as  phone  lines  are  tied  up.  In 
some  areas,  such  as  California,  this  means  fewer 
calls  are  going  through  on  the  first  try,  there  are 
more  busy  signals,  and  access  may  be  blocked 
out  altogether.  During  the  US  presidential  elec- 
tion, the  crush  of  voters  logging  on  to  check  on 
returns  made  some  of  the  sites  virtually  inacces- 
sible for  hours  at  a time 

Chris  Fortin, of  Gk>halServe  in  Oakville, Ontario, 
says  the  problem  involved  weak  points  in  the  sys- 
tem. Because  it  is  such  a large  network,  there  are 
always  going  to  be  portions  that  aren’t  engineered 
to  the  same  level  of  performance  as  the  others. 

He  suggests  that  the  problem  could  have  been 
handled  with  a multicast  arrangement,  distribut- 
ing the  load,  and  shuffling  requests,  thereby 
dividing  the  load  among  almost  any  number  of 


machines.  Another  solution  he  recommends  is 
caching,  in  which  the  client  server  holds  copies 
of  things  that  tiieyVe  already  used,  while  new 
information  Is  processed. 

Online  China  syndrome? 

The  “Melt  Down"  scenario  some  have  predict- 
ed is  exaggerated,  says  Rolando  Oliver  of  Bell 
Telephone.  The  Internet  is  a set  of  Nets,  all  of 
them  connected  by  a hackbone,  and  the  back- 
bone has  been  upgraded  significantly,  both  in 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

In  Canada,  the  Internet  is  hased  on  Asynchronus 
Traffic  Mode  (ATM),  the  next  generation  of 
switches,  which  will  be  able  to  carry  all  types  of 
traffic,  including  broadtiand  traffic.  He  notes  that 
because  of  the  upgrading,  the  Canadian  system 
will  have  less  dtancc  of  overioading. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  it  won’t,  but  the  network 
is  now  more  resilient  than  the  rest  of  die 
Internets  in  the  world. 

Yak  yak  yak 

The  raw  numbers  aren’t  the  only  problem  The 
weight  of  material  on  the  line  is  another  source 
of  difficulty.  Internet  users  stay  on  the  line  longer 
dtan  voice  callers.  Pacific  Telesis  in  California 
found  diat  the  average  Internet  call  takes  20  min- 
utes, compared  to  4 minutes  for  die  average 
phone  call.  As  well,  10  per  cent  of  Internet  calls 
were  at  least  six  hours  long  Use  goes  up  even 
more  with  flat  rates. 


Rod  McKay,  partncr-in-charge  of  Information 
Technology;  KPMG  Canada,  feels  the  main  prob- 
lem with  the  structure  of  the  Internet  is  that  it  is 
a system  that,  fundamentally,  no  one  owns.  No 
one,  therefore,  takes  responsibility  for  its  opera- 
tion, management,  and  so  on. 

The  (Canadian  system,  because  of  its  upgrades, 
seems  to  have  more  strength  and  integrity  than  the 
US  system,  hut  the  nature  of  the  Internet  really'  blurs 
tliat  distinction.  McKay'  notes  speed  is  a factor. 
IVopIc  are  disappointed  in  dieir  ability  to  get  infor- 
mation and  get  information  dial  is  right  for  them. 

He  notes  diat  the  system  will  certainly’  be 
puslied  to  the  limit,  with  more  people  trying  to  get 
online,  putting  more  information  onto  more  Web 
sites,  and  not  getting  what  dicy  want. 
Nevertheless,  he  believes  the  system  will  adapt. 

Fortin,  the  22-ycar-okJ  owner  of  the  twtvycarold 
GkihaiScrve,  suggests  that  it  Is  up  to  the  person 
providing  the  service  on  Internet  to  kx>k  for  a 
hosting  solution,  one  which  provides  a service 
that  is  robust,  responds,  works,  and  has  the  up  time 
and  the  reliability'  that  users  want. 

Here's  your  lunch  bill 

It  appears  to  many  people  that  the  Internet 
is  free,  says  Bell’s  Oliver, outlining  the  provider 
view.  It  really  isn’t,  however,  although  at  this 
point  users  are  getting  a free  ride  in  the  tele- 
phone network. 

Rick  Broadhead,  coauthor  of  The  Canadian 


breath 


Internet  Handb<x>k , says  new  hardware  may 
condnue  increasing  capacity;  but  at  some  point 
you  reach  a limit.  He  notes  that  some  say  die  free 
ride  is  going  to  be  over  very  soon.  With  flat  rate 
Internet  access  becoming  more  prevalent,  how- 
ever, I don’t  buy  that  argument — yet.  1 don’t  think 
you  will  have  to  pay  per  minute  use. 

People  who  argue  diat  die  telephone  company 
cannot  sustain  the  traffic  levels  we  see  say  the 
phone  companies  arc  going  to  turn  around  and 
charge  Internet  providers  liigher  rales  to  get 
Internet  connections,  and  die  providers  will  then 
have  to  charge  die  users  more. 

lorn  Healey,  president  of  Technology  Launch 
Initiative,  a new’  venture  itself,  says  he  does  not 
know  if  the  Internet  can  he  crippled  to  the 
point  of  non  recoverability.  It  seems  to  he  a 
very  survivable  environment.  I diink  we  can 
choke  it  and  basically  choking  it  gives  end 
users  frustration  hut  doesn’t  seem  to  physical- 
ly hurt  the  network  infrastructure  and  I know 
you  can  Fill  services  and  you  can  flame  people 
and  do  all  kinds  of  malicious  little  things,  but 
it  seems  to  he  quite  survivable  as  a general 
netware  fabric. 

One  thing  that  is  threatened  is  that  the 
structure  of  access  will  be  changed  and  a 
tiered  system  of  services  may  be  introduced, 
which  will  have  an  increased  cost  attached  to 
it,  says  Healey.  ♦ 
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Welcome  to  the  World  Wide  Web 


• • By  DAVID  ROSEN  • • 

In  the  previous  installment  of  this  series, 
we  explored  the  Internet  in  general.  This 
time  we’re  delving  into  the  World  Wide 
Web. 

The  World  Wide  Web,  often  shortened  to 
“The  Web,"  is  the  name  given  to  the  spiffy, 
multimedia  part  of  the  Internet. 

Unlike  the  decades-old  Internet,  the  Web 
is  relatively  new.  Until  recently,  only  tech- 
no-geeks knew  anything  about  the 
Internet  or  the  Web.  Nowadays,  however, 
people  you  meet  at  parties  ask  for  your 
URL  instead  your  phone  number.  Looked 
at  a business  card  recently?  You’ll  probably 
find  that  ubiquitous  “http://www...\  Is  the 
entire  planet  on  the  Web?  Why  is  the  Web 
so  popular? 

First  of  all,  millions  of  North  Americans 
have  personal  computers.  Just  about  every 
computer  sold  these  days  comes  with  a 
modem  and  communications  software  pre- 
loaded.  Furthermore,  Internet  service 
providers  (ISPs)  are  all  over  the  place, 
offering  low-cost,  unlimited  access  and  the 
promise  of  a brave  new  world.  So  much  for 
access,  but  why  are  people  so  interested  in 
using  the  Web? 

Fear  and  Greed 

Cynics  believe  there  are  two  motivators 
in  life:  Fear  and  Greed. The  Internet  in  gen- 
eral (and  the  Web  in  particular)  is  no  dif- 
ferent. Many  companies  don’t  have  the 
slightest  (rational)  need  for  a Web  site  but 
they  want  to  appear  “high  tech." They  use 
their  URL  (that’s  Uniform  Resource 
Locator— then  Web  address)  in  traditional 
advertising,  expecting  no  one  to  visit  their 
site.  The  same  can  be  said  for  many  indi- 
viduals who  are  afraid  to  appear  behind 
the  times. 

Online  sales  and  advertising  promote 
the  Greed  aspect.  In  one  interesting  exam- 
ple, nearly  500,000  people  were  induced 
to  call  a toll-free  number  by  visiting  a beer 
maker’s  Web  site. They  answered  a lengthy 
series  of  questions  including  their  names, 


addresses,  and  drinking  habits... just  for  a 
chance  at  winning  a $30  beer  cooler!  What 
a devilish  marketing  tool!  The  fact  that  it 
worked  made  it  all  the  more  incredible! 


The  Web  was  based  on  HyperText,  a lan- 
guage later  popularized  in  Apple’s 
HyperCard.  Unlike  hierarchical-based 
search  systems  that  require  “climbing’’  up 


Traveling  the  World  Wide  Web 

Here  are  a few  Web  sites  to  begin  your  journey 


1 Fun 

Disney:  http://www.disney.com 
■ Great  Outdoors:  http://www.gorp.com 
iMuch  Music:  http://muchmusic.com 
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Schools  and  Education 

j Library  of  Congress: 

1 http://lcweb.loc.gov 
PBS  Online:  http://www.pbs.org 
TV  Ontario:  http://www.tvo.org 

Parents 

Family  Education  Net:  http://www.families.com 
Parents  Soup:  http://www.parentsoup.com 

Computing 

Apple:  http://www.apple.com 
Canada  Computes!:  http://www.canadacomputes.com 
Microsoft:  http//www.microsoft.com 


What  Is  the  Web 
— and  who  thought  it  up? 

The  Web  was  formally  proposed  in  1989 
by  Tim  Berners-Lee,  a researcher  at  CERN, 
the  European  Lab-oratory  for  Particle 
Physics  in  Switzerland. The  Web  was  origi- 
nally designed  as  a research  tool  to  allow 
seamless  access  to  different  computers 
across  the  Internet.  Previously,  a university 
re-searcher  who  needed  to  retrieve  infor- 
mation from  another  computer  system 
across  the  Internet  was  forced  to  battle 
unfamiliar  interfaces,  data-format  differ- 
ences, and  other  compatibility  problems. 


to  a root  directory,  then  traveling  back 
down  another  leg  of  the  search  tree, 
HyperText  lets  you  quickly  jump  to  the 
information  you  need.  (By  the  way,  the 
“http"  in  every  Web  address  tells  your 
browser  you  want  to  use  HyperText 
Transfer  Protocol  to  look  at  a particular 
site.) 

Development  of  the  Web  concept  con- 
tinued and  the  first  browser,  known  as 
“WWW,”  was  released  in  1991.  Two  years 
later,  Marc  Andreesen,  then  with  the 
University  of  Illinois,  released  the  initial 
version  of  the  world’s  first  commercial 


Finding  a 
needle  in  a 
haystack 


Sometimes  it  seems  as  if  there  are 
more  Web  sites  out  on  the  Internet 
than  there  are  stars  in  the  sky.  The  fol- 
lowing search  engines  (Web-based 
computer  search  programs)  are  some 
favorites. 

Yahoo 

http://www.yahoo.com/ 

Arguably  the  easiest  Web  search 
engine  available. 

Lycos 

http://www.lycos.com/ 

The  oldest— and  some  would  say  the 
most  venerable— of  the  popular 
search  engines. 


Alta  Vista 

http://www.altavista.digital.com/ 
Digital's  easy-to-use,  but  surprisingly 
complete  search  engine. 


MetaCrawler 

http://metacrawler.com/ 

This  one  searches  other  Web  search 
software  tools  and  removes  the  dupli- 
cates it  finds. 


browser,  named  Mosaic.  The  rest,  as  they 
say,  is  history.  Andreesen  went  on  to 
become  a co-founder  of  Netscape,  maker 
of  the  world’s  most  popular  browser, 
Netscape  Navigator. 

Why  is  the  Web  so  flaky? 

So  if  the  Web  had  such  a strong  scientif- 
ic background,  why  is  it  still  so  flaky?  And 
to  whom  can  you  complain  when  you  get 

continued  on  page  51 


COMPUTERS  INC.  ! 


OCU  Gtare/Guard  Screen  Fitter 
Super  or  Protection  tor  your  Eyes 
Gtare/Guard  Std  500 


Check  the  quality  & service.  Call  us  for  a 
complete  quote  on  system  upgrades, parts 
and  products.  We  will  custom  make  the 
system  to  fit  your  budget  and  need. 


Perfect  386/486  Fullv  Loaded  System: 


Leashing  Available 


pie-sided  Coahoq 

\ 

OC-I 

9“-I0*  Monitor 

sss.oo 

OC  4 

12*- 13“  Monitor 

$58.00 

OC-5 

I4--15*  Monitor 

*60.00 

OC  7 

I7*-I8*  Monitor 

$95.00 

OC -9 

19"-2I*  Monitor 

$145.00 

Gtare/Guard 

Maximum  Plus 

d Double- sided  C 

C-90 

1 2*- 1 3*  Monitor 

$129.00 

C 91 

1 3"- 1 5"  Monitor 

$129.00 

C-92 

I6"-17"  Monitor 

$177.00 

(93 

I9--2!'  Monitor 

$265.00 

Uoorode  Solution: 

Upgrade  uuith  486  PCI  Motherboord 

486DX4-100  $179 

Upgroce  uuith  586  PCI  iVbtherboord 
uuith  1 6M8  RRM.  72  pins  _ 

RMDK5-100  $375 
Free  Installation 


CH€CK  US  OUT! 


AMD  K5 

-100 

$ 1698 

AMD  K5 

-133 

$ 1758 

Pentium* 

120 

$ 1768 

Pentium" 

133 

$ 1888 

Pentium" 

150 

$ 1918 

Pentium" 

166 

S 2138 

Pentium* 

200 

$ 2288 

Cx6x86 

150+ 

$ 1768 

Cx6x86 

166+ 

$ 1828 

SSS',' 


Prices  subject  to  chance  without  notice. 


System  Configuration: 

- Intel  Triton  II VX  Chipset,  PNP  BIOS 
• 256 K Pipeline  Burst  Cache 

-16  MB  EDO  PRAM.  60ns 

- 1.44MB  FDD,  1.2GB  EIDE  HDD.M-4 

- S3  ViRGE  3D  w/2MB  EDO.  MPEG 
- 15"  Paytek  05P  N/l,  L/R.  D/C.  Mon. 
- 19"  Mid-Tower  Case  with  230W  PS 
-.Fujitsu  Win95  Keyboard 

- Logitech  3 Buttons  Mouse 

- BX  Speed  CD  ROM  Drive 

- 5ound  Blaster  16 . 60W  Spies 

- 33.6K  Int.  Voice  Fax  Modem 

- Windows  95  CP  Full.  SR2  (2  CPs) 

Please  call  for  the  current  prices. 


Intel  Petium  Pro  180MHz  $ 2938 

- Intel  Venus  ATX  Motherboard 

- 32  MB  EDO  DRAM,  60ns 

- 1.44MB  FDD.  2.1GB  EIDE  HDD.M-4 

- ATI  3D  Xpression+  PCI  w/  2MB  SDRAM 
- 15"  Daytek  OSD  N/l.  L/R.  D/C  Monitor 

- 17’  Mid -Tower  ATX  Case  with  230W. 

• Fujitsu  Win  95  Keyboard 

- Logitech  3 Buttons  Mouse 

- 3X  Speed  CD  ROM  Drive 

• Sound  Blaster  32  PNR  60W  Amp.  Spks 

- USR  33.6/56K  Int.  Voice  Fax  Modem 

- Windows  95  CD  Full,  SR2  (2  CDs) 


JRS  COMPUTERS  INC.  Su,tc  288< 8,36  Park  Road-  Richmond,  B.C.  V6Y  1T1  Tel : (604)  273-8852  Fax/Tel : (604)  273-3186  [«  ^ 
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Desperately  seeking  cybersites.  We  want  to  know  (in  50  words  or  less) 
who  to  visit  on  the  Net,  and  why.  Send  your  cyberprose  to 
lara@tcpon.com 


I surfed  the  Net  this  month  in  search  of  Valentine's  Day  sites  to  prepare  you  readers  for  February 
1 4.  So,  even  if  you  are  busy  working  long  hours  in  front  of  a monitor,  take  some  time  out  (when 
the  boss  isn't  looking)  and  send  your  Valentine  a free  e-card,  take  the  love  test,  or  search  for  a 
good  video  to  watch  that  night 

LARA  THAIS  KING 


http://www.allmovie.com/amg/movie_root.html 

With  the  All-Movie  Guide  site,  you  can  get  ideas  for  movies  to  rent  on  Valentine's  Day.  You  can 
browse  moods  or  genres,  and  search  by  title  or  actor. 

http://www.valentine.com/ 

The  Love  at  First  site  is  full  of  goodies  for  hopeless  romantics.  Got  relationship  problems?  Diana, 
the  love  goddess,  and  the  Love  Mechanic  are  there  to  help.  Find  romantic  cards,  dating  dilem- 
mas, and  classic  love  letters  written  by  the  likes  of  Shakespeare,  Browning,  and  Dickinson. 

http:/ / www.topchoice.com/~psyche/lovetest/ 

Tty  the  love  test  Choose  either  the  concept  of  love  or  experience  of  love  version,  then  get  your 
results.  The  scale  is  made  up  of  68  items  that  describe  love. 

http://www.ftd  .com/ 

Get  flowers  for  your  special  Valentine.  The  FTD  site  will  provide  you  with  info  on  sending 
arrangements  in  North  America  and  abroad,  local  florists,  and  a catalogue  of  products. 

http://www.  hallmark.com/ 

Send  your  love  a cybercard.  Hallmark  offers  free  electronic  greeting  cards  that  you  can  send  to 
someone  special. 

http:/ /glftsontheweb.com/ 

Looking  for  a gift  to  buy?  This  site  sells  gifts  like  jewellery,  chocolate,  and  even  picnic  baskets, 
just  remember,  folks,  this  cyberstore  uses  US  funds.  ♦ 


Welcome  to  the  World  Wide  Web 

continued  from  page  50 


those  weird  error  messages  or  you  can’t 
find  a site  you  know  exists? 

Well,  the  Web  is  rather  flaky  because  it’s 
being  used  for  a purpose  for  which  it 
was  never  intended.  It  was  supposed 
to  be  used  for  educational 
advancement;  for 

research  between 
universities 
and  like- 
minded 
organiza- 
tions. It 
was  not 
designed  to 
promote 
beer  or  broad- 
cast news  or 
soap  operas  to  the  masses  (er, 
that’s  us,  folks). 

We  get  error  messages  because  there  are 
often  too  many  people  using  the  Web  at 
the  same  time  and  the  computers,  com- 
munication equipment,  or  phone  network 
can’t  keep  up  with  the  traffic. 

Added  to  this  problem  is  the  fact  that 
Web  users  don’t  want  to  pay  more  than 
$20  or  $30  a month  for  Internet  and  Web 


access.  This  means  that  many  service 
providers  can’t  afford  to  actively  buy 
more  equipment  to  cope  with  the  traffic. 
The  result:  service  suffers. 

Things  are  changing  rapidly,  however, 
and  heavy-duty  users  arc  starting  to  take 
matters  into  their  own  hands.  For  exam- 
ple, there  is  already  a serious  proposal  on 
the  table  for  a completely  new  (and  super 
fast)  Internet. 

So  what's  next? 

This  year  we  ll  see  an  acceleration  in  the 
“Battle  of  the  Browsers"  between 
Netscape  and  Microsoft.  For  the  benefit  of 
those  not  (yet)  on  the  Web,  browsers  are 
software  packages  that  let  you  access  the 
Web.  A recent  product  review  in  a major 
US  magazine  found  the  two  main 
browsers  to  be  just  about  identical  with 
respect  to  features  and  compatibility. 
While  Netscape’s  Navigator  was  given  a 
slight  technological  advantage  over 
Microsoft’s  Internet  Explorer , it’s  difficult 
to  imagine  that  Microsoft  won’t  spend 
millions  in  marketing  dollars  to  win  the 
whole  pie  (as  usual). 

In  the  next  installment  of  this  series, 
we’ll  be  talking  about  e-mail  and  online 
chat.  Stay  tuned— and  online— for  further 
developments!  ♦ 


CAN  YOU  CREATE  THE  NEXT  GILBERT? 


Toronto  Computes!  is  looking  for  a monthly  comic  (strip)  to  make  light  of  technological  issues  and 
trends.  If  being  our  comic  contributor  interests  you,  please  create  two  complete  samples  of  your 
proposed  comic,  and  send  them  to  us  along  with  your  name  and  phone  number. 

We  encourage  digital  submissions. 

Via  e-mail:  cart oons&tcpon. com 
Via  snail  mail:  Comic  Proposal, 

Toronto  Computes!  99  Atlantic  Ave.  suite  408,  Toronto,  ON,  M6K  3J8 
Via  fax:  (416)588-8574 

We  will  be  contacting  only  those  whose  submissions  are  chosen  for  publication.  Published  submis- 
sions will  be  remunerated. 

Submissions  wii  be  accepted  until  April  1 , 1 997.  If  you  have  any  questions,  please  phone  588-681 8 ext  31 3. 


MyCom  Computers 

CANON  BJC  4100  . . . $298,  BJC  240  .. . $245 

HP  680C  . . . $390,  870CX  . . . $638,  5L  . . .$588,  6P  . . . $948 

m 2 
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5636  DUNBAR  ST.  (DUNBAR  & 41st  AVE.) 
TEL:  (604)  264-9883  FAX:  (604)  264-9881 
Tues  - Sun  10:30  am  - 9:30  pm 


Pentium-150 

Includes:  Intel  Triton  III  VX  Board 
(Upgradable  to  200MHz, 

168  PLUS  DIMM  X2  & USB  available) 
16M  EDO  Mem. 

64  Bits  PCI  SVGA  2M 
Pentium  CPU  w/Fan 
Labor  included 

Optional:  WD  2.1  2.5G 

SB16Pnp  + CD-ROM  8X/12X 

ATI  3D  Xpression  /Turbo  4M 


$738 


.$333/383 

$228/268 

$168/278 


Intel  TRITON  III  VX  main  board 

16M  72  Pin  EDO  SIMM 

1 .44  MB  Floppy  Drive 

2.1QMODE4  EIDE  HD 

SVGA  MPEG  PCI  w/2M 

SB16+  12X  CD-ROM 

15”  Acer  LR,  Nl,  Monitor 

Med  Tower  Case  w/CSA  230W  Power 

104  Win95  Keyboard,  Mouse  & Pad 

Power  Bar,  Speakers  & More 


17"  ViewSonic  PS + $538 

USR  Sportster  33.6  W/Voice + $168 

Supra  Express  33.6  W/Voice + $138 

Digicom  33.6  W/Voice + $128 

3.1GWDHD  + $75 

SB  32  PnP + $58 

SB  AWE  64  + $188 

130  W Speakers + $68 

32M  EDO + $90 

Win  95  CD  (Full  Version)  + $128 
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Computers 


6919  Russell  Avenue,  Burnaby 

(1  block  East  of  Imperial  & Kingwsay) 
Phone:  437-691$  Fax:  437-3011 


Regular  store  hours:  Mon-Frl,  10am  - 6pm 

• We  buy  & sell,  new  & used  computer  items 

• Monitor,  printer  & System  repairs 

• Upgrades  with  or  without  trade-ins 

• Custom  applications  programmed 


ComP*hange 
Computer  Show 


Sunday,  February  9th,  1997  10am-4pm 


Firefighters’  Club 

6515  Bonsor  Avenue,  Burnaby 
(behind  The  Bay,  Metrotownj 


Admission:  $2.00, 
Children  12  yrs.  & 
under  Free. 


For  info,  phone  Kimberley  at;  438-1094  (10-6), 
438-61 14  (eve/weekend)  or  816-7731  (show  day). 


ft  SPARKLE  ft 

Bilingual  System  (English/Chinese) 

Custom  Software  Design  / Programming  / Support 

Software  package  support.  Mission  Critical  Statistics, 
MIS  for  small  business...  Bilingual  Documentation... 

Database  Design  / programming,  DOS/Windows/OS2... 
Chinese  Systems:  TwinBridge,  KuoChiao... 

Free  Initial  Consultation 
Tel/Fax^(604^3^33^Mon^^at^am^2£m) 


ABLE  COMPUTER  RENTALS  LTD. 


Ask  us  about 


RENT  TO  OWN 
or  LEASE  , 


We  Rent  IBM  Compatibles,  286,  386, 

486  & Most  Brands  of  Printers 

- * 

Tel:  (604)  521-6904  Fox:  525-4060 

440  CANFOR  AVENUE,  NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.  V3L  3C9 


TVIternative 


consignment  store 


We  Specialize  in: 

• low  cost  service  & upgrades 

• new  & used  parts 


Computer  Room 


4050  Knight  St.  Vancouver,  BC  V5N  3L9 

Tel:876-3353 


C . 1 s 


E S T 


mt* 

■Vrr a 


it* 


ON  LINE 


Hard-copies  at 
newsstands  everywhere. 


http://www.buysell.com 


Data 

Recovery 

Labs 


DOS  • MAC  • Novell  • Xenix 
UNIX  • OS/2  • WIN  NT 
Hard  Drives  • Diskettes  • Tape 
Syquest  • Bernoulli  • Optical 

Highest  success  rate,  even  with  the  most  difficult 
situations.  No  recovery,  no  charge!  We're  your  best 
chance  of  getting  your  lost  data  back. 


Download  our  Data  Recovery  Info  Kit  www.datarec.com/mfokit.html 


1-800-563-1167 


COMPUTER I 
PLAYERS 


For  Advertising  Cal 
(604)  608-2688 
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COMPATIBLE 
INK  JET  CARTRIDGES 


HO  COMPARE  OCR  PRICES  Oni 

Apple  Color  Stylewriter  HC 

$9.95 

Canon  BJC4000 

S8.95 

Epson  Stylus  500  C/V/M 

S29.95 

Epson  Stylus  Color  C/Y/M 

$19.95 

Epson  Stylus  Color  II  C/Y/M 

$22.95 

ONLY  1/2  THE  PRICE 
YOU’RE  USED  TO  PAYING! 


• Get  up  to  65°o  more  prints 

• Free  delivery  most  locations 

• Money  back  warranty 

• Dealer  inquiries  welcomed 

GLOBALINK  681-7109 


Japanese 

El 

& English 

(Chinese  & Korean  too) 

Multi-lingual 

Web  Site  Design 

From  $200 

per  year 

(Design  & Hosting) 

Web  w 
Se 


Ink 


ces 


604-331-4432 
email:  info(5)ww-ink.com 


The  Place  for  Computer  Books 

Westwood  Mall  - 3000  bugheed  Hay,  Poco  464-5515 
Champlain  Mall  - 3200  E54  Ave.,  Vancouver  437-5553 

mmmmmnm 

“ The  bookseller  with  experience  and  knowledge 


MICROTROUBLES?? 


Quality  Service  Since  1977 


RUSH  JOBS  OUR  SPECIALTY 
AUTHORIZED  WARRANTY  DEPOT 


• DESKTOP  & NOTEBOOKS  REPAIRS 


• Cz-sRRY-IN  & ON-SiTE  SERVICE 

278-0783 

24  HOUR  SERVICE  686-7550 

miniTRamcs 

O'  CANADA  LTD- 

110-3320  JACOMBS  RD..  RICHMONO 


I I 

, CUSTOM  IDENTIFICATION  , 

| $5  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD  | 

■ WWW.REML-ID.COM  I 

I *ny  | 

COUNTRY/STATE/PROVINCE 

I I 

B BURN8IDEGREAL-ID.COM  a 


Mitsui  2/4/6X  74  <640mb)  only  10.99 

This  Cupon  must  be  presented  at  time  of  purchase 
min.  order  20  pcs.,  taxes  extra 

Cash,  VISA  or  MasterCard  only 

The  One-Off  CD  Shop 
12  - 12840  Bathgate  Way,  Richmond,  B.C 
Lcall  (604)  278-5356  fax  (604)  278-3486 j 


r t varren 
'Wrverny 

DIGITAL  ima; 


604-737-2133  Fax  737-7311 

Specializing  in  Photo  Restoration 
and  Manipulation 

Services 


•OCR  • Film  recording  <35  mm  or  4x5) 

• Pre  press  layout  • Scanning 

• Digital  Photo  restoration  • NEW -WOO  dpi  Colour  laser 

• Digital  photo  Manipulation  Ym  Pill  to  see 

• Presentation  slides  it  to  believe  itj 

• Photo  Art  T-Shirts  EMail  denny@portal.ca 


Ask  for . . . 


THE  WORKS 

The  works  includes  . . . 

• Sales  ( Macintosh *  * PC's  ) 

• Service  (on  A off  8fts) 

Now  A Pro-ownod 

• Web  Page  Designing*  Accessories 

• Upgrading  • Consulting 


— NEWWEBJL 

Computer 

Ph:276-250S|wORKS 


www.newweb.com 
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Tel:  (604)  930-9108  / 341-0180 
Fox:  (604)688-8916 
Email:  bisdcwin.com 
http:/ /www.cwin.com/bis/ 
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BIS  Information  Systems 

#203-124  E.  Pender  Street,  Vancouver  B.C.  V6A  1T3 

Office  hour:  Mon-Sat.,  10:30-6:00  * Free  parking  1 hour 


MultiMedia  Asia  Software  Supply  Centre 


(Dealer  Welcome!) 

Chinese  Computing,  Many  Choices 
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This  month  Special 

Twinbridge  46  Font  version.  New! 

GoGoFenV.5.0. 

Chinese  MS  Word  + Works  for  Win95  (Sepcial  $245.00) 
Chinese  keyboard  ($40.00) 

Scantek  24bit  color  Flatbed  Scanner  (special  $380.00) 
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Dragon  Writer,  Chinese  Star,  Richwin,  Chinese  Windows 
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Channel  Technology  Ltd.  System  Pro 

165-4231  Hazelbridge  Way.  #1-10330, 152nd  sL, 
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Computer  Classroom 
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Office  Service,  Chinese  Typesetting, 
Translation  Services 
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Instant  Solutions 

Tel:  (604)  273-0383 
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Dragon  Writer  « Itlt-fr 

3 Languages  in  1 CD-ROM! 

Many  New  Powerful  Features 

incl.  Dragon  Translator  and  16  TT  Fonts 

Various  sizes  & types  of  hand  writing 
input  pens  available  including  GoGo 
Fen  V 5.0  coming  soon!  Free  Demo! 
Upgrade  services  also  available! 
««*  + ***■*** 

New  Year  New  Offer  ! Come  to  our 
Lab  and  check  out  our  monthly  special 
ofTcrs  for  you!  Sorry,  no  phone  call  on 
these  special  offer  prices! 
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Interactive  Chinese  makes  learning 
Mandarin  Chinese  easier  than  ever! 
After  your  purchase  of  our  PIC  FV,  you  are 
automatically  entered  in  our  contest  for  a 
complete  refund  if  you  win  within  30  days. 
Want  to  find  out  more,  just  phone  for  details! 
Winner  will  be  informed  and  result  will  be 
published.  Contest  ends  March  8,  1997. 

>*«a*t*.** 

fc#*?!**  ttsjii*. 

AT*]  ± fe £ *>  rt.  # Jt  f: 

Professional  Interactive  Chinese  comes  with 
voice  recognition,  flash  cards,  games  and 
many  other  features.  Incorporates  two  years 
of  Mandarin  training  taking  you  to  the  inter- 
mediate skill  level. 


Instant  Solutions’lnteractive  Learning  Lab 

Learning  Mandarin  Chinese,  Japanese,  English  and 
French  can  be  as  easy  as  1-2-3 
Multi-media  learning  lab  available  at  your  service 
Leasing  options  available  while  attending  classes 
Many  new  exciting  Chinese  Software  Programs  available! 
Come  up  to  our  Lab  for  a free  demo  and  see  for  yourself. 


**  + Q 

Next  Demo  Dates/Location: 
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Instant 
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A New  Way  of  Learning 
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Interactive  self-learning  education  is  the 
educational  wave  of  the  future.  The  power 
of  increasingly  inexpensive  personal 
computers  provide  impressive  new 
educational  possibilities  for  computers  in 
the  classroom  and  at  home.  Interactive 
education  utilizes  the  personal  computer  to 
facilitate  the  learning  process  with  various 
subjects,  especially  for  studying  language 
acquisition. 

5 « f*1£  US  *2  313:  — «*fft*3S-5* 
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Many  multimedia  programs  incorporate 
sound,  animation,  and  video  as  well  as 
graphics,  can  emulate  a smart  system  by 
incorporating  the  capability  to  respond 
logically  to  preprogrammed  situations.  In 
those  good  multimedia  programs,  the  user 
has  such  significant  input  into  what 
(unctions  and  procedures  the  program 
performs  that  the  program  is  ■'interactive.” 

— • MS 

Bt/apR*j*°ai/*i.A*2j*s  *g?  . zi°_tjs| 

te-S-S** • 513.^®^. 


• oZM-frm  • g:gttT 

3SS«fffi«-W*rW f tft  ° 4£  ft  fH  IP  ’S 
iafiy3  • ft m =& ^ ar «. *a .s «£  • 
»ra.««s*»a^  • a s. it hj * 

The  ultimate  goal  of  good  multimedia 
educational  programming  is  to  involve 
users  in  a process  in  which  they  feel 
comfortable  and  from  which  they  garner 
the  most  effective  learning  experience 
possible.  Users  can  decide  what  they  want 
to  learn  and  how  they  will  learn. 
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Professional  Interactive  Chinese  for 
Windows,  Full  Version,  is  a multimedia 
CD-ROM  educational  program  that 
teaches  Mandarin  Chinese  using  the  most 
contemporary  language  learning 
techniques.  It  incorporates  graphics, 
animation,  sound,  and  recording.  Sound 
output,  games,  and  interactive  activities 
take  Professional  Interactive  Chinese 
beyond  the  traditional  textbook  approach 
to  Chinese  language  instruction.  Users 
should  expect  to  “interact”  throughout  the 
entire  program.  PIC  incorporates  two 
years  of  language  instruction  and  takes 
students  to  the  intermediate  level  on  one 
CD-ROM.  It  will  supplement  classroom 
instruction  or  serve  as  a learning  method 
on  its  own. 
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Professional  Interactive  Chinese  for  Windows 
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Voice  Animation 
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Speech  Recognition 
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Writing  Chinese  Characters 
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Professional  Interactive  Chinese  offers  its 
users  the  two  different  types  of  characters 
used  in  writing  Chinese:  Traditional  and 
Simplified. 


: *Hlt-5t5W**i»!32 


Information  provided  by  Angela  Yiu  of 
Instant  Solutions'  Interactive  Learning 
Lab 

Angela  can  be  reached  at  273-0383 
(E-mail:  isolutions@lynx.bc.ca) 
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www.imag.net 


INTERNET  ACCESS 


The  Information  Highway 
called  the  Internet,  that  is! 

At  Imaginet,  we  recognize  all 
computer  users  were  not 
created  equal  and  that's 
exactly  why  we  have  crafted 
our  company's  Internet  Access 
approach  to  accomodate 
any  level  of  user. 


From  our  easy  to  install  software 
suite,  24  hour  telephone  support 
and  in-home  installation  options  to 
our  free  "Welcome  to  the  Internet" 
courses,  we  have  made  it  easy  for 
our  customers,  regardless  of  their 
computer  experience. 
With  five  access  packages,  from 
$9.95/mth  to  $29.95/mth,  we  have 
built  a premium  service  at  value 
pricing  guaranteed  to  accommo- 
date any  need  and  budget. 


Call  Imaginet  today 
at  662-8332,  and  ask 
about  our  money-back 
guaranteed  test  drive, 

and  leave  the  rest  to  us. 
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Subscribe  To 

AND  YOU  COULD  WIN...  tK  m 


AND  YOU  COULD  WIN 

Taxpayers  using  Brian  fostdlo  HoimTax 
fo  complete  their  1996  hi*  return*  will  Ik* 
able  to  fllr  those  return*  earlier  than  e\er. 
Mg  before  user*  of  any  other  tax  software 
oil  Ike  market. 

This  year  the  early  edition  1$  ready  to 
lllei  it  will  enable  taxpayer*  to  Hie  their 
return*  week*  or  even  month*  ahead  of 
the  Rcu  mie  Canada  deadline,"  explain* 
Doftirnk  Sicilia,  president  of  HomeTax. 

New  feature*  include  Brian  Costello  tax 
tips,  better  print  resolution  of  tax  lorms 
and  schedules.  100  hour*  of  free  Internet 
access,  ail  Internet  upgrade  to  the  Deluxe 
edition,  ami  an  assortment  of  rebate 


coupon*  and  discount*  on  Ft  hardware 
and  software  product*, 

With  Home  fax,  the  proem*  ol  completing 
a tax  return  I*  made  ra*lrc  quicker  and 
more  efficient,  t *er*  can  go  through  the 
return  lorm  by Toroc  Of  n*r  tfir  Mepdty- 
*tep  TMyFrep"  feature,  f ait  tdatlon*  are 
performed  automatically,  information  i* 
entered  in  the  correct  place  on  rath  form, 
and  Home  fax  performs  an  au  urac)  check. 
Home  lax  offers  a range  of  help  feature* 
including  extended  tech  support  by  phone 
a*  well  a*  2 »-hour  Internet  assistance. 

Ihe  lloniefax  web  site  is  located  at 
www.hometax.com/-hometav/. 


Please  send  me  a subscription  to  Comp 
Computes!  B.C.  Edition  and  enter  me  in  the  March  1 st/97  draw  for 
Brian  Costello  HomeTax.  A one-year  subscription  costs  $24.95  (inch  GST) 
to  cover  postage  and  handling. 

I am  paying  the  full  amount,  Payable  to  Canada  Computes!,  by  □ Cheque 
or  money  order  or, 

Q VISA  □ Master  Card#  Exp. 

Name:  


Company  (if  applicable). 


Add 


ress: 


Code: 


Prov. 


City: 

Phone  Number:  

Subscriptions  are  transferable  but  non-refundable. 


(604)  688-2120  Facsimile  688-4270 


Send  to: 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Computer  Player1 
Canada  Computes! 

BC  Edition 
503-425  Carrall  St. 
Vancouver  BC  V68  6E3 


Netscape  Navigator 
for  OS/2 


is  here! 
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Late  last  December,  Netscape  Communi- 
cations Inc.  and  IBM  made  available  the 
release  version  of  Netscape  Nut  igator  2.02 
for  OS/2.  Fortunately  for  OS/2  users,  this  is  not 
a port  of  the  Windows  version — some  have 
even  claimed  it  to  he  better  than  version  3.0 
for  Windows  in  some  ways. 

Like  other  versions  of  Netscape  Navigator, 
the  OS/2  version  also  includes  powerful  mail 
and  news  clients.  If  you  are  running  Merlin, 
you  can  download  it  by  double  clicking  on  the 
“Get  Netscape”  icon  on  your  desktop.  If  you 
arc  running  Warp  3,  use  an  existing  Web 
browser  to  download  it  (and  the  separately 
available  plug-in  pack)  from  http://www. 
intemet.ihm.com/  bn>wsers/nctscape/warp/ 

My  opinkrn?  Get  it.  IBM  has  claimed  that 
WebExplorer  is  a “stable  pnxluct"(i.e.,  dead),  and 
hased  on  my  experiences,  Netscape  Natigator 
is  a nice  package  that  works  quite  well. 

Be  true? 

As  many  of  you  will  recall,  I have  been 
unable  to  get  my  Logitech  ScanMan  256 
working  under  OS/2.  With  the  release  of 
OS/2  Warp  4 (Merlin)  I have  been  partially 
successful  in  getting  it  working  under 
TrueDOS  (orTrapDoor  as  it  is  also  called). 
TrueDOS  involves  suspending  OS/2  and 
booting  a special  version  of  DOS,  which  then 
runs  your  application  (in  my  case,  a 1 6-bit 
Windows  application). 

The  down  side  is  twofold.  First,  you  must 
use  Dual  Boot  between  OS/2  and  DOS  (or 
Win95),  which  means  using  the  FAT  file  sys- 
tem and  installing  DOS  and  OS/2  on  your  C: 
drive.  Second,  it  is  recommended  that  you 
save  (and  close)  other  applications  (especial- 
ly any  that  involve  communications)  before 
running  a TrueDOS  session. 

If  I run  both  OS/2  and  real  Windows  3. 1 in 
VGA  mode,  everything  works  great.  If  I use 
higher  resolutions  (with  my  ATI  Mach  32 
Graphics  Ultra  Pro),  however,  TrueDOS 
hangs.  Other  users  not  using  the  Mach  32 
video  card  have  reported  success,  so  it  looks 
like  my  next  hardware  upgrade  may  involve 
a new  video  card  also. 

I'm  glad  that  IBM  has  included  TmeDOS,  but 
I do  wish  it  had  undergone  more  testing. 

If  you  are  having  problems  using  your  scan- 
ner under  OS/2  and  don’t  want  to  use 
TrueDOS,  check  cut  http://www.gate. 
net/-stidev/ 

Solution  Technology  has  released  “Twain  for 
OS/2."  Working  with  Galleria,  CopyShop/2, 
PM  VIEW,  Review,  and  ColorWorks,  it  is 
claimed  to  take  advantage  of  popular  brand 
scanners  including  Epson,  HP,  Fujitsu, 
Lx>gitecht  Mustek,  Microteck,  and  Kodak. 

Creative  Labs  backs  away  from 
OS/2 

According  to  Creative  Labs  (http://  www. 
creaf.com/wwwnew/tech/fciqs/os2sup.html), 
they  will  not  he  providing  additional  support 
for  OS/2,  although  they  are  committed  to 
“maintaining  the  current  level."  They  blame 


the  lack  of  multimedia-system  services  under 
OS/2  and  claim  that  “IBM  has  not  demonstrat- 
ed that  they  are  very  enthusiastic  about  the 
future  of  OS/2  from  a consumer  standpoint". 

This  is  obviously  not  something  we  wanted 
to  hear. 

FixPak  for  Merlin 

Late  in  December,  IBM  announced  that  it 
was  beta  testing  the  first  FixPak  for  OS/2  Warp 
4 and  that  the  expected  release  date  would  be 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1 997. 

You  may  recall  that  instead  of  issuing 
“Service  Packs"  once  a year  (or  so),  IBM  now- 
releases  collections  of  patches  and  hug  fixes 
regularly.  Although  it  may  appear  to  some  that 
Service  Packs  are  better,  I prefer  that  IBM 
release  whatever  patches  they  have  ASAP  With 
millions  of  different  hardware  combinations, 
no  one  can  realistically  expect  a shipping 
product  to  he  hug  free.  Keep  up  to  date  on 
Warp  FixPaks  at  http://ps  boulderihm.com/ 

Colour  QuickCam  drivers  released 

If  you  caught  my  QuickCam  review  in  a pre- 
vious issue,  you’ll  know  I love  this  “eyeball" 
camera.  Connectix  released  the  colour  ver- 
sion late  last  year,  and  a third-party  OS/2 
developer  has  written  drivers  for  it!  Check 
out  http://  www.shadow.net/~senja/qv2.htm 
or  e-mail  senja@shadow.net  for  additional 
information. 

Up  of  the  Month 

I’d  like  to  thank  faithful  OS/2  Ready-  reader 
jrwolff@eroLs.com  for  submitting  this  tip. 

With  the  release  of  OS/2  Warp  V4,  the 
enhanced  editor  (EPM)  now  contains  HTML 
tag  capabilities.  To  activate  them,  pull  down 
the  “Command"  menu  and  select  “Command 
Dialog."  Enter  “link  htmltags"(no  quotes)  and 
press  ENTER.  Now  check  your  menu  bar— a 
new  item  called  “HTML”  will  appear,  and 
clicking  on  this  menu  item  provides  the 
Warp  user  with  a number  of  key  tags  for 
HTML  programming. 

Prior  to  Merlin,  this  feature  was  a free  add- 
on to  EPM,  so  if  you  are  still  using  OS/2  ver- 
sion 3,  you  can  download  the  HTML  add-ons 
from  my  freeware  page  or  from  Hobbes  in  the 
/os2/editor  directory. 

Freeware  of  the  Month 

OS/2  users  have  had  a hard  time  bench- 
marking their  OS/2  systems,  as  the  most 
popular  benchmark  utilities  appear  to  come 
in  Windows-only  flavour.  After  upgrading  my 
own  hardware,  I scoured  Hobbes  for  a com- 
plete (and  free!)  utility  that  would  let  me 
compare  my  upgrade  path.  Sysbench  (cur- 
rent version  0.91c)  will  test  your  video,  hard 
drive  (and  controller  card),  CPU  (both  float- 
ing point  and  integer),  and  memory. 
Available  free  from  the  Internet  FTP  site 
hobbes.nmsu.edu,  it  is  located  as 
/os2/wpsutil/  SYSB091C.ZIP 

Kevin  Unfield  is  a consultant  and  freelance  writer.  He  can  be 
reached  via  e-mail  at  linfield@torfree.net  ♦ 
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millennia 


From  the  early-morning  darkness,  he  pulled 
into  the  light  of  a street  lamp  just  long  enough 
for  me  to  recognize  the  car.  I flashed  my  head- 
lights twice;  the  dark  sedan  slowly  pulled 
opposite  my  rental  car,  police  style,  with  die 
other  car’s  driver  s side  door  next  to  mine.The 
engines  of  both  cars  continued  running.  The 
tinted  window  slowly  slid  down. 

“What’s  new?"  I asked.  The  situation  called 
for  little  small  talk. 

“Lots  of  stuff. And  the  millennium  is  coming." 

I concentrated  on  his  first  sentence. “Yeah, 
like  what?" 

“The  new  operating  system— you’ve  heard 
about  it,  right?  We  had  a few  bucks  saved  for 
the  holidays  and  we  thought  well,  why  not 
have  a party?" 

Apple's  new  OS 

The  new  operating  system  was  called 
Rhapsody,  half-NeXT  and  half-Apple.  It  was  the 
result  of  the  pre-Christmas  announcement  that 
Apple  had  purchased  NeXT  Software,  lock, 
stock,  and  barrel,  for  US$400  million.  Pending 


regulator)'  approvals,  all  NeXT  products,  ser- 
vices, and  technology'  will  become  part  of 
Apple.  As  part  of  the  agreement,  Steve  Jobs, 
chairman  and  CEO  of  NeXT,  will  return  to 
Apple— the  company  he  cofounded  in 
1976— reporting  to  Gil  Amelio,  Apple  s chair- 
man and  CEO. 

Apple  lias  had  lots  of  problems  upgrading  its 
operating  system  over  the  past  few  years. 
Successive  deadlines  for  System  8— code  named 
Copland — had  come  and  gone  and  there  was 
still  no  new  OS.  Buying  NeXT  was  considered  a 
handling  of  the  Copland  problem. “And  when  is 
this  supposed  to  happen?"  I asked. 

“Apple  plans  to  get  Rhapsody  in  develop- 
ers’ hands  by  the  end  of  this  year  and  to  cus- 
tomers within  a year  after  that.The  company 
is  promising  the  new  OS  will  run  on  current 
and  future  Macs.  As  well,  Development  tells 
me  that  Rhapsody  will  have  an  emulation 
mode  that  allows  most  Mac  applications  to 
run  under  the  new  OS." 

“Cool,"  I said  in  my  most  Valleyesque  voice. 
“But  realistically,  customers  aren’t  going  to 
wait  for  two  years,  arc  they?" 

“Yeah,  I know.  That’s  why  Hancock  says 
Apple’s  going  to  make  the  transition  as  pain- 
less as  possible  by  continually  upgrading 
System  7,  for  five  to  ten  years."  “Hancock,"  of 
course,  was  Apple’s  chief  technical  officer, 
continued  on  page  58 


CD-ROM  Copy/Creation  Service 

Why  are  you  still  paying  such  a high  price  for  CD-ROM  duplication? 


NISTEC 
ALW-501 
AUTOMATIC 
CD  DUPLICATOR 


ASTEL  CD-ROM  Duplication  Service 

• CD-ROM  Copy  Service  - We  can  accept  your  order  from  only  one  CD-ROM  copy!! 
* $19.99  for  each  duplication 

($1,500.00  for  300  CDs  or  more  duplications.  It  will  take  a few  weeks.) 

• CD-ROM  Mastering  Service  - We  will  copy  your  data  and  transfer  to  CD-ROM 

ASTEL  CD-ROM  Creation  Service 

• CD-ROM  includes  the  promotional  information:  product  PR,  corporation  PR  and 
annual  reports.  We  are  specialized  in  CG,  Video,  Data  Base  and  more. 

‘Please  phone  us  for  free  consultation  of  the  above  services. 


604-331-0116 

ASTEL  ENTERPRISES  LTD.  #1257  Granville  Street,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V6C  1T2 
E-mail:  astel@wimsey.com  • Web  site:  http://www.intransnet.bc.ca/astel/astel/html 

Fax:  (604)  331-0120 
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C.C  TECH  COMPUTERS 


504  EAST  BROADWAY  VANCOUVER,  B.C.  V6T  1X4  TEL:  604-8767983  , 604-8767990 
BUSINESS  HOURS:  MON-FRI  : 10  AM  TO  6 PM  , SAT  : 11  AM  TO  5 PM  FAX:  604-8767984 


PENTIUM  TR1TOMI 

256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE 
s MB  EDO  HAM 
840  MB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
MPEG  1MB  SVGA  CARD 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE,  2S/IP 
A 104WIN95  KEYBOAR 
Ml P TOW  ER  CASE  (23QW) 

2 BUTTON  MOUSE 


(120  MHZ -$690  ) 


PENTIUM  TRITON  11 

256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE,  PNP 
8 MB  EDO  RAM 
1.2  GBEIDEMODE4 
(MPEG)  ATI  1 MB  DRAM  CARD 

B 1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE.2S/1P 
104WIN95  KEYBOARD 
MID  TOWER  CASE  (230W ) 

MS  OR  LQQI  TECH  MOUSE 


CHANGE  A,B,C,D 
to  ASUS  VX  or  HX 


PENTIUM  TRITON  II 
256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE.  PNP 
16  MB  EDO  RAM 
1.6  GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
ATI  2MB  DRAM  (MPEG) 
p 1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVERS  IP 
104WIN95  KEY  BOARD 
MID  TOWER  CASE  (230W) 

MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


PENTIUM  ASUS  TRITON  li 


E 


256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE 
16  MB  EDO  RAM 
1.6  GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
ATI  2M  3D  XPRESSION  MPEG 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE,  2S/IP 
104W1N95  KEYBOAR 
MID  IQWERCASE  (23.Q.m 

MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


120  MHZ -$750  )( 120  MHZ -$890  ~|(  120  MHZ -$990  ) 


PENTIUM  TRITON  II 

256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE 
16  MB  EDO  RAM 
2.1GB  EIDE  HDDMODE4 
ATI  2MB  3D  XPRESSION  MPEG 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE,  2S/1P 

D104WIN95  KEYBOAR 

MID  TOWER  CASE  (230W) 

MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


PENTIUM  INTEL  MARL 


256  KB  PIPELINED  CACHE 

F16  mb  jimlbam 

2.1  GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
MATROX  MYSTIQUE  2MBRAM 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE,  2S/1P 
104WIN95KEYBOAR 
ATX  TQW£R£AS£ 

MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


PENTIUM  PRO 

IN  m.  MM  S BOARD 


16  MB  EDO  RAM 
2.1  GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
MCA  MYSTIQUE  2MB  RAM 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE 
2*16550  SERIAL,  1*PARALL 
104WIN9S  KEYBOARD 
ATX  TQMER  CASE 
MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


JNUW  NEW  NEW 

MMX  MMX  MMX 


INTEL  VENUS  BOARD 

32  MB  EDO  RAM 
2.1  GB  EIDE  HDD  MODE4 
MATROX  MYSTIQUE  2MBRAM 
I 44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE.  2S/I P 
104WIN95KEY  BOARD 

A I X TOWER  CASE 
MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 


PRO150  — $ 1590 
PRQ180  — $ 1850 


MMX  166  -$  1950] 

[MMX  200--$  215  ft 


CALL  FOR  DAILY  PRICE! 


1 MB  30  PIN  — $9 
4 MB  30  PIN  - $25 
4 MB  72  PIN  - $18 
8 MB  72  PIN  - $37 
16  MB  72  PIN  $78 


4 MB  72  PIN  EDO  - $17 
8 MB  72  PIN  EDO  - $35 
16MB  72  PIN  EDO  --$76 

32  MB  72  PIN  $155 

32MB  72  PIN  EDO  -$155 


CPU,  MOTHER  BOAD,  ZIP  DRIVE, 
TAPE  DRIVE,  PRINTER  ...  OTHER... 
CALL  FOR  THE  BEST  PRICE 


32  MB  EDO  RAM 
2.1  GB  BIDE  HDD  MODE4 
MGA  MILLENIUM  2MB  WRAM 
1.44  MB  FLOPPY  DRIVE 
2*16550  SERIAL,  l*PARALL 
104WIN95  KEYBOARD 

ATX  TOWER  CASE 
MS  OR  LOGITECH  MOUSE 
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MONITORS 

14”  PC  PARTNNER  (0.28) $ 260 

14”  SCEPTRE  (PNP)  (0.28) $ 290 

15”  PC  PARTNNER  (0.28) $ 350 

15”  SCEPTRE  N/I,L/R  (0.28) $ 380 

15”  DAYTEK  N/LL/R  (0.28) $ 365  ru(  \\ 

15"  MAG  DX1595  (0.28) $ 460  *V  l.fftrBJ 

15”  MAG  DX15T  (0.25) S 49<i 

17”  MAG  DX 1 795E(0.28)/DX  1 795  (0.26) $ 700  / 780 

17”  MAG  DX700T  (0.25) $ 940 

15**  SONY  100SX/SF  (0.25XNEW ) S 520/620 

17”  SONY  200SX/200SF  (0.25)  (NEW) — $890/1060 

17”  SOM  SENT S 1320 

17”  VIEWSONIC  GS/PS $ 850/  960 

DRIVES 


$ 260/295/340 

$375/430 

— $180/ $250 
$285/340 


-$260/  $350/430 


1.2G/I.6G  /2.IG  WESTERN  DIGITAL 

2.5/3. 1 GB  WESTERN  DIGITAL 

850MB/ 1.2  GB  SEAGATE  HDD 

1.6GB/2.1/GB  SEAGATE  HDD 

1.2 /2.1/3.2GB  QUANTUM  HDD 

MULTIMEDIA 

8 SPEED  CD  ROM  (CREATIVE.PANASONIC) $ 135 

10/12  SPEED  CD  ROM $150/  175 

16  BIT  SOUND  CARD  (PNP) $50 

SOUND  BLASTER  16  PNP  (W/IDE  INTERFACE) — $90 

SB  32  OEM  / RETAIL  BOX  PNP $140/  210 

SB  AWE32  RETAIL  BOX  PNP $285 

SPEAKER  60/160  WAITS $25/40 

VIDEO  CARDS 

ATI  MACH64D  1M/2M  DRAM  (MPEG)- 

ATI  3D  XPRESSION  2MB  MPEG 

ATI  TV  TUNER 


- $85/100 

$125 

$135 

ATI  3D  XPRESSION  PC2TV  2MB $ 180 

MGA  MILLENIUM  2 MB  NVRAM  (RETAIL  BOX)—  $ 260 
MGA  MILLENIUM  4 MB  WRAM  (RETAIL  BOX)—  $ 350 
MGA  MYSTIQUE  2MB/4MB(RETIAL  BOX)-  $ 245/  $295 

S3  TRIO  64+  (MPEG)  1M/2M $50/65 


S3  VIRGE  3D  2MB  /4MD  EDO  RAM 

MODEMS 

28.8  /33.6  INT  FAX/MODEM  VOICE- 
28.8  USR  WIN  MODEM 


$100/135 

$ 130/140 

S 145 

33.6  USR  EAX/MODEM  INTERNAL  OEM $ 155 

33.6  USR  FAX/MODEM  INT/EXT $ 190/220 

33.6  USR  VOICE  FAX/MODEM  INT/EXT — $ 225/250 
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Software,  CD  ROMs, 
& Modems. 


We  Specialize  in:  PC  Upgrades  & Repairs, 
tmton  II  Installation  of 

•A  Pentium  System* 

Intel  Pentium  CPU  w/  Cooling  Fan 
Triton  II  Chipset  MB  w/  256K  Pipeline  Cache 
On  Board  2x  EIDE,  2x  Fast  Com  Port 
Enhanced  Printer  Port  & Floppy  Controller 
8Mb  EDO  Memory 
1 .2  Gb  Hard  Drive  ( Mode  4) 

1 .44  Floppy  Drive 
14”  SVGA  , Nl,  .28  dpi  monitor 
PCI  Video  card  w/  1 Mb  Memory  (exp.  to  2M) 

1 3”  mini  tower  w/  230  watt  power  supply 
104  key  Win  95  keyboard 
mouse  & pad 


AMD  K5-90  *938  P-133  ...*1148 
6x86150+ .*1018  P-150  ...$1178 

P-100  *998  P-166  . . .*1408 

P-120  . . . .*1018  P-200  . . .*1608 


Acer  33.6  Fax  Modem  w/Voice  . s116 

Zoltrix  33.6  Fax  Modem *99 

Acer  16  bit  Sound  Card  PnP $38 

13"  Tower  Case  w/Power  Supply  . . s38 

H ' In  flUiS 


We  Carry  Computer  Parts  & Accessories 
We  do  TRADE-INS  too 
All  Systems  come  with  2 Years  Parts  & 
Labour  Warranty 

All  prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


I" 

BRIDGEPORT 


\ 

WE  ARE 
HERE 


BECKMAN  COMPUTER 


170-10400  Bridgeport  Rd,  Richmond,  BC,  V6X  3R2  (Entrance  at  Beckman  Place) 

Phone:  303-7982  Fax:  303-7983  Open:  Mon-Fri  1 1-7  Sat  1 1-6  (Closed  Sun  & Holidays) 
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Millennial  anxiety ... 

continued  from  page  57 

Ellen  Hancock,  a long-time  veteran  of  IBM’s 
mainframe  business  who  had  come  to  Apple  a 
year  ago. 

“The  first  upgrade,  called  Harmony,  is  due 
later  this  month,”  he  continued.  “And  a second, 
dubbed  Tempo,  is  set  for  release  in  July.  Two 
more  are  planned  for  1998  ” 

There  was  a pause. 

“It’s  just  another  piece  of  the  millennium 
puzzle”  the  shadowy  figure  remarked. 

Claris  HleMaker  Pro  update 

Once  again,  I ignored  the  millennium  com- 
ment. “I  hear  Claris  just  released  some  cross- 
platform  updates  for  FileMaker  Pro” 

“Well,  as  best  as  1 can  tell,  it’s  just  a mainte- 
nance release  of  FileMaker  Pro.  You  know,  a 
fewr  new  features  and  a few'  bug  fixes.  You 
can  dow  nload  the  update  from  Claris’  ftp  site 
or  from  the  commercial  service  providers 
such  as  America  Online  (Keyword:  Claris) 
and  CompuServe  (Go  MacClaris).  The 
updater  is  available  on  disk  by  calling  1-800- 
544-8554.” 

“But  it  doesn’t  maner,  since  it  will  all  be  over 
soon " he  added  while  1 w as  scribbling  all  this 
information  down  in  my  notebook. 

“Why  is  that?”  I asked  without  thinking. 

“I’ve  told  you... because  the  millennium  is 
coming.  We  have  to  be  ready." 

“What  the  heck  are  you  talking  about?" 
Maybe  it  was  the  early  hours,  but  1 wasn’t  fol- 
low ing  the  conversation  anymore. 

“It’s  all  in  the  Bible.  Revelations,  of  course.” 

“Revelations?"  Suddenly  I realized  we  w?ere 


about  to  have  one  of  those  wacko  conspira- 
cy conversations. 

“You’ve  heard  all  the  jokes  about  Bill  Gates 
being  the  Anti-Christ.  You  know;  under  that 
geeky  exterior,  controlling  everything. Well,  sup- 
pose Steve  Jobs  is  the  real  Messiah,  sent  to  lead 
us  back  on  the  straight  and  narrow;  Everyone 
knows  there’s  going  to  be  a big  OS  battle.  Maybe 
it’s  going  to  lx*  bigger  than  we  all  think " 

I stared  straight  ahead  thinking  this  guy 
had  lost  it.  Maybe  that’s  what  happens  when 
one  works  too  hard  for  too  many  years.  He 
mistook  my  silence  for  encouragement. 

“And  all  the  PR  about  the  Year  2000  prob- 
lem. You  know,  it's  supposed  to  melt  dow  n 
many  of  the  world’s  computer  systems 
because  they  can’t  handle  the  two-digit  “00" 
date  field.  What  about  all  those  Web  sites  on 
the  Internet  dedicated  to  the  Millennium 
man,  there’s  even  a TV  show  on  Fox  called 
Millennium 

“Yeah,  but  it’s  on  Fox.”  I tried  joking. 

“All  of  pieces  of  the  puzzle  are  falling  into 
place,”  he  insisted. 

“Listen,  it’s  getting  late  and  I’m  on  deadline," 
I explained,  trying  to  get  away. 

“Rumor  is  that  during  the  Rapture. 
Microsoft's  tech  lines  will  be  folly  staffed." 

And  with  that,  1 sped  away  into  the  early 
morning  fog  of  Silicon  Valley,  shaking  my  head. 

You  don't  have  to  wait  for  late-night  meetings  in  deserted 
parking  lots  to  get  the  news  about  Apple.  Send  your  ques- 
tions and  comments  to  MacRant@aol.com.  Please  note  that 
due  to  the  volume  of  mail,  individual  questions  cannot  be 
answered.  Incoherent  ramblings  about  the  millennium  will 
be  ignored.  ♦ 


DO  YOU  WANT  TO  DO  ANIMATION  OR  VIDEO  EDITING  ON  YOUR  PC  1 
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AN  ANIMATOR 


3D  Studio  MAX  is  finally 
here  and  it  is  HOT... 

3D  Studio  MAX  directly 
competes  with  other  high 
end  3D  Graphics  packages 
costing  thousands  of 
dollars  more...  Call  today 
for  Vancouvers  best  prices 
on  both  lull  packages  and 
upgrades. 


4./.  L u lG 

HOT  NEW  PRODUCT 


Autodesk  3D  Studio 

Best  prices  from  Canada's  jur  A V 
largest  3D  Studio  Dealer  lYL/UL 


CALL  Today  for  a DEMO 


3D  MAX  for  STUDENTS...  $895 


1C  Technology  is  Vancouvers  Student  and  Institutional 
Authority  for  all  Digital  Video  and  Animation  Products.. 


Tilt  Art  of  Digital  Video 


AV  Matte  a.-  MKIB 
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DIGITAL  srz*cepnanf£X 

PROCESSING  SYSTEMS  INC  X VIDEO  recorder  IW 


AV  Master  brings  the  power  of  30  frame  S-VHS  quality  video  to  your  PC. 
With  this  PCI  card  you  can  Capture,  Edit  and  Output  full  motion  Video 
and  syncronized  Audio  with  ease...  FAMILY  VIDEOS,  WEDDING  VIDEOS... 

$1 595  CALL  NOW  FOR  A DEMO 


MAKE  AN  IMPACT  WITH 
YOUR  PRESENTATIONS 


Technology  www.ictech.ca 

(604)681-7057 

1252  Burrard  St.  Vancouver 


Outstanding  PROFESSIONAL  VIDEO 
quality  from  DPS  (makers  of  the  PAR).  AVGrKGV  3 
SCSI-2,  PCI  bus,  Component,  S-Video& 

Betacam  @ 60  fields/  sec,  720x480 
resolution.  Real-time  capture  and 
playback  Video  & Animation.  $495 


PC  to  TV  ENCODERS 


Notebook,  laptop,  desktop 
with  VGA  output  to  TV,  or 
VCR.  Supports  composite 
and  S-Video  output  All 
cables.  800X600  Flicker- 
free  image  in  16.7  million 
colours,  Windows  & DOS 


$249 

AVerKey  Plus 

An  economical  but  also  high 
quality  and  flicker  tree 
product  with  composite  and 
S-Video  out.  640  X 480 
(NTSC)  Flicker-tree  image  in 
16.7  million  colours, 
Windows  & DOS 


DUAL  Pentium  Pro  Systems  Avialiable  - Call  for  a DEMO • 
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Down  with  cookies! 


I've  about  had  it  with  “cookies " 

If  you’re  just  tuning  in,  cookies — AKA  “magic 
cookies,"  “HTTP  cookies,"  “persistant  cookies,"  and 
“persistant  client  state  HTTP  cookies"— are  small 
text  files  that  may  be  sent  to  your  computer  from  an 
Internet  Web  site  without  your  permission.  Cookies 
can  be  resident  on  your  hard  drive  and  sent  back  to 
the  site  the  next  time  you  visit  or  be  sent  hack  to  the 
site  immediately.  In  either  event,  they  can  transmit 
data  that  can  be  stored  and  analyzed— and  that  you 
may  not  want  the  site’s  owners)  to  know. 

Pros 

The  aiguments  for  cookies  come  from  people 
interested  in  the  commercialization  of  the  Internet 
and  how>r>M  use  it.  For  example: 

• Allowing  you  to  log  into  a subscription  site  with- 
out having  to  re-enter  your  user  ID  and  password 
each  time.  Each  will  likely  be  stored  in  a clearly 
visible  text  file  on  your  hard  drive  where  anyone 
can  find  them. 

• Allowing  you  to  visit  an  electronic  “shopping 
mall,"  start  assembling  a list  of  products,  then 
pick  up  later  if  you  ’re  interrupted  with  the  goods 
still  logged  into  your  “shopping  basket."  Your 
credit  card  number  could  also  be  stored. 

• Allowing  site  operators  to  custom  design  a site 


for  you,  based  on  your  past  visits.  If  you  visit  an 
online  magazine  and  chose  topic-  or  application- 
specific  news  items,  ads  may  be  tailored  to  your 
choices  or  certain  news  items  may  be  moved  to 
the  top  of  the  selection  list.  This  also  allows  the 
Microsoft  and  Netscape  “Home"  sites  to  let  you 
custom-design  a startup  page. 

• Allowing  site  operators  to  make  |>ages  more  acces- 
sible. If  it  takes  five  clicks  to  visit  a page  and  lots  of 
people  do  it,  the  path  to  it  may  be  shortened. 

• Allowing  site  operators  to  find  dead  ends.  Aside 
from  recording  where  you've  gone,  cookies  can 
also  record  when  you  left. 

• Allowing  site  operators  to  taik>r  sites  for  specific 
browsers.  Cookies  can  report  you’re  using 
Internet  Explorer , Naiigator,  or  something  else. 

• Allowing  advertisers  to  count  individual  “hits" on 
a site,  instead  of  the  result  of  someone  hitting  the 
“reload"  button  50  times. 

• Allowing  advertisers  to  discover  where  you 
were  last  before  logging  into  their  site  so  they 
can  suitably  reward  whomever  had  their  link. 

• Allowing  electronic  publishers  to  set  payment  for 
writers  based  on  the  number  of  hits  on  an  article. 

• Allowing  corporations  to  track  employee  use  of 
the  Web  to  prevent  non-productive  time  spent 
visiting  questionable  sites. 

Cons 

There  are  many  individuals  and  organizations 

deeply  concerned  that  cookie  technofogy  repre- 
sents an  attack  on  your  privacy.  For  example: 

• A bug  in  some  earlier  versions  of  Netscape,  as  wdl 
as  some  flaws  in  early  versions  of  Java,  allowed 
some  applications  to  store  and  transmit  far  more 


data  than  anyone  on  the  Web  had  a right  to 
know,  including  your  name,  contents  of  your 
hard  drive(s),  and  more. 

• Companies  such  as  Focalink,  GlobalTrak,  and 
Doubleclick  brag  about  the  psychological  pro- 
files they’re  gathering  on  Internet  users  to  make 
more  effective  use  of  commercial  Web  sites.  You 
don’t  have  to  visit  their  sites;  many  of  the  adver- 
tising banners  supplied  to  other  sites  you  visit 
are  linked  to  their  databases  (and  I found  cook- 
ies for  all  of  them  on  my  hard  drive). 

• Without  your  knowledge,  you  may  find  your  e- 
mailbox  deluged  with  direct  advertising  cam- 
paigns. Have  you  been  getting  mysterious  mes- 
sages and  wondering  how  your  e-mail  address 
got  to  the  originator? 

• Cookies  can  be  used  as  weapons.  Try 
http://www.microsoft.com/  or  http:// 
www.msn.com/  using  Navigator.  Assuming  the 
site  loads  before  next  week,  refuse  to  allow  any 
cookies  offered  (see  below)  and  watch  what 
happens. 

Who,  me? 

Although  developed  by  Netscape  (and  supported 
in  versions  of  Naiigator  as  early  as  2.x)  and  sup- 
ported and  augmented  in  Sun  Microsystems’ Java, 
cookies  are  also  supported  by  Microsoft’s  Internet 
Explorer  3xc,as  wdl  as  by  other  Internet  browsers. 
To  find  out  if  your  browser  supports  cookies,  go  to 
www. research  digital  com/nsl/fbrmtest/stats-by- 
test/NetscapeCookie.html  and  find  it  on  the  list. 

Version  3-X  of  both  Netscape  Navigator  and 
Microsoft  Internet  Explorer  give  you  specific  tools 
to  block  cookies  from  your  system.  Here’s  how: 


In  Netscape  Naiigator  3 Jt 

1.  Under  the  Options  menu,  choose  Network 
Preferences. 

2.  Select  the  Protocols  tab. 

3.  dick  on  the  Accepting  a Cookie  checkbox, 
under  Warn  Before.  ...and  hit  OK. 

In  Microsoft  Internet  Explorer  3-X. 

1 . Under  the  View  menu,  choose  Options. 

2.  Select  the  Advanced  tab. 

3.  Click  on  the  Warn  Before  Accepting  Cookies 
checkbox,  and  hit  OK. 

Any  time  you  visit  a site  offering  a cookie,  you’ll 
be  notified  with  a pop-up  window  and  asked 
whether  you  want  to  accept  it.  And  that  brings  us 
hack  to  being  fed  up. 

The  extra  time  it  takes  to  caned  cookie  requests 
is  spoiling  my  Web  experiences  and  they’re  mostly 
unnecessary.  For  a chilling  example  of  how  much 
data  can  be  collected  from  you  even  without  a 
cookie,  visit  http://www.anonymizer.com/  and 
offer  them  the  opportunity  to  show  you  how  much 
they  can  find  out  about  you. 

And  the  next  time  you  hear  executives  from 
Netscape,  Orade,  and  Sun  talk  about  how  they  want  to 
hlow  Microsoft  out  of  tlie  water,  remember  who  start- 
ed all  this  and  ask  yourself  whether  they’d  actually 
make  the  world  a better  place  if  they  were  in  charge. 

Associate  editor  Myles  White  writes  a weekly  column  in 
the  Fast  Forward  section  of  the  Toronto  Star  and  is  author 
of  How  to  Buy  a Computer,  published  by  McClelland  and 
Stewart  You  can  reach  him  at  myles@idirectcom#  his 
Web  site  (which  does  not  set  cookies)  at  http://web. 
forectcom/--myles/  and  by  fax  at  (41 6)  425^644.  ♦ 


Aptiva. 


PRICE! 


P^gerMart  Pc\ ger 
•Only  |4.95  per  month 


Let’s  Talk  Modem 

USR  33.6  Int.  F*x  PnP  $148  95 
USR  33.6U.V»c</FuPhP  $168.95 
USR  F-Duplex  voice  moil  33.6  $229.95 
USR  28.8  Ext.  Fix  $225.95 
Supn  33.6  Int. Fu/votcc/modcin$  1 36.95 
Zoltrix  33.6  Int.  Fu/modem  $ 94.95 
Zoltrix  33.6  lot.  Fu/mod/Voice$  1 08.95 


think  Cpu/JvVotherboard 
think  ^avin£5 

AMD  5x86-133  PCI/ISA  SS6K  $165.95 
Intel  P-120  Triton  VX  2561c  PPL  $279  95 
Intel  P-1 33  Triton  VX  25 6k  PPL  $399  95 
Intel  P-1  50  Triton  VX  2561.  PPL  $429  95 
Intel  P-1  66  Triton  VX  256lr  PPL  $629  95 
Intel  P-200  Triton  VX  256k  PPL  $789  95 
Gigabyte  GA- 5 8 6VX  Triton  II512K  $169.95 
Asu*  Triton  II  P/I-P55TVP4  $185.95 

CALL  FOR  AMD  & CYRIX  CPUs 


PRICE  CHANGE  ttlTHOlT  WARNIXG 


SCREEN  BURN 

Provirw  14“  N.l.  UR  28  SVGA  $2  55  95 
Provicw  15"  28  FLAT  SCREEN  $345  95 
17"  28  FLAT  Screen  $639  95 

NECC500  15"  $545  00 

SONY  15SFII  .25  PnP  $619  95 

Viewtonk  17PS  $959  95 

NEC  M700  1 7" $1039  95 

In  Uving  Colour 

Trident  9440  PCI  1M  exp.  to  2M  $ 32  95 
S3  Trio  64+ MPEG  EDO  1MB  $ 48  95 
Cirrus  Logic  5446  2mb  Mpeg  $ 59.95 
S3  Virge  3D  2MB/4mb  $94.95/125  95( 
ATI  Madi  64  2M  Dram  MPEG  $95  95 
ATI  3D  RAGE  2 PC2TV  2MB  $169.95 
Diamond  Stealth64  2M  Dram  Mpeg  $109.95 
Diamond  Stealth64  2M  Vram  3D  $245. 95| 
Diamond  Stcalth64  4mb  Vram  3D  $315.95 
Matro.  m4m  2m/4mWM*  $245  9$/$349  9$ 
Matrox  Mistcquc  2M/4M  $238  «v/$298  95 


'3ihum|4^  $ \ 

4MB  72Pin  Simms  $ 
4MB  72Pin  EDO  $ 
8MB  72Pin  Simms  $ 
8MB  7 2 Pin  EDO  $ 
16MB72Pin  $ 
16MB  7 2 Pin  EDO  $ 
1MB  30Pin  Simms  $ 
4MB  30Pin  Simms  $ 


22.95 

23.95 

38.95 

39.95 

85.95 

85.95 
10  95 

27.95 


AH 

LM 

Plittt 

Cult 

Ditutwi 


jCet'»  Pnud  a “Deal 

Canon  BJC-240  Color  HOtWMono  790d|M  $245.95 
Canon  LBP-460  later  600dpi  $37  5.95 

Brother  HL630  Later  300dpi  $415  95 

Brother  HL760  Later  1 200dpi  $599.95 

Brother  1250  fax/Latcr  printer/tcanner  $499.95 
CAtL  FO  ft  SUPER  DIAL  ON  HR 


DRIVERS’  ED  CHAPTER  I 

1 44  Floppy  Drive  $ 29  95 

Seagate  630MB  $189  95 

1 09GB  Hard  Drive  $239  95 

1 2GB  Hard  Drive  $249  95 

1.7GB  Hard  Drive  $275.95 

2.1GB  Ha*d  Drive  IBM  $315.95 

2.5GB  Hard  Drive  Quantum  $359.95 
Seagate  4.26Gb  SGS  HD  $1320.95 


MITSUBISHI  MONITORS 

Diamond  Scan  1 5HX 1 5*  .28  $ 559.95 

Diamond  Scan  1 7HX 1 7"  .26  $11 30.95 

Diamond  Pro  17TXM  1600*1200  iz-  25  $1369.95 
Diamond  Scan  20H  20"  .28  $2289.95 
Diamond  PRO  21TX2T  .30  $2470.95 


MEMBER  of 

BETTER  BUSINESS  BUREAU 


TWO  YEARS  PARTS  AND  LABOUR  WARRANTY  ON  3J  SYSTEMS 


fo  t*ke  F'ufure 

AMD  5X86-133Mhz 

AMD  5X86-P75-1 33  CPU 
486  PCI/ISA  W/256K  Cache 
4MB  Ram 
1 .44  Floppy  Drive 
630MB  Hard  Drive 
F>CI  Cirrus  Logic  64bit  1 MB 
1 3"  Tower  Case  W/RS. 

104  Win95  KB 
Media  mouse  w/pad 


Pentium-120  Entity  Leoel 

AST  oem  motherboard 
256k  Pipeline . Triton  II  430sx  chipset 
8MB  RAM  EXP  128MB 
1.09GB  EtDE  HARD  DRIVE  MODE  4 
3 5*  1 44MB  FlOPPy  DRIVE 
PCI  EIDE  W/2x16550UART  SERIAL 
IXbl -directional  Parallel 
Cirrus  Logic  64bit  w/IMB  (exp.  2mb) 

14 " N.L  LR.  .28  SVAG  MONITOR 
13T  TOWER  CASE  W/23QW  POWER  SUPPLY 
MEDIA  MOUSE/PAD 


MultiMania 

ftn«onic  8x  CD-ROM  $145.95 
HiUchi  8<  CD-ROM  $135.95 
ftiutonic  CD-ROM  12X  $175.95 
Pioneer  CD-ROM  12X  $169.95 

16Bit  PnPs«JC«dfj<W40  $36.95 
SoundBlaster  1 6 (PnP)  $85.95 
SoundBUiter  32  PnP  $139.95 


THE  BEST  PRICES! 

^vTi  fiav£ 


COMPUTE 


5305  Victoria  Drive,  Vancouver,  BC,  V5P  3V6 
Tel:(604)323-9859,  323-9815  Fax:  323-1157 
Internet  E-Mail  address:  jane@direct.ca 
Bus.  Hours:  Mon -Sat  10am  • 6pm 


A 


Compote 


Intel  Pentium * 133MHz  performance 

Intel  P-133  w/  256K  Pipeline  w/  Tritonl!  430VX  Chipset 
AST octn  Afotherboard,  16MB  EDO  Ram  72Pin 
1.2GB  EIDE  Hard  Drive , 1.44  Floppy  Drive 
PCI  Enhanced  IDE  (mode  3Cr4)  i v(  16550x2 
1 Enhanced  Parallel  Port  (Bi-Directional) 

ATI  mac h 64  acceUratior  w/IMB  dram  Mpeg 
15 " C&4  Tower  Case  wf  23 Ow  Power  Supply 
104  win95  Enh.  Keyboard  ZT Media  Mouse  w/pad 
Proview  /5"  1280*1024 .28  SVGA  Monitor 
8X  EIDE  CDROM  drive,  16bit  Sound  PnP,  60w  Speakers 
* * * * • Zoltrix  33.6  Int.  Fax  (Modem 

REALLY 
SPECIAL  PRICE: 


$1569 
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Home 

Automation 


Aptiva’s  Home  Director 
lets  you  turn  lights  and 
appliances  on  and  orf 
automatically.  So  you 
can  set  up  routines  that 
give  your  house  that 
lived-in  look  even  when 
you're  not  home. 


The  Home  Director 
Starter  Kit  is  availabe 
on  the  Aptiva  C3X.  It 
includes  instructions 
software,  one  lamp 
module,  one  applianc 
module  and  one  seria 
interface  module  tV. 


lore  than  an  ordmar 
ogy  and  entertamm 
vork  or  play. 


Buy  any  IBM  Computer  and  don’t  pay  for 
6 months*  O.A.C.  See  store  for  details 


NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  NEAREST  AUTHORIZED  RETAILER 

MS  COMPUTECH 

45610  Luckakuck  Way 
SARDIS  • 604-858-8337 

MICRO  BUSINESS  SYSTEMS 

110-7110  120th  Street 
SURREY  • 604-572-8722 


ATECH  TECHNOLOGIES 

3092  Cambie  Street 
VANCOUVER  • 604-877-1812 


COMPU  2000 

2811-2813  Kingsway 
VANCOUVER  • 604-436-2333 


NO  ORDINARY 


Multimedia  Monitor 

With  speakers  and  a microphone  built  into  the 
monitor,  TheatreSound™  and  a Wavetable 
Sound  Card,  your  ears  will  be  thrilled. 


Hidden  Tower 

The  mini  tower  can  be  stored  up  to 
six  feet  away  from  your  desktop. 


Internet  Connection  Phone 

Lets  you  make  phone  calls 
to  others  over  the  Internet.' 


style 


Total  Image  3D™ 

Aptiva  S Series  with  built-in 
3D  graphics  for  mind-blowing 
gaming  action. 


Stowaway  Keyboard 

When  not  in  use, 
the  slim  keyboard  fits 
neatly  under  the  monitor 
and  out  of  the  way. 


Lots  of  Cool  Software4 

Here's  just  a little  of  it:  Lotus  SmartSuite 
96®,  VR  Soccer,™  MechWarrior  2*  and 
Jungle  Book.  Plus  tools  to  help  get  you  up 
and  running. 


Service  and  Support 

IBM  Online  HousecalL  and  around-the-clock  help. 
2-year  limited  system  board  warranty.3 


“Pop-up”  Media 
Console 

The  CD-ROM,  disk 
drives  and  power 
control  are  right  at 
your  fingertips. 


iva 


Within  30  days  of  your  purchase  call  1-8004BM-CALL  ext  1500  with  your  ‘S’uper  selection 
Choose  from  ‘S’uper  Year,  ‘S’uper  Sound,  ‘S’uper  Warranty,  ‘S’uper  Talk  or  ‘S’uper  Learning 

Buy  any  IBM  Computer  and  don’t  pay  for  6 months*  O.A.C.  See  store  for  details 


Cordless  mouse  on  select  models  only. 'Person  you  are  calling  must  have  the  Internet  Connection  Phone  software,  plus  sound  card,  speakers  and  microphone,  but  may  use 
any  Internet  service  provider.  ?Some  fees  may  apply.  3Aptiva  system  boards  are  covered  for  parts  and  labour  during  the  first  year.  The  next  two  years  only  system  board  parts 
are  covered.  Because  some  limitations  may  apply,  check  your  sales  manual  or  call  1-800-772-2227  to  obtain  a copy  of  IBM’s  limited  warranty.  ‘May  differ  from  retail  versions 
and  may  not  include  all  documentation  IBM  is  a registered  trademark  and  Aptiva,  TheatreSound  and  Total  Image  3D  are  trademarks  of  International  Business  Machines 
Corporation  All  other  company  and/or  product  names  are  trademarks  or  registered  trademarks  of  their  respective  companies.  ©1996  IBM  Corp.  All  rights  reserved 


NOW  AVAILABLE  AT  YOUR  NEAREST  AUTHORIZED  RETAILER: 

3J  COMPUTERS 

DEXTON  COMPUTERS 

5305  Victoria  Drive 

3112  Boundary  Road 

VANCOUVER  • 604-323-9859 

BURNABY  • 604-433-9866 

SOFTWARE  ALLEY 

PACIFIC  OFFICE  & THINGS 

1 630  SE  Marine  Drive 

1 02-33255  South  Fraserway 

VANCOUVER  • 604-321-5499 

ABBOTSFORD  • 604-853-5513 

NETIINK  COMPUTERS 


5068-B  Kingsway,(2  Blocks  East  of  Metrotown  Center)  Burnaby,  V5H  2E7 
Tel:  (604)451 -8682  Fax:451-8611  http://www.netci.com  Email:  info@netci.com 

Hours:  M-F:  9:30AM  to  6:30PM,  Saturday:  10:00AM  to  5:30PM 


System  1 (PCI) 


System  2 (PCI) 


Cyrix  6x88Processor-based  Upgradable  Systems 

6x86-120  (P150+)  $1052  I 6x86-120  (PI  50+)  $1466 

6x86-133  (P166+)  $1118  6x86-133  (PI  66+)  $1590 


System  3 (PCI) 


6x86-120  (PI  50+)  $1850 
6x86-133  (PI  66+)  $1915 


P-120  Triton-VX  $1035  P-120  Triton-VX  $1449  P-120  Triton-HX  $1833 


$1095 


$1508 


$1892 


P-166  Triton-VX  $1330 
P-200  Triton-VX  $1588 
MMX  P-166  irito-vx  $1433 
MMX  P-200  Trttow-VX  $1615 


8MB  60ns  EDO,  256K  BurstCache 
1.3GB  EIDE  hard  drive,  Mode  4 
1 3.5"  1.44MB  floppy  disk  drive 
■ PCI  EIDE  2x1 6550UART 
’ Cirrus  Logic  5446  PCI  video  card 
1MB  DRAM,  Full  Screen  MPEG 
’ 14"  Monitor  N.I.L.R, 

1024x768,  .28  dp 

* 13"  Mini-tower  case  230W 
> Logitech  2B  Mini  mouse 

» 104  Windows  95  Keyboard 

• 2 Year  Parts  and  Labour  Warranty 


P-166  Triton-VX  $1733 
P-200  Triton-VX  $2001 
MMX  P-166  Triton-VX  $1836 
MMX  P-200  Triton-VX  $2029 
PRO-200  ATX  $2349 

• 16MB  60ns  EDO,  256K  Burst  Cache 

• 1.6/1. 7GB  EIDE  hard  dnve,  Mode  4 

• 3.5"  1 .44MB  floppy  disk  drive 

• PCI  EIDE,  2x1 6550UART 

• ATI  Video  Boost  1MB  EDO 
exp.  2M  Full  Screen  MPEG 

• 15"  Monitor  N.I.L.R,  Digital  Control 
1280x1024,  .28  dp 

• 15"  Med-tower  case  230W 

• Logitech  3B  MouseMan 

• 104  Windows  95  Keyboard 

• SXEIDE  CD-ROM  Drive 

• SoundBlaster  16  PnP  (Creative  Lab) 

• 60W  Multimedia  speakers 

• 2 Year  Parts  and  Labour  Warranty 


P-166  Triton-HX  $2128 
P-200  Triton-HX  $2385 
MMX  P-166  TritoiFHx  $2220 
MMX  P-200  Triton  hx  $2413 
PRO-200  ATX  $2733 

> 32MB  60ns  EDO,  256K  Burst  Cache 

• 2.1GB  EIDE  hard  drive,  Mode  4 
» 3.5"  1 .44MB  floppy  disk  drive 

'•PCI  EIDE,  2X16550UART 

• ATI  3D  Xpression+  PC2TV  2MB 
SDRAM  exp  4M,  Full  Screen  MPEG 

• 15"  Monitor  N.I.L.R,  Digital  Control 
1280x1024,  .28  dp 

• 17"A7X-towercase  230WCSA 

• Microsoft  2B  Mouse  (PS/2) 

• 104  Windows  95  Keyboard 

• 12X  EIDE  CD-ROM  Dnve 
SoundBlaster  16  PnP  (Creative  Lab) 
60W  Multimedia  speakers  & MIC 
2 Year  Parts  and  Labour  Warranty 


| For  Latest  System  Price 
Please  Try  Out  Our 

| Instant  Quotation 

j Available  at  our  store  and 

■ http:llwww.netci.com 


15"  N.I.L.R.  $98  16MB EDO  $45 
Multimedia  8x  CD,  SB16,  Speaker  $238 


32MB  EDO  $89  2.1GB  Hard  drive 
10X  /12XCD-R0M  Drive 


$48  Matrox  2W  $88  2.5/3.1GB  HD  $68/128 

$28/49  15"  SONY  SX  $198  SB32  PnP  $88 


February’  97 

Specials! 

Canon  LBP-460  Laser  Like  600dpi  1349 

HP  5L  Laser  600dpi  $545 

IOMEGA  Zip  Drive  Pin  Ill's  CS I $255 

IOMEGA  Jaz  1G  eiipc/m.oS63# 

Panasonic  4X  /Pioneer  1 2X  CD-ROM 

$78  /1 68 

ATI  3D  Xpression+  PC2TV 

2MB  SDRAM  exp.  4MB  $168 

OptiQuest  V775  .26  1600x1200 
$8 58 

EDO  8/16/32MB  $45/89/175 

KAO/SONY.Pioneer  CDR  74  Min.  $11.50 


Win95  Full  $1 25  NT  Workstation  4.0  $288  MS  Home  (6  titles)  $89  MS  Nature  K.B.  $85  MS  Office  Pro  7.0  $459 

SupraExpress  33.6  Voice  Fax  Modem  lot.  V.34  with  1 Month  Full  Internet  Access,  $128 

^ nTmTTTT ..-i  i~~ ITTTI  i T.  FT  . i 

Tel:  451-8682  Fax:  451-8611  Email:info@netci.com  Internet  WWW:  http://www.netcl.com 

(Notice:  Please  visit  our  web  site  or  kingsway  store  for  latest  system  price.) 


H MOTHER  BOARD 

PRINTER  /SCANNER/CAMERA 

Tape  Drive  & Removable  Storage 

M520  yS30  Triton  II  430VX  256K  75-200MHz  1 Dimm  $118/145 

Shuttle  Hot-557  Pentium  430VX  2 Dfmms  USB  Ready  $149 

QDI  Explorer  UXuckyStar  w/  EIDE,  high  speed  10  $148 

256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache.  Tritorvli  chipset.  Rash  BIOS 

Gigabyte  586HX  PCI  w/  EI0E.  high  speed  10  $ 199 

512K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache.Triton  II 439HX.  Flash  BIOS 
ASUS  P1-P55TVP4  w EIDE,  high  speed  10  $175 

256K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache, Tnion  II.  Flash  430VX 
ASUS  P/1-P55T2P4  w / EIDE.  high  speed  10  /ATX  $189,195 
?56K  fHpeline  Burst  Cache,  Tnton  II.  Rash  430HX 
TYAN  TOMCAT  III  Dual  Pentium  Socket  7 $348 


BJC-240  Color 

BJC-4100  /4550  Color 

LBP460  Laser  600dpi 
Stylus  IIS  / Stylus  C500 

Stylus  Pro  for  PC  & Mac 

Photo  PC  Camera 

DeskJet  690C/820CXW70CXI 

LaserJet  5L  600dpi  1MB 

LaserJet  5P  /5MP  600dpi 
LaserJet  5 /BP  600dpi 
ScanJet  4S  Serial  /4P  /4C 


$249 

$299/589 
$349 
$318  $398 
$530 
$589 
428/548/688 
$545 
$1199/1389 
$1748/988 
$278/689 /1 289 


2 2. 


IOMEGA  Zip  Disk  100MB 
Zip  Drive  100MB  SCSI  /Para. 
Jaz  Drive  1G  SCSI  /Int.Ext. 

IOMEGA  Jaz  PC  1GB  Disk 

Ditto  Easy  2GB  Int.  /Ext. 

Ditto  Easy  3200  Int.  Ext. 

ISA  Adaptec  1505  tor  SCSI  Zip  /PCI  Jaz  Jet  SCSI 

I Jaz  Traveller  Paralle  Port  to  SCSI  for  Jaz  Ext  Drive 
i TAPE  3M  800MB  / 2 0GB  /3.2GB 


51 2K  Pipeline  Burst  Cache.Tnton  II.  Flash.  8 RAM  slots 

m Intel  Mart  w / EIDE.  high  speed  10 $178 

256K  Burst  Cache.  Tmon.  n 430HX . Flash  ATX  Style 

Intel  Venus  Pentium  Pro  w / EIDE,  high  speed  10 $348 

256K  Burst  Cache.  ATX  Stvte  AMI  Flash  BIOS 

MULTIMEDIA 

Labtec  LCS-261 2 20W  30  Sound  w/  Subwoofer  $1 48 

lUvyiTii  M15  /M20  DSP  Stereo  SPK.  $89/105 

luUillIJ  mIOH  Subwoofer  25W  $139 

\x-nr-  rr  r-  SoundBlaster  16  PnP  $85 

h-K l.  _ i 1 V i.  SoundBlaster  16  PnP  30  $108 

SoundBlester  32  PnP  OEM  /Retail  $139  /178 

SoundBlaster  AWE54  PnP  Full  $272 

External  CD-ROM  Case  IDE  to  ParaHe  Port  $99 

Creative  8X  EIDE  CD-ROM  $ 135 

Acer  12X  Pioneer  10X  /12X  EIDE  $165  /159/175 

Panasnmr  FlflF  nn.RflM  Int  iX  /AX  ,19V  t7A/11A/1fiA 

INTEL  Pentium  MMX  PRO  CPU 

m Pro-200  PI 20/1 33  PI 66  P200  mmxP166  mmxp200 

1 $899  $1 68/Call  SCall  SCall  Seal!  $call 

AMD  CPU  Cyrix  IBM  CPU 

Pj  K5-P90  KS-P100  KS-133  6X133+  6X150+  6x166+ 

[ JS98  $108  $68  $149  $159  $218 

RAM  (Call  451-8682  lor  latest  price) 

NETWORKS 

. 4MB  4 EDO  8MB  8EDO  16MB  16  EDO  32MB  32  EDO  £ 
$29  $30  $45  $45  $89  $89  $175  $175 


EIDE  HARD  DRIVES 


% WESTERN  DIGITAL 
Western  Digital 


Quantum 

Quantum 

Quantum 

Quantum 

Quantum 

(SP  Seagate 

Seagate 

Seagate 


Mfpgfor 


Maxtor 

Maxtor 

Maxtor 


108GB 

10ms 

5200 

64K 

AC21000A 

Scan 

1.3  GB 

10nu 

5200 

128K 

AC212O0A 

$265 

1.6  GB 

10ms 

5200 

12SK 

AC21600 

$288 

2.1  GB 

10ms 

5200 

128K 

AC 32 100 

$328 

2.5  GB 

10ms 

5200 

128K 

AC32500 

$368 

3.1  GB 

10ms 

5200 

128K 

AC33100 

$428 

2.1GB 

10ms 

5400 

128K 

F if  eli  s II 

$338 

3.2  GB 

10ms 

5400 

128K 

Fret  all 

$438 

1.7GB 

11ms 

5400 

128K 

Sirocco 

$305 

2.5  GB 

11ms 

5400 

128K 

Sirocco 

$349 

1 28GB 

12ms 

3600 

64k 

ST31276A 

$248 

1.28GB 

105ms 

5400 

128K 

ST51270A 

$255 

2.16GB 

10ms 

5400 

2S6K 

ST32140A 

$379 

13GB 

12ms 

4480 

128K 

M71336A 

S288 

1.7  GB 

12ms 

4440 

128K 

WS1750A 

$289 

2.0  GB 

12ms 

44S0 

1 28K 

M 7 2004 A 

$355 

SCSI  HARD  DRIVES 

CNET  1 6BIT  .■'PCI  32Bit  Combo  (COAX  &RJ-45)  $49/85 

CNET  32BIT  PCI  10/IOOmbps  RJ45  Only  $89 

3COM  Etherlink  1 6bit  3C509B  Combo  /5  Pack  $155/699 

3COM  XL  PCI  3C900  Combo  /3C905  10/100BT  $178/185 

INTEL  EtherExpress  Pro/10+  Flash  $135 

APC  Back-UPS  Pro  PnP  280/420/650 $199/338/428 


SupraExpress  33.6  V 34  Voice/Tax  Int.  PNP 

Sporster  33.6  Voice  V.34  Int. 
Caller  ID.  smart  ring,  full  d p 
USR  Sporster  33  6 V.34  Fax/Data  PnP  Int.  (OEM) 
USR  Sporster  33.6  V.34  Voice  Int., lit.  (Retail) 


Ttobotfcs 


$19.95 

$255/255 

1479/628 

$125  ■; 

$195/256 

$288/368 
$58/129 

$79-1 

$39/31/49 

$128 

$168  £ 

$155 
$218/249 


VIDEO  CARD 


CONTROLLERS 


16  bit  Super  I/O  2s, Ip.lg  w/16550x2  $18*35 

IOMEGA  SCSI  PCI  32bit  Controller  50pm  WO  $128 

SCSI  ISA  Adaptec  1 522A  /1 542F  $89/279 

SCSI  PCI  Adaptec  2940  /2940W  $248/318 


3D  Xpression+  PC2TV  2M  sdram 
3D  Pro  Turbo  PC2TV  4MB  sgram 
— TV  Tuner  for  3D  Xpression 

ATI  Video  Boost  1 MB  EDO  /2MB  EDO 
ATI  Mach64  Winturbo  2 /4MB  VRAM 
ATI  Graphic  Pro  Turbo  2 /4M  VRAM 

Stealth  3D  2MB  EDO 
stealth  3D  4MB  EDO 

STB  LightSpeed  2MB  MDRAM  128BH  Digital  Video 
J PCI  Millenium  2 /4  WRAM 
- PC,  Mystique  2 /4  SGRAM 


2MB 


TV  Tuner  /Media  XL  MPEG 
S3  3D  Virge  2MB  EDO  3Games  4MB 
Cirrus  5446  64bit  MPEG  1M6  2MB 
Trident  3D  PC2TV  Full  MPEG1MB  3 Games 


$168 

$275 

$139 

$89/1081 
$278/489 1 
$299/499 1 

$148 

$178 

$184 

$239/348 1 
$189248 
$178/4191 
$99/129  \ 
$49/68  ■ 
$95/115  i 


1 M SCSI  PO  Adaptec  3940UW  Multichannel 

MONITOR 

KEYBOARD.  MICE  & CASE 

m AD1 15'  4V/17"  5VN.I  LR 

$438/749 

BTC  104  Windows  95  Keyboard 
Fujitsu  8725  /4725  /Focus  2001 
Liteon  Win95  Natural  K.8.  with  TouchPad 

Logitech  2B  Mouse  / 3B  MouseMan 
Logitech  Bus/TrackMan  Combo  Marble 
15719*  /24“  /1 7'  ATX  tower  case  200W 


SOFTWARE 


CorelXara  for  Windows  95 

MS  Access  V7  0 for  Win^v  95  Full  Up 
MS  NT  Server  4 0 Full  /Up 
MS  NT  Workstation  4 0 Full  /Up 
MS  Exchange  Server  w 5 Clients  tor  NT  3 51 

MS  Office  PRO  97  tor  Win95  (OEM) 


$22 
$38/59  '48 
$85 

$22/35 
$85/105 
$59/85/125/1 1 

$249 

$389/138 
Scat! 
$379/188 
$1238 

$488 

$68/95 
$1218/599 


Proview  N.L  LR.  .28  Digital  14”  715“ 

DaytekNI  L R 28  Digital  15’/17“ 

Scepre  15"  P51  17  P73/P73A 

DX15T  15”  .25.  Trinitron 

700T 17"  .25  Trinitron 

OptiQuest  V775  .26  1600x1280  . AcerView  76ie 

gawvsony  15" 100SX  Super  Fine  25 

a VJIN  I S0NY  17. 200SX  ,3F  25 

fVIFTC"  NEC  15XV+  /17XV+ 

1 ^ NEC  C500  /M500  15“  NJ.  LR. 

NEC  M700  IT 


$249338  I 

$368/7701 

389/689/750 , 
$509 
$968 

$858  ,768  ■ 

S548 

$920/1198 

$628/1098 

$548  $610  ■ 

$1068 


OCLI  Glare  Guard  Screen  Filter 


Standar  500  (Hangers)  15"  /17"  /21" 
Maximum  Plus  (Wrap  Around)  15  17  21 


$60/95/145 

$129/177/265 


Name  On  Page 

3D  Micro 13 

3J  Computers  59 

Able  Computer  Rentals 53 

ACCA  ACCESS  Production 46 

Acco  11 

ACP  Marketing  Inc 43 

ADOAX  Computers  27 

Advanced  Plus  44 

AE  Electronics  Corp 15 

Alouette  Laser  Products  Inc. 30 

Anitec  Computers  25 

Arete  Computers 38 

Astel 57 

ATIC  Computer 31 

B&C  Computers  52 

Beckman  Computer 58 

Benchmark 23 

BIS  Information  Systems  54 

Bob  & Jerrys  Computer  Room  . 52 

Buy  & Sell  Press  53 

CAAST 9 

CC  Tech 57 

CE  Computer  Outlet  .32 

Cody  Books  Ltd  53 

Creative  Computers  22 

Dala  Recovery  52 

Elitech  System  Ltd.  . 28 

Faronics  Technologies  Inc.  63 

Games  Lovers*  Library  8 

GLM  Technology . 53 

Global  Ink 53 

Golden  Top  Computer  37 

Halt  Price  Computer  Books  42 

Hewlett  Packard  40, 47 

IBM  60  61 

1C  Technology  58 

ICl  Infowave  36 

imagi  Net  10, 56 

instant  Solutions 54 

Interaction  . .30 

Internet  Direct .64 

Internet  Gateway  2. 33 

Internet  Light  Speed  43 

JRS  Computers  Inc  50 

Keyboarders  42 

Linoplus  Digital  . , 6 

Lynx  Internet  44 

Maple  Oak  Computers  .34 

Maximum  Internet . 25 

MDI  Telecom  46 

Microsoft  .........  5 

MindLink  39 

Mimtromcs  of  Canada  Ltd  .52 

Multi  Link 18 

Mycom  Computers  . . 51 

MY08  7 

N&K  Computer  Ltd.  ...  42 

Nantron  systems  Ltd 26 

Netlink  Compiler  Inc  . 62 

New  Web  Computers  . 52 

Nicer  Technologies  .21 

MRI  16 

Nu-Age  Computers  Plus  3 

PC-Top  Computers  & Electronics  41 

Ouickbooks 29 

QuickTax 19 

Real  Wentitacation . 53 

RPC  Computer  Electronics  23. 24 

Sceptre  Technologies.  Inc.  20.35 

ScotiaMcleod 55 

Siwash  Internet  23 

Sparkle  Bilingual  System  53 

Strong  Computers  24 

Subscriptions  56 

System-Pro  Computers  48 

Tangent  Computers  49 

The  One-Off  CD  Shop  53 

The  Word  Factory  52 

Tncera  Computer  Center  45 

Vancouver  Toner  Plus  10 

Warre*  Denny  Digital  Imaging  53 

Zeven  Enterprises  Ltd.  . ....  3.17 


COMPUTER  PLAYER!  FEBRUARY  1997 


i PAYMENTS  FIR  N MVS 

£*£££>  Th  Best  Cemuter  at  tin  Best  Price  ££2SS« 

• Intel  Pentium  200  CPU  . Intel  Pentium  166  CPU 

•2.5  GB  Hard  Drive  AAA  ■ ' *1  • • 2.1GB  Hard  Drive 

•32MB  EDO  RAM  B • 32MB  EDO  RAM 

• Intel  HX  Chipset  Mainboard  w/512k  PB  Cache  WWW  If  WM  B W ■ ■ M • Intel  HX  Chipset  Mainboard  w/512k  PB  Cache 

•Flash  Rom  Bios  I fll  1 II  Jltv^  • Flash  Rom  Bios 

• Enhanced  IDE  Controller,  Mode  4 www  • Enhanced  IDE  Controller,  Mode  4 

• 2 High  Speed  Serial  Ports  & Enhanced  Parallel  Port  • 2 High  Speed  Serial  Ports  & Enhanced  Parallel  Port 

• 1 44  MB  Floppy  Drive  ^ t _ ^ 1Aff  a n n A ▼ 1#  • 1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 

• 12X co-ROM  no  lemon  warranty  •uxcdrom 

• rnhX^dWinrin^vi  Kp«hnarlid  w/Games  if  you  hove  more  than  2 problems  within  6 months  with  your  new  * fTI  30  Xpress"j|ns  2^JB  PCI  ^de°Card  6,4  B" 

• Enhanced  Windows  95  Keyboard  1 r • * ,11  , . , , 7 . . r • comes  with  Mech  Warrior  2 & Wipeout 

• Microsoft  Mouse  w/Pad  rOrOFlICS  computer,  we  II  replOCB  the  whole  unit  tree.  • Enhanced  Windows  95  Keyboard 

• Faronics  Mini-Tower  Case  • Microsoft  Mouse  w/Pad 

*.  ?rL!v?ubfs?unDdabSr  SZve.abie  Guapanteed  2 day  turnaround  on  all  systems  & notebooks  Modem 

• Labtec  Amplified  Speakers  • PnP  3D  Surround  Sound  Card 

17M  ViewSonic  PT770  17"  Mag  Innovision  DX700T  • Labtec  Amplified  Speakers 

• Microsoft  Windows  OEM  w/CD  ^^BS^^^B^^^J^BB|BB|BBBflHBjK^H  • Faronics  Monitor  Low 

• Free  Internet  access  for  one  month  H * Microsoft  Windows  95  0SR2  OEM  w/CD 

The  Dream  be  yours  for  MS  Works 

x ^ j 1 M,T7y  J|1  • Free  Internet  access  for  one  month 

$3,799.00  I K|  I v 

Upgrade  to  the  MMXC  200  $149  MMmI  $2,699.00  $108pm 

£ .'tJ  Rfl*  Upgrade  to  the  MMX  166  $99 

Software  Additions*: 

Home/Office 

Microsoft  $449  oo  . n , 

Microsoft  Encarta  97,  Works,  Money,  & Two  Family  COHiplete  Package 

58900 

Partition  your  Orive  S69.00  • Intel  Pentium  133  CPU 

r,~  HEWLETT 

AHH  an  HP  Printer*-  PApackabo  iTt  •i6mbeooram 

"**  ” ■■■  fcji  IIUUililQlMMBHlWl  • Intel  VX  Chipset  Main  board  w/512kPB  Cache 

uo  n6S  iet  conr  3369  °°  J9L€BBDBDBHiH^S  * Flash  Rom  Bios 

HP  DeskJet  690C  Printer  S394  00  • Enhanced  IDE  Controller.  Mode  4 

• 2 High  Speed  Serial  Ports  8*  Enhanced  Parallel  Port 

a System  Purchase  . gx 

• 2MB  PCI  card  64  Bit 

fk  fflrl  jlf iotl^  ■ : wm^ 

nuuiuuiia  nro  c 4 /vTel 

dpi.  Single  Pass.  OCR  Software  & (l&e)  . Faronics  Mm, -Tower  Case 

mage  Enhancer  Software  S399.00  m V! IV  . U S.  Robotics  33.6  Data/Fax  Modem 

Faronics  8 Port  Hub  S129.00  Pentium  • PnP  3D  Surround  Sound  Card 

Faronics  ISA  Network  Card  $49.00  ^ • Labtec  Amolified  Soeakers 

Faronics  PCI  Network  Card  $79.00  Radiation 

W*  ^ipilf  gj  •Microsoft  Windows  95  0SR2  OEM  w/CD 

Mil  | M • Microsoft  Encarta,  Works,  Money  & Two  Family  CDs 

® ® ■ ■■  !*■  ■■  ■ ■ • Free  Internet  access  for  one  month 

FARONICS  SPEEDBOOK  Lilias. 

Intel  Pentium  133  TCP  Package  • 16MB  RAM  expandable  to  48MB  • 256KB  Pipeline  Burst  Cache  Level  Two  Cache 
Removable  12.1"  Color  DSTN  and  12.1"  TFT  LCD  Modules  • 2MB  Video  Card  & 16  Bit  Sound  Card  • Full  Software  MPEG  Support 
Two  Type  II  or  One  Type  III;  Microsoft  Plug  and  Play  Compliant  PCMCIA  • 10X  CD-ROM  • 1.3GB  Hard  Drive  • 1.44MB  Floppy  Drive 
CD-ROM  and  Floppy  Drive  can  be  used  at  the  same  time  • Windows  95  Keyboard  • Glidepoint  Mouse  • NiMH  Battery  with  dual  battery  capability; 
Plugs  into  either  CD  or  FDD  Bay*  Infared  Port,  Serial  Port,  Parallel  Port  & External  PS/2  Port*  MS  Windows  95  0SR2  Release 

Targus  Carrying  Bag  • Beautiful  Fit  & Finish;  Less  than  3.2kgs. 

THE  FARONICS  SPEEDBOOK  IS  AVAILABLE  AT: 

Frontier  Computer 739-8060  Intertech  Office  Automation  .872-7337  Annovation  276-8898 

Signware  298-4211  Multilink 278-6805  Centurion 290-7877 

Phase  One  Systems  291-1558  Also  Available  At  Jascom  Computers,  D C.  Computer  Hospital,  Compu-2000,  CE  Computer  Outlet  SuperData  Technologies,  Maple  Ridge  Computers 


DEALERS 

WANTED 


Prices  and  Specifications  Subject  to  Change  without  Notice 


iilEhronics  540-8199 

TECHNOLOGIES  INC.  Check  Out  www.faronics.com 


57A  - 53  Clipper  Street.  Coquitlam,  B.C.  V3K  6X2 
Hours:  Mon.  - Fri.  9-6;  Sat.  - Sun.  11-5 


lAUigheed  Hwy 

Wheaton 

Pontiac 

| Toys  r us | 

Brunette 

|Sandys 

United  Q 
Blvd.  35 

-ti 

n 

5 

3t 

W 

This  is  how  to  get  to  Faronics. 

We  gladly  accept  these  Credit  Cards  - No  Surcharge 


$19.95  per/ month* 

Activate  your  new  Internet  account  today  and  SAVE 
$25.00  when  we  waive  the  regular  set-up  fee.* 

Call  602-1 800 

in  Vancouver 

Or  1-800-232-4944 

Outside  the  Lower  Mainland 


D 


Internet  Direct 

www.direct.co 

Service  Available  in:  Vancouver  Lower  Mainland,  Victoria, 
Abbotsford,  Nanaimo,  Kelowna,  Kamloops  and  Calgary 

’Call  Canada  Internet  Direct  today  to  get  activated,  and  we'll  send  you  the  necessary  software  at  no  charge  including  Microsoft  Explorer1-  3.0  (rush  delivery  extra) 
Customer  occepts  Conoda  Internet  Directs  regular  Terms  and  Conditions  for  service.  Service  Rates  vary  with  city  center  Offer  may  not  be  combined  wtih  any  orfwr 
offer.  Prices  listed  are  before  applicable  taxes.  Canoda  Internet  Direct  is  a provider  of  complete  Internet  solutions  with  Residential,  Corporate,  and  Web  5*te  Den^t  & 
Development  services.  Offer  Expires  January  31,  1997. 


Includes 


Microsoft* 

Internet 

Explorer 


